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AS! Ourteons Reader , 1 bane lons beene in 
>| Queſt for ſom: worthy peece to preſent 
unto your view : at loft by good For- 
tune, t bane lighted pon one, out by 
the curious band of France; which in its 
proper colours deſerites all commenaa- 
tions .if my unproper colours have any wayes diſcounte- 
manced it, Thope you will not blame the peece, thouzh you 
hane colour for it. 1am confident, thoſe who are iudicions, 
well know how hard ana difficult a thing it is for a Str cz 
ger to attatne unto the perfecticn of the Eng/iſhtenguegand 
what tabour hee muſt beſtow to (ecke andſift, begveand 
borrow proper words and phraſes to extriffe himſelje. 
Therefore for ſuch errors 45 1 haue committed , 41 pre- 
{ume they will grant mee their pardons, ans take nency- 
zheleſſe this little Eſſay of mine iz goed part hich if 1 cax 
obtaixe, I wilt reprive any an Houre / Yom 73) other 8cca- 
ſions to ave tht fer nice in this kinde, 
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FHERIGHT 
HONOVRABLE, AND MY 
ſingular good Lord and Maſter, 
-.: Hzxxy, Lord Morley,and 


Aonnt-eagle , Baron 
of Rye. : 


wn 
# - * 
S . 


- : Aa Ince your Lordfhip hath bin 
{(@dJ&HNplcaſcd ro make me the yn- 
WIDSEY delcruing Obie& of many 
$4) Wig 1B: 
F232) }&<lof your Fauors, thereby ro 
AE gdcmonftratc vnto the world 
thetraly Noblecnciſe of your owne diſpo- 
don, in fauouring ſuch weake Deſeres, 
asdurſtnot preſume {o much as to chal- 
lenge the honour of your Lordſhips faus- 
rable aſpect ; I could doe no lefle, then in 
a thankfull remembrance thereof, by this 
poore Teſtimonic of my bounden ſeruice, 
expreſle the deſire I haue to manifeſt yato 
your Lordſhip my thanketull heart; and 


withall , ſecke for ſafcgard vnder your 


Lordfhips Proteftion : Hoping thereby, 


A3 that 


Tar EpaSTLE, &c. 
that the Beames of your gracious Aſpect 
will diſperte theſe Gulits of Calumniartion, 
and Gulfes of Enuy, which will ftriuc to 
{ſwallow this poore ſtrange Barke , ador- 
ncd in Engliſh Rigging. Vnto which, if 
your Lord(hip will be pleaſed bur to adde 
the Colours of your owne Honor, there- 
by to be knowne to whom ſhee belongs ; 
I make no queſtion, but by that meanes 
ſhee will be ſecurely wafted along through 
tacſe Tempelts, vnro the Haucn of Be- 
nigne Accepration ; And there will re- 
- maine cuerat your Lordſhips command, 


as dayly will alſo 


Your L ord/bips mo$t humble and 


obedient Seruant, 


Anvanyy Covrrts 


MOSLLSLILSEs 


MVSAEVS, 


OR 


THE FIRST BOOKE 
OF CONSTANCY. 


N a day, during the 
ſiege that Per ſuffered 
with ſo much Miſerie; I 
walked alone in my gar- 
den, being ſad to the ve- 
ry ſoule for the hard for- 
tune of my diſtreſſed 
<d!} Country.And as a mans 
LTP paſſion becing too much 

_—XR=9w {oothed vp,doth increaſe 

beyond meaſure; I began to accuſe heauen for pow- 
ring downe vpon vs ſuch cruell influences;and could 
with a good will hauc argued with God himſelte;had 
not a ſecret feare awed my forrew. Amidſt theſe my 
perplexed thoughts, there arriued one of my deereſt 
friends, a mat perfeQly ſeene inall manner of Scien- 
ces, eſpecially in the Mathematicks, butfarre more 
tobe commended for his fingular honeſty, and faith- 
full integritie (rare vertues in this Age) his nametor 
this time ſhall be Adaſ#r; ſince his Modeſtic forbids 
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me to call him omerwiſe, After the firſt ſalutation, 
and ſome familiar diſcourſe , hee ſeriouſly eyed 
me, and bcholding the freſh markes of my teares 
on my Checkes, faith : I doe not aske you, what 
diſcourſe.you entertaine your ſelfe withal, I readc 
ir in your countenance, good men are little buſted, 
but with the apprehenſion of the Publique calamity. | 
This wound ftriketh vs ſo ſharpely, that wee can- 
not but- point at it : But how is- it ? Yelter- 
day when I viſited you, I found you in the ſame | 
caſe : For the firft time I made no ſhew of any re- 
prchenſion, but ſeeing you continue, and ſuffer your 
ſelfe ro be ouer-runne with paſſion, I muſt needes 
aske you, what you haue done with your Phyloſo- 
phy ?I ſeeke you in your ſelte,tor I caunot belecue, | 
that hee, from whom I receined ſo much com- | 
fort, can now bee wanting to himſelfc.- There 
is nothing ſo iuſt, as for one to receiue that 
which he hath preſcribed another : either reſtore 
me to the libertie of weeping,that your diſcourſes 
rooke from me, or elſe obey the law, your ſelfe or- 
dayned for ſorrow. O dcere Mufaws , I learne 
now by experience, how- much eaſter 1t is to ſpeake 
then to dae : and how weake, and finew-leſle the ar- 
guments of Plhyloſophy are in the Schoole of For- 
tune. Shall I tell you-freely,whar I thinke of it > Our 
Phyloſophy doth nothing bur bragge and boaſt; ſhe 
triumphes in the ſhadow of-a Schoole , with her 
toyles in her hand: It is good ſport to ſee her ſtand 
on her gard, ſhewing her ſeuerall poſtures, and ſo 
nimbly defending her felfe , that you-. would 
thinke ic were impoſſible that any worldly crofle 
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Or CONSTANCIE. 3 
ſhould come ſo neere as to pgiue her a hit; but 
ler her come in open Field, with naked Sword, 
and that Fortune chaunce but to ſtrike her one 
ſound clappe , ſhee is quickly daunted and dif- 
armed. This griefe which with words wee ſtriue 
withall, is a faigned thing, like thoſe woodden 
men, or Quintanes, ſet vp for Countrey-Boyes 
diſport , which ſuffer themſelues to bee aymed 
at, and receive the blow defencelefſe. Truc 
griefe is another thing , it is liuely , vigorous, 
and ſtirring : it affaultech, and ſurpriſeth vs, and 
gripeth. vs ſo faſt , that it leaues vs helpeleſle, 
Hath it once touched vs ? Let vs fet as good 
a face on't as wee can, it ſmarteth neuertheleſle : 
and though for a time we gnaſh our teeth,obſtinately 
induring the paine, for feare wee ſhould confeſſe 
what trouble it is ; yet in the end, it will make 
it ſelfe knowne , and wreſt from forth our breſt, 
thoſe groancs , and fighes , that we refuſed ro 
graunt vnto it voluntarie, No, belecue it, that in 
ſuch firs as theſe, Nature and our Phyloſophy can- 
not apree together : You muſt chooſe which of 
the two you will keepe, Had you power to expell 
Nature, that is the Jawfull Miſtreſſe of our paſſi- 
ons; and which ſhee fearing, that wee might ſuf- 
fer our ſelues to bee beguiled with ſlye words, 
and allurmg diſcourſes, and ſo withdraw vs from 
her obedience, keepeth within vs a garriſon of 
her affections, which narrowly obſerue and watch 
vs, and vpon all occaſions that are offered, exact 
from vs the tribute that we owe her > Either teares 
are no naturall ſignes and markes of a true griete, 
RB 2 or 
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orelſe wee ought to yeeld them to the Euill wherein 


Nature is moſt offended, which is in the ruine & ſub- 
nerfion of our Countrey for by that fatall Blow are 
wounded all thoſe, that are conioyned to vs cyther 
in Bloud, Friendſhip, or Alliance : but if wee haue 
no feeling of their paines, and compaſſion of their 
miſeries ; I ſay, that then wee violate and infringe 
both Ciuill Lawes and naturall Pictie,and the Maie- 
ſtie it ſelfe of that great God,whofe Spirit reficth a- 
mong vs, as a ProteCtor of the rights of human focie- 
ty.l was already offended with your troublefome Phi- 
| loſophie,which forbiddeth vs teares : but reading to 
day an ancient Anthor, I refolued to driue her away 
{pighrfully, fo pleaſing was a place to me, I lighted 


on by chance,wherein he writeth, That in the Towne 


of Cume, there was a Statue of polls, which was 
ſcene to weepe, and ſhed forth teares, when the Rs- 
mans deſtroyed the Towne from whence it was 
fetcht, as being grieued that its Countrey ſhould 
be ruined, and that not able to affiſt, becauſe the ru- 
ine of it was fatall, and had beene by Apellp long 


tore-told, And ſhall a Marble Statue finde teares to - 


deplore its Countrey, and I finde none to bemoane 
mine ? Being remooued fo farre off, it ſuffered tor 
the calamities of its fellow Citizens; and ſhall nor 


I figh vpon the-view of mine, and amidſt all their - 


miſeries > No, no, I am a truc-hearted ſubiedt ; I 
am bred and borne in the Towne, which I fee now 
expoſed to ruine : belecue this, that a man whoſe 
eyes are without moyſture at this preſent, had need 
to hauea heart of Stone; yea,[I thinke,if Pictie were 
not fled out of the Vorld,wee ſhould weepe as well 
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as the Cumecx Apollo, for out reaſons (I am ſure) are 
greater, This faire Citic, the Metropolis of the 
moſt renowmed Kingdome of the Earth, the Sear 
of our Kings , the Throne of Iuſtice, and Eftate, 
and as a common Temple to all Fraxce; to periſh. in 
our view.and cuen by our hands : the Richefle of hex 
Citizens , the Magnificence of her Buildings , the 
Learning of ſo many famous men, that ſhee hath 
brought vp , could neyther faue, nor helpe her. O 
how fitly did an ancient Author exprefle the power 
of God,vnder the Name of Fortune,when hee ſaid, 
That when ſhee had reſolued vpon any thing, ſhee 
blinded the eyes of man, for fearc hee ſhould inter- 
rupt her purpoſe / Conſidera little, how wee haue 
almoſt cuery one of vs vnawares giuen way to eur 
owne ruines , and affoorded our helping hangs to 
the plucking downe euecn of our owne houfes : for 
you know Muſeu, what infinite number of men, e- 
yen of the wiſeft amongſt vs, haue combined to fer 
forward this deſigne, and caſt vs into this boyſterous 
ftorme of worſt then Ciuill Warres, Behold, wee 
are in it, fince that it is Gods pleafure, at the Eue of 
a great ſhipwracke, wherein wee mult feare alike the 
rage and furie 0: our zealous Domeſtickes, thirfting 
after the blond of thoſe that with for the publique 
welfare,and the violence that may happen from thoſe - 
that are abroad, which ſhould be-inflicted promiſ- 
cuoufly againſt good and bad; and in this Sea of Mi- 
ſcries,you will torbid me teares. As farre as I fee, 
replyed hee, this time cauſeth cuery one to ſhift 
fides,which perh3ps 1s the fault of the age: for my 
owne part, 1 haue guer maintained Nature againft | 
B 3 your * 
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your Plyloſophy, for in my conceit, you made 
her too powerfull , and would haue: given her 
a commiſſion too violent, and tyrannicall, But 
it falleth out commonly, that the wrong that 
is done to one, whom we loue not, reconcileth 
vs to him, and mooueth vs for pittic ſake to 
vndertake his defence; I fee you diſhonour the 
day, and diſgrace Phyloſophy, that hath ſo ten- 
derly, and deerely foſtered vs, and that you ut- 
fer paſſions to. treade vpon her, who dares not 
ſo much as to defend her fſelfe. You ſurnamed 
her afore Queene of this Life, Miſtrefle of our 
Aﬀections, Tutrix of our Felicitic z and now you 
onely keepe her as .a Buffoone , .to ſpend your 
idic time withall ; entertaine her at leaſt as one 
that is deſcended of noble Stocke, you haue no 
rcaſon to forlake her; if you will diuorce your ſelfe, 
reſtore vnto her the libertic ſhe brought your houſe, 
let her retire with ſafe honour, and with all her rights 
and priuiledges. As for my part, I maintaine her 
free,and profeſle my ſelfe a proteftor of her libertic : 
I dare not giue her the power,to take away from bo- 
dy and ſoule the fence of paines and griefe, for I 
know it ought to give way to naturall affe&tions: but 
I hold, ir keepeth in, and reftrayneth ſorrows within 
their bounds, and bankes, which otherwiſe would 
oucrflow the foule,and in time will qualifie, and af- 
ſwage thoſe ſwelling euils, Ice by your countenance 
that you are too much incenſed, and will agree to 
nothing : here come happily two of our beſt friends, 
vnto whoſe indgement I hope you willingly ſubmir, 
and as for my part, I am content to ſtand to ext 
triall, 
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triall, Now theſe were two famous men: the firſt, 
whom for this time we will name Orphers, be- 
fides the knowledge of Arts and Learning, hee 
hach purchaſed himſelte by his long and Gange- 
rous trauels great experience : The other ſhall be 
called Linus , who is knowne for one of the 
molt learned in Europe, whoſe iudgement and 
ſinceritie is much cftcemed, O Muſee, you haue 
(quoth 1) choſen Judges that T cannot refuſe, 
for: indeed they are not choſen, but rather as I 
belecue, they are ſent vnto vs euen as the gods 
that were let downe by deuice in Tragedies, to 
act ſome greatexploite beyond tl:e power of man. 
For my part, I hold my opinion to be ſo ſound and 
true, and fo deepely printed in my heart, that none, 
but ſuch holy hands as theirs canroote it out, Vpon 
this we drew neere and ſaluted each other, VVe fearc 
(quoth they) we hinder your difcourſe,wherein it 
ſeemeth you are farre gone, and by your lookes wee 
iudge you diſagree, You gueſle well (quoth 2/u{2w) 
and you are ſeaſonably come to reconcile vs, for wee 
- have aſſigned you Iudges of our controuerſie, The 
precept of the wiſe,forbidderh vs to be Indges be- 
twixt our friends,yet we will do our beſt to reconcile 
you : but we muſt tell you freely, we haue come tarre, 
therefore giue vs leaueto fir. Then Limes Legan to 
tell, that. he heard a pittifull Hiſtorie of a poore 
woman , which for want of Bread to giue her 
Children, hanged her felfe on a Beame in the 
roppe of the houſe, And I ( quoth Orphers ) 
did ſee eucnnow,a poore maid, that fell downe ftarke 
dead for lacke of foods ; and little after, I mer rome 
pI poore 
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poore- folkes, feeding vpon a dead Dogge, all be- 
{ſmeared with bloud, that they had broyled ; and as I 
auoyded this grieuous Spectacle, met with certaine 
Women thar cryed out and ſai&That the Lanske- 
nets had eaten vp Children, hard by a place that is 
called the Tewp/e, which I cannot belecue. Hearing 


 this,wee all burſt out into fighes : whereupon I re- 


plyed, my cauſe is gayned; fince none here coufd 
forbeare, but needes muſt, vpon recitall of this pitti- 
full Hiſtoric, expreſſe how ſenſible they are of the 
publike miſerie. I leaue it then to your conſideration 
to imagine, how wee ought to quake, and tremble, 
when wee bethinke our ſfelues, how many feuerall 
ſorts of Miſcries are ſpred ouer this vaſte and popu- 
lous Citie. Alas, how many ſecret Wounds is there 
that are hidden and covered by ſhame ? then how 
great and fearefull are the Calamities wee fore-ſce, 
expect, and cannot almoſt auoyd, You vpbraid me 
with my teares Meſe#s , but you may with better 
reaſon obie& vnto me the hardneſle of my heart, 
which is the onely impediment that ſo ſharpe and 
ſtinging griefe doth not at one inſtant end both my 
life and forrowes, Then turning towards Orphens, 
and Lrnw, I gauc them to vnderſtand, what diſconr- 
ſes paſſed betweene Mn/exs and my ſelfe, and vpon 
what points wee differred : Which when they heard, 
Our good Fortune (quoth Orpherz, hath brought vs 
hither in a very luckie time, to heare fo learned Dif- 
putations : but Aſaſes, ſince you haue done vs the 
honour to giue credit to vs, giue vs alſo leaue to 
make vſe of the authoritie you hauc granted vs, and 
in ſtead of diſcourſing and demonſtrating your Pro- 

| poſitions, 
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poſitions,apply them,and make triall of their vertue 
vpon'vs, whereof you boaſt, againſt this irkefome 
diſeaſe of the minde,which is the griefe that we all 
receiue from the publique miſerie : you have a faire 
and large fubiect, for l verily beleene, there is not 
one of vs, whole minde is free from this diſcaſe. I 
aſſure my ſelieqtaar it Antiquitie hath invented any 
medicine tor the curing of atroubled minde, you 
are th: likeſt ro haue gor the bet and] proficableſt re- 
ceipts. But l feare it fallerh outhere, as it doth in 
your Mathematicall demonſtrations , wherein you 
prooue by a thouſand taire Propoſitions, what no 
Arrificer can make vie ot, eyther vpon Vood or 
Stone, Proceede then,and make your accompr; if 
you can aſſwage our minde, and free vs from this 
gricte wherewith we are vexed, then your fuir is 
granted; tor deedes are ſtronger proofes then words; 
bedes,if you beguile vs, you ſhall doe vs but a cur- 
teſie to rid vs of fo greatan Euill, & fo I am ſure our 
Land-Lord will be glad to be overcome, for he ſhall 
gaine by the loſſe, I will doe my beſt endeauour to 
content you (quoth Aſef cis) but let me intreate 
you,to remember that we labour in a common peece 
of worke : therefore,it I chance in rchearfall of this 
matter, to forget materiall reaſons; that you call to 
minde, and ſupply my wants, ſince that our ftrite is 
onely to try Truth out : and to theend Reaſon may 
owercome,you ought the more to fauour her ſide, in 
reſpect the reward of victorie is equall to vs all, 
The chiefeſt thing to be obſerucd in the curing of 
a diſcaſe,is rightly ro know the caufe of it : where- 
fore, if wee be &cſirous to free our foule from ſor- 
C row, 
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row,and reſtore it toa quiet eſtate,it is needefull in 
my opinion'to examine from whence proceeds the 
maladie which torments it, The nature of man hath 
not onely a great proportio: and correſpondencie 
with the whole World, but alfo with euerie part;and 
eſpecially methinkes, when it reſembles the Royall 
State, they are both almoſt of like conditions, and 
ſubicct to like caſualties. The Soueratgne Prince 
that is to rule a multitude of men, Townes,and Pro- 
uinces,appointeth ſubordinate Magiſtrates : And ts 
dire& and inſtru& them in the execution of their - 
> charge, giues them his Lawes to rule their Actions 
by : and beſides, aduiſeth them to reterre doubttull 
and important matters to him, & attend his cenſure. 
Certainly,as long as this Order is obſerued, Subiects 
obey the Magiſtrates; and Magiſtrates,the Law and 
Soueraigne Prince: the State remaineth in Peace, 
flouriſheth,and wonderfully proſpereth. But contra» 
rie, when thoſe which iudge and rule vnder the So- 
ueraigne, ſuffer themſelues to be ouer-reached by 
their owne ſoftneſle,or bribed by fauour, in deciding 
controuerſies,and that without reſpect vnto their So- 
ueraigne ; they make only vie of their authoritie, for 
the execution of their raſh Decrees, whereby they 
bring all things to ruine and confuſton. In man, the 
higheſt and moſt ſoueraigne facultie of the Soule, is 
Vnderſtanding : being inthroned in the higheſt place, 
to guideand condutt all his lives Actions, hath ap- n 
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pointed and ordained an vnder-facultie, that we call u 
Imaginatiue, to diſpoſe and iudge by the repreſenta- tl 
tion of the Sences, the qualitic and condition of —v 
things offered,with authoritie to rouſe and ftirre our h 


afteCtions, 


(0) as mo Lis > DO 3 


Or CONSTANCIE. Ir 
affeftions,for execution of its indgement, And leaft 
that Facultic,as it is great and important,might doe 
any thing raſhly, it hath propoſed vnto.itas a Law, 
the light of Nature,which ſhineth in all obiects,and 
moreouer hath giuen it meancs in all doubtfull and 
weightie matters, to haue recourſe to the diſcourſe, 
reaſon, and counſell of it that commandeth ouer all. 
There is no doubt, as long as this Order is kept in 
the managing of mans lite, but he is in an exceeding 
happy eſtate, and that this great, and generous Crea- 
ture,ſheweth himſelfe worthy to be the maſter-peece 
of that Soueraigne Architect that created him, Bur 
I know not what il] Incke is the cauſe man doth not 
enioy this happinefle : for this Facultie, that is be- 
neath Vnderſtanding, & aboue the Sences,to whom 
belongeth the cenſure of things, ſuffereth it ſelfe for 
the moſt part to be corrupted and miſ-led, and: ſo 
conceiueth raſhly; and after it hath ſo conceiued, 
ſirrech and mooueth our affections at randon, and 
leaueth vs full of trouble and vnquietnefle, The Sen- 
ces,true Sentinels of the Soule,ſetabroad to view all 
Obie, arelike ſoft waxe, on which is printed.not 
the trueand internall Nature, but onely the {uperfi- 
ciall and externall forme of things:they preſent their 
1dea's vnto the Soule with favour, and euen witha 
fore-iudgement of their qualirie, according as they 
appeare ſcuerally pleaſing and gracetull to them; and 
notas they are profitable and neceſlarie to the vhni- 
uerſall well-fare of man: and moreoner, let in with ' 
the ideas, the fond opinion of the Vulgar ; from 
whence is framed, that. incon{tderate Opinton we 
haue of things, that they are good or bad, profitable 
AE 2 Or 
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or hurtfull, ro be imitated, or to be ſhunned, which 
certainly is adangerous guide, and raſh miſtreſſe to 
tollow, and 1uftly fuch as our Be/ean hath fer it 


forth. 


Opinion that is conflaxt neuer, 

T hat workes in vaine, 4nd ſtriaeth ency : 
That builds her ſelfe a firme 4ſſaraxce, 
V pon theſanis of tight nronſtances 


But whoſocuer will carefully obſerue her effects, 
ſhall find her farre worſe then he deſcribeth her : for 
* ſhe isno ſooner bred vp, but ſhe without reſpe& or 
vaderſtanding, feizeth vpon our Imagination, and 
there, as if ſhe were within a Citadell , ſtandeth our 
in defiance againſt true Reaſon: And like a Tyrant, 
that violently hath ſeized on a Towne by force, ſer- 
tech vp VVhecles and Gibbets for thoſe that will not 
readily obey, and offereth reward to thoſe who will 
follow h's p:rtie. Even ſo, when ſhe intends to 
make vs flye trom any thing , ſhe ſerteth it forth-vnto 
vs,with a horride and dreadfull viſage : but when ſhe 
- would delight vs,ſhe painteth it ouer,and giveth it a 
{myling countenance, whereby ſhe flydeth deowne 
1nto our hearts,and ftirreth our affeftions with vio- 
lent motions of hope and feare,ſorrow and picaſure: 
and becauſe ſhe would be ſure for to diſquiet vs, ſhe 
rouzeth vp our paſſions,which are the true diſturbers 
of our Soule. Butamonegſt all the other,and abouc 
all che reſt,this forrow,wherewith I fee you poſſeſſed 
(which is nothing but a decay of Spirit, and droo- 
ping, bred by the opinion we haue, that we are af- 
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flicted with great misfortunes) is a dangerous Ene- 
mic to our reſt : for it is incredible, how much this 
ruſt and mouldinefle, that is gathered in the Soule b 
ſuch accidents, is concraric to Nature, and doth ble- 
miſh and disfigure her workemarſhip : it marretl} 
her Faculties, dulleth and benummeth her Vertues : 
when contrariwiſe (he ſhould rouze vp her ſclfe, ro 
withſtand the miſchicfes thac threaten vs, and lerteth 
into our hearts a deeper cauſe of our gricfe, Now 
ſince ſhe is hurtfullto vs; me thinkes we ſhould be- 
warc of her; and to the end ſhe may not deceive vs, 
diſcouer, and diligently view her before ſhe hath got 
footing in vs, & withſtand her in the verie Frontiers. 
And whereas ſhe would inſtauate her ſelfe vnder the 
name of Nature ; let vs obſerue that ſhe is an Ene- 
mie to her,who only maketh a ſheiw, as if ſhe would 
caſe our paine . Bur let vs take notice how ſhe encrea- 
ſeth it, as much as ſhe can. She feemeth to be deuour, 
and religious, let vs bring forth her deceit and im- 
pictie : when as ſhe would flip in by the fauour of 
Errour , let vs driuc her away by the authoritie of 
Reaſonand Truth. Firſt of all,to ſhew that ſhe can- 
not be ſheltered vader the name of Nature,that fhe 
proceederh not from her, and is not a common Af- 
f: tion, wher2 with all men be tormented alike : doe 
we not ſee thoſe things that cauſc griefe and ſorrow 
to ſoine,to breed mirth and delightin others > That 
one Prouince weepeth, for what another laugheth ? 
Thar ſuch as come neere them that mourne and la- 
ment, doe exhort them to be of a good reſolution, 
and leaue off their teares? Heare the moſt part of 
them that arc afflicted,when you haue ſpoken with 
Et 2 | Oe C 3 them, 


"WY 


- 


Trnr FirsTr BOOKE 


them, and they haue taken time and . leyſure- to 
examine their owne paſſions: they will confefle, 
it is a folly to be vexed,and within three houres 
after, will prayſe. them that haue manfully with- 
ſtood Fortune in their aduerſities,and incountered 
their owne afflictions with a bold and generous cou- 
rage. So that inall this,there is neither equalite nor 
certaintie,as there is.in the workes of Nature : and 
thereby it appeareth, that men doe not frame their 
moane to their ſorrow, but to the opinion of thoſe 
they live withall, Remember I pray you that pub- 
lique mourning, the Ancients did ſo much affect. 
VV hat doe you fay of them that were hired to weepe 
and lament in Funerals > The. teares which came 
from others eyes, that were ſhed onely to. bee ſeene, 
and were dryed vp as ſoone as they were not looked 
on : were they naturall,or artificiall > Vhat was the 
intent of thoſe that were hired, and likewiſe of thoſe 
that hired them but onely to ſubmit themſelves vnto 


that tyrannicall opinion forged in thoſe Countreys, 


that in ſuch accidents it bchooued vs ro weepe:: and 
as for them that had no ſorrow of their owne, were 
bound to buy it of their Neighbours tor readie mo- 
ney? Did not ſnch people betray their owne Reaſon 
wittingly,and purpoſely proſtitute their manlineſle ? 
Shall we decme they did ener learne ſuch bad condi- 
tions in the Schoole of Nature? Burt rather in the 
Scheole of Opinion, that teacheth how to peruert 
Nature to pleaſe the Vulgar,. and which bringeth 
forth nothing but 1s connterfeir and painted. For 
proote of this,will you behold,with how much vant- 
tic, it breedeth, feedeth, and bringeth vp this-ſorrow, 
where- 
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wherewith we are ſo much tormented > I pray ob- 
ſerue in your ſelte, and inall thoſe thar are atfl:cted, 
whether thoſe things ſhee ſetteth forth vnto vs, as 
cauſes of our griefe, doe not vex vs either more, or 
ſooner then they ought to doe ? The chiefcſt inſtru- 
ment ſhe hath, and wherewithall ſhe moſt diſturbeth 
vs,confiſteth in euils to come, She hath power ouer 
vs ogely by fraud, and deceit, She knowezth, that 
the croſles we ſtood in feare of, prooue not fo heauic 
when they are come, as we did imagine them, and 
are aflwaged by vie,and cuſtome, Therefore ſhe ca- 
ſeth her ſelfe vpon time to come, as into a thicke 
darkenefle,and taketh her opportunity,cuen as many 
chuſc night to ſtrike men with feare : vpon ſmall oc- 
caſion , ſhe doth then repreſent calamities vnto vs, 
as they doe Robin-good-fellowes vnto little Chil- 
dren : They raiſe, abate, increaſe, and lefſen them at 
their pleaſure, becauſe they talke vnto them of things 
they neuer ſaw. She tormenteth vs with Euils that 
are not: but in regard we deeme them,or feare them 
to be ſo, and which doc not ſo much offend vs by 
their nature, as by our apprehenſion ; how many 
haue we feene make their calamities true Euils, with 
oucrmuch griefe,which for feare ro be wretched, are 
become ſo, and haue turned their vaine timorouſ- 
neſſe into a certaine miſerie? Some haue been {o 
frighted with pouertic,that they haue fallen ficke vp- 
or't : Others throngh icalouſie of their wines, haue 
been driuen into a conſumption: And the like may 
be ſaid well-neere of all other feares, wherein for the 
moſt part, it ſerueth vs inno other ſtead, but to make 


vs finde, what we ſecke to auoide, Let vs feare no 
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more,we ſhall haue no hurt, at leaſt we ſhall not haue 
ir, till it comes zand ler it come when ic will, it will 
neuer be {0 bad as we thought it. As for me, I bc- 
lecue, rhar of all Euils, Feare is the moſt powertull, 
and troubleſome: for others are Euils no longer then 
they laſt, and rhe paine ceafeth with the caufe. Burt 
Feare is, of thar which is, of: that which is not, © 
that which perchance ſhail nener be, yea, many times 
of that which cannot be. O tyrannicall Paſſion ! 
which to vex man,goeth beyond Nature.and by our 
diſcontents, extracteth a gricfe out of that which is 
not,and to ſatisfie the opinion of. a fained, and ima- 
ginarie miſerie,draweth from vs ſharpe and ſtinging 
rorments, Like vnto the Painter Parrbaſius,who the 
better to expreſle the fabulous torments of Prome- 
thews,put bis Bond-ſlaues to the Racke, VWVhy ſhould 
we ve ſo ambitious to our harme, and in ſuch haſt 
meete with our cuils> Let vs take a little patience, 
and ſuffer it to come neerc, happily,the time which 
we think will bring vs afflictions,will afforde vs come 
fort, Hew many chances may there fall that may 
auert the blow we feare> A Thunder-bolt is turned 
away with the wind of a Hat, and tae fortunes of 
powerfull Kingdomes, arealtered in a moment : a 
rurne of a wheele ſetteth vp that which was downeg 
and often from whence we expected ruine, we IC» 
ceiue fſatetie, Therc is nothing ſo eaſie to be begut- 
led, as humane Prudence ; what ſhe hopeth for,mil- 
carryeth,and what ſhe icareth, comes to paſſe, and 
that fallethout ſhe lookes nor for, God keepeth his 
counſell by himſelfe , what man icfulueth vpon ong, 
way,he determineth another, Let vs not makeour 
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ſclues vnhappy before the time,and (irmaybe) we 
ſhall not be ſo at all. Future time thar decejueth fo 
many,ſhall as ſoone deceiue vs in our feares,as in our 
- hopes. It is one of the chiefeft Maximes in Phyſicke, 
) That, Predictions are neuer certaine in ſharpe diſea- 
1 | ſes. If violentmotions of heate;bereauerh the Phyſi- 
c tian of indgement; what wiſe man dare beſo bold 
as toaſlure any thing of the ſuccefle of our Ciuil! 
: diſſentions , whichare apparantly ſcene to be ſtirred 
vp, and maintained by a more then human power ? 
i It is a hard matter to warrant the ſaferic ofour State, 
5  butitis likewiſe vncertaine to fore-tell his ruine, 
How many Cities, States,and Empires, haue been 


_ 
[] 


S ſhaken, and tottrered with inteſtine accidents, and 
© fuch, thatthoſe which beheld them, looked certainly 
'* for their fatall period;and neuerthelefſe,haue the ber- 
d  terfetled themſelues, and become more puifſant and 
& flouriſhing then cuer they were? 

y 

h Gainfl whomin entring,Fortune in hate doth burxe, 

=  Onthoſeſbeoften [miles in their returne, 

y 

d It is his pleaſure,thoſe that are caſt downe, ſhould 
J hope ſtill; and ſhall not we, that are butas yet decly- 
2 ning? The Romanes, which I willingly challenge 
5  forwitneſſes in braue and generous Actions, as the 
'* | renownedſt and moſt couragious people that euer 
l- | wereinthc world, had great cauſe to deſpaire of 
- their affaires, after the Gaules had ſacked their 
d Towne , and with Fire and Sword rooted out the 


's very Ground-plot of their State. Notwithſtanding, 
ghcy abared neither in gbeir hopes, nor affcCtions 
D they 
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Micreaſed their courage, and were ſo confident as to 
bid another Batraile, wherein Fortune was ſo propi- 
tious to them, that they drew many braue Triumphs 
from their ownz ruine, After the loſle of ſo many 
Battailes againſt Haxzibal, and that they had waſted 
all the Youth of their City; in fo many incounters, 
and diſaſters, had they not cauſe to be ſore troubled 2 


Contrariwiſe,there were Citizens found, which bad 


Money for the Field whereon Haxmiba! incam- 
ped, being ſtill in good hope of the publique well- 
tare. 

And to paſſe to the Ciuill warres(which are com- 
monly the fatall & deadly maladies of great States ; 
Who would not have thought the Roman Com- 


mon-wealth had been ftrucke dead at the very hearr, . 


vader 4/arius and Sy/la? And that the very City her- 
ſjelfe vnder Ce/ar and Pompey, was carried into the 
Pharſalian Field , there to be at the common charge 
and coſt of all men,torne and buried by all the Nati- 
ons of the Vorld 2 And neuerthelefle,ſhe was ncuer 
ſo puiſſant and tryumphant,as after the time of 274- 
74165 and Sy/la. And the warres of Ceſar and Pompey 
were bur the fits and gripings of bringing forth the 
greateſt, faireſt,and moſt Houriſhing Empire of the 

World. TIES 
But to returne from ſtrange Nations to our felues : 
Vho could haue belecued that our poore State, laid 
leuellon the ground, at the comming in of Charles 
the ſcuenth, hauing almoſt neither pulſe nor breath, 
{ſhould haue rayſed it ſelfe againe in ſo ſhort a ſpace, 
and ftretched irs Armes over all the neighbouring 
| Prouinces, 


Fboaretheir Counttey : But contrarie,aduerſity 
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Prouinces, as it did ſoone after vnder his next £ 
! ceſſors? One may fay of the fortunes of Townes Fx 
. # and Kingdomes, as they doe of mans diſeaſes, As # 
 * Iongas thereislite,there is hope; Hope remaineth in 
{ thebodyas long as the Soule, 

'_ # - But well, letvshopefornothing, let vs hold our 
Euils for tertaine, although they be vncertaine: let 
vs thinke them to bee preſent, though they bee to 
come, Doe you thinke it they did happen, they were 
ſo irkeſome and intollerable as wee imagine them ? 
They would come tarre ſhort, Baniſhment, Pouerty, 
loffe of Honours,lofle of Children,wherewithall 1s 
compoſed that Hoaſt of Euils which fo rormenteth 
vs'z their number is not fo great, as we thinke : yer 
whoſoeuer will examine them one after another, 
? ſhall find they are bur raſcall ſtriplings, ſet in battle 
array, to affright vs; if we be armed as we ought, 
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: none of them dare make a ſhot , our very lookes 
will defcate and ſcatter them. Do you decme it no- 
© thing( will you ſay) fora man ro loſe his countrey, 


and fo to be enforced to change his dwelling? VVhat 
do you make of thatnaturall loue wee owe vnto our 
4 country?I do but the ſame which P/ato did , when he 
forſooke Athens, to go and dwell in $zcil{ and Foypr; 
I doe but the ſame as you had done your ſelte,if there 
had been an honourable occaſton offered to you, to 
go Ambaſladour into ſome torraine countrey fo: 
ten ortwelueyeeres : you had not onely forſooke 
your cittic,but (if you will ſay true)had it been need- 
? full, you would haue forſooke the land tochooſe a 
? © thipfor theplace of your aboade, and tye your life 
* tothe tackling ofa Barke, Let reafon perſwade you 
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Commandement of your Prince, that had char- 
ged you with it, would haue made you like it well: 
Let fate, and neceſſitie,vnto whom you owe more 0- 
bedience,doe the ſame. How many men is there euen 
at this day, that voluntarily hane baniſhed theſelues 
out of Eurspe , to make plantations in the extremeſt: 
parts of A/za? See them, they prayſe their Fortune, 
as ſafe, and ſure , and repleniſhed with all manner of 
happineſle , and pittic ours as altogether wretched, 
full of pouertic and troubles, Itis heauen is the truc 
and common countrey of man, from whence they 
are come; and whither they muſt returne : and thar 
is the reaſon why it is ſeene,& ſheweth it ſelf to euery 
onealmoſt whole, in all parts of the carth,in one day 
& night; whereas-contrariwiſe the earth that is but a 
ſmall point in compariſon of it, and all which ſhe in- 
compaſſeth with her Seas , and watercth with her 
Riuers, is not the hundreth and fixticth part of the 
magnitude ofthe Sun; ſhewerh her ſelfe ro vs onely. 
in the very place we doc inhabite, 

Would we tie the affe&tions of man to ſo narrow 
an obiect, as acorner of the earth? and inforce him, 
for to be happie, to dwell ſtill in one place , which 
pleaſeth him in no. other reſpec then that he may 
leaue it when he liſteth? Confine him-to that country 
waercin hee tooke ſo much pleaſure , it will become 
irkeſome to him in an inſtant, He that liued all his 
life time within the walles of his towne, vntill hee 
was foureſcore yeeres of age,dicd for griefeas ſoone 
as he was forbidden to goe outof it, and began to. 
hate that hedid cnioy by force, and to loue that 


to that;whicha little Honour would haue done: the: | 


which . 
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't : was forbidden, And that brauc Roman Rari/izs, be- 
- 7 ing called home from his baniſhment by $ylla,would 
not returne, and preferred the ſolitarineſſe of his I- 
land, before the greatneſle and magnificence of his 
Citie. Sec in how ſhort a time he had learned ro make 
a ſmall reckoning of his countrey, he had rather loſe 
the ſight of it, then endure the ſight of him that op- 
preſſed its libertie : hee could brooke well baniſh- 
ment, but hated the Tyrant. But queſtion him,hee 
willnot onely tell you that his baniſhment was tol- 
lerable, but will fer it out to you to be ſweet and full 
of pleaſure: he will ſhew youthart all his vertues fol- 
lowed him,and moreouer had purchaſed the friend- 

ſhip of Phyloſophy: and will tell you further he hath 

lived no longer then he hath beene baniſhed, It is no 

other then an imaginarie Loue that you bewayle, 

which hath no roote but in opinion, thata ſmall 
thing may plucke out, To a wiſe man all countreys 

are alike,or at leaſt,as Powpey ſayd,he ought to eſteem 

thathis countrey where he hath his libertie, All ſorts 

of men are his fellow-citizens ,. he 'acknowledgeth 

' then for Allies, for Kiaſ-tolkes ; all come from one 

maine ſtocke, which is the hand of that great Father 

who hath created all. 

You ſce that fortyne even leadeth ſome by the 
hand out of their countrey, to make them great and 
mightie ina Forraine, Reckon vp, I pray you, the 
Emperours that reigned in Rome ſince Trairm : how 
many of them were natiues in the cittie? will you 
ſay, that theſe men, whereof ſome had left Spaine, 


. ' ſome Sclanonia, ſome France, ſome Africke , to at- 
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raing vntothe greateſt Empire of the world haue bin 
2, LED D.3. ſorry, 
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forry,or ought to wiſh for their owne countrey? yea 
bur our condition ſhall not be alike, wee ſhall come 
from the ſacking ofa towne , naked as from a ſhip- 
wracke,and ſhall lofe all our fortunes. Ir is pouertie 
then we feare:Thats freely ſpoken. And what is it to 
feare pouertie? but to looſe a few faire moueables 
that we haue gathered., the. commoditie of a houſe 
well turnifhed, a ſoft bed , meate well dreſſed. Take 
off the Maske from our complaints, & then you ſhall 
ſee the true face of our ſorrow, VVe are effeminate, 
there is our diſeaſe. . A man that hath his limmes, 
ought he to.complaine of pouertie ? hee that kath a 
trade,ought he to feare it > He that is brought vp in 
learning,ought he to fly fro it?Extreme pouerty,that 
hath not wherewithall to ſuffice Nature, doth ſel- 
deme happen: Nature dealeth very iuſtly with vs,ſhe 
hath framed vs ſo, that wee ſtand in neede of few 
things. If we apply our ſelues to her defires, we ſhall 
be ſure of ſufficient; if to the opinion of the Vulgar, 
ſomething will alwayes ſeeme to be wanting, This 
other pouertie, which is rather mediocritic and fru- 

galitie, is to be defired, fo farre it is from being 

dreadfull-: It is that Archeſilams ſayd to belike vnto 

Ithaca, which was rough and harfh, but did bring 

terth generous and temperate.men, It is vertucs 
dowrie,and eſpecially in theſe times, where few rich 
haue been vertuous,and few vertuous haue been rich: 


and where, to ſpeake' in a word, nothing hath hinde- | 


red ſo much honeſt men from getting riches and ho- 
nour,as to-merit them, VVhat ſtrange cares doe you 
thinke he ſhall difpoyle vs of, that ſhall bereaue vs of 
our fortunes ? he ſhall make vs truly Maſters &f our 
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felues:of which,afaires,ſuirs in law,& quarrels,carry 
away the greateit part : it ſhall be then all ours, we 
may then imploy itas we liſt, O falſe goods, whoſo- 
euer ſhould know you rightly , would deeme you to 
be rrue Euils! Who makes vs Bond-flawes but you # 
who cauſeth our inturies but you ? who taketh away 
our liberty but you?zwho tieth vs to the gates of Prin- 
ces,makes vs Slaues to their ſeruants.,to obſerue their 
actions,bow at their nods,but you?O Pelfe,none can 
prayſe you,but muſt diſpraiſe libertie; none can get 
or keepe you, that doth not loſe himſelfe; and neuer- 
theleſle you are called Goods, Yes,as conuenient in- 
ftruments,8 ſometimes neceſſary to worthy ations, 
whereof the vſe is ſo tickliſh and hard, that it ſeldome 
happeneth,thar you doe more good then harme. 
Now I grant it is go09 to haue wealth; yet for all 
that,itis notill ro hauenone : for pouertie and rich- 
eſſe are indeed feiicrall things, but not contrary; they 
are ſeucrall Goods, feucrall Inſtruments of Vertuc: 
With the one ſhe worketh with more caſe; with the 
other, to more perie{tion, But howſoeuer, Pouertie 
auaileth more to artaine to that foueraigne Good, 
at the which all the worid onght to ayme, which ts 
the reſt of the Soule,and the tranquilitie of the Mind, 
How many haue we euen at this day, which for the 
ſelfe-ſame cauſe doe embrace wiltull pouertie? How 
many which thinke not themſclues tree, bur ſince the 
day they made themſelues poore ? that deeme the 


| onely live, ſince they dicd to the world > Since that 


our life is ſo ſhort, and we muſt depart from hence 
without carrying any thing with vs, is it nor for our 
eaſe to bee as lightly loaden and incumbred with 
Inggage 
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luggage as we can ? Thelife of a poore manis like 


vnto them,who ſayle cloſe by the ſhore; and thatokt th 
therich,vnto thoſe thatarein the mayne, Theſe can- Iv 
notland would they neuer fo faine, but muſt waite le 
for VWinde, and Tide; thoſe come neere when they H 
pleaſe, itis butcafting a ſmall rope, and their Barke m 
is brought inſtantly into the Harbour. O pouerty, an 
how many things arc thou fit for! he that ſhould chi 
know thee,would not cenſure thee ! Alas,it we did ar 
{ce as plainly the icalouſtesteares, ſuſpitions,rerrors, wi 
and defires of great men as we ſee the roofes of their & 
houſes,and forefronts of their Pallaces, the bright= m: 


neſſe of their houthold furniture, the glittering of ye 
their clothes, we would not enuy their fortunes. It = xy 
one ſhould fay to vs, Loc you there, you muſt take all, lin 
or leaue all, bethinke your felues whether you will an; 
enioy his fortunes with all his incommodities z wee th 
would goe backe, and neuer goe through with our BÞ;; 
bargaine, and deeme our ſelues happy in our pouer- + hai 
tic. If it were as bad as they make it, weſhould not þ+, 
ſo highly prayſe the Fabritzi, Serrani, Curii, forthat wit 
frugalitic, when they refuſed Gold and Siluer to till oy; 
the ground, delights and pleaſures to embrace la- oy 
bour , and dsinties to feed vpon Bread and Onions. Co 
What was it elſe, buta voluntarie Pouertie > It isa que 
wonderfull thing , when wee iudge of Pouertic in - fo x 
ſtrangers,ſhe gaineth her cauſc; ſhe goeth away with maz 
prayſe and reputation: whatis that, but to declare hra1 
that our priuate intexeſt doth corrupt and hindervs of y 
from iudging right when as it concernetkour ſelues? 117 
Certainly amongſt impartiall perſons it is commen- <9 
dable,but amongſt anyit is tolerable. - peri 
Now 
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Now if we can endure Pouertie,how much cafier 
the loſſe of our dignities 8& honors,that arc but a vo- 
luntarie ſeruitude , by which we are depriued of our 
ſelues to be beſtowed vpon the Common-wealth? 
Honours , that alwayes haue brought vnro great 
men,that haue worthily managed them, baniſhment 
an] pouertie? Remember the Hiſtories of the An 

cients, and when you finde a Magiſtrate, who boare 
any great ſway with either Prince or Common- 
wealth, and that deſired to carry himſelte worthily, 
& {peake freely . I will hold you a wager, thar this 
man was banitthed . that was killed, another poyto 

ned. At Athens, Aviſtides, Tnemiſtocles,and Phacron, at 
Rome infinite , whoſe names I ſpare, for teare of fil- 
ling Paper,contenting my ſelfe with Camz/lns,Scipte, 
and Cicero for antiquitie ; Paprmtanu for the time of 
the Romane Emperours;and Boezizs vnder the Goths, 
But why ſhould wee fetch them fo farre off? whom 


 haue wee ſeene inour time keepe the great Seale of 


France , that hath not been preferred to this place, 
with an intent he ſhould be thruſt from it with dif. 
grace?he that had ſeene my Lord Chancellor Oliney, 
or my Lord . ; hancellour de / Hoſpital, goe from the 
Court to retire themſelues into their owne houſes, 
queſtionleſſe would fay,that ſuch honours are but as 
ſo many rockes and ſhelues of ſand, whereon Vertue 
may ſplit her ſelf. Preſent vato your memory thoſe 
braue and venerable Ancients, in whom all manner 
of vertues did ſhine; in whom, amongſt an infinire 
number of exquifice parts you could not tell what to 
chooſe,codowed with learning,exccedingly well cx- 
perienced inall affaires,louers of their countrey, and 
truly worthy of ſuch places, if the time had nor bee? 

VI 
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vnworthy of them, After they had a long time tired 
_ outthemſelues in the common-wealth,, they pickt 
idle and ſleight quarrels, and falſe accuſations to put 
them from affaires of ſtate,or rather depriue the ſtate 
as atoſſed ſhip, of the direCtions of ſo wiſe and cx- 
perienced Pilotes, whereupon ſhe might the ſooner 
jliffer wracke, It is ambition at all times to deſire 
publicke offices;and faint-heartedneſle ro moane for 
them when they are gone; in this time ir is madnefle, 
in this I ſay,wherein the Magiſtrates authoririe doth 
humbly, yea ſhamefully ferue the paſſions of thoſe, 
that haue the power in their hands, inatime where 
Freedome is capitall,and Truth offenſtue,where pub- 
like Miſery implorech your helpe,and the violence of 
the wicked ſtoppeth your mouth. 

It was not counkdl Cot gane vato his ſonne, but 
an oracle he vttered to men of our times,when he ad- 
uiſed himnot to meddle with affaires of tate:Becauſe 
(quoth he)che liberty of the time will not afford thee 
to do any thing worthy the name of Cats, nor Caraes 
name to do any thing vnworthy his generofitie, As 
for me, I accuſe them that keepe yet publike offices, 
& belecue that if there be any thing wherein threat- 
ning Fortune may fauour vs, it is to diſcharge good 
men of that burthen , that preſſeth their ſhoulders fo 
fore. So it is,that whoſocuer will reckon his honors a- 
mong his loſſes, like vnro thoſe that are tobe lamen- 
ted, and which may bee alleged fora iuſt cauſe of 
forrow,like vnto theſe we feare ; I eſteeme him to be 
ouer-nice,and cenſure him from this preſent, vynwor- 
thy of the dignity hee fearcth toloſe. 

But, ſome one will ſay, what will you anfwer con- 
ccrning the lofls of our friends , our kin{-folkes, our 


cluldren,| 
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children, whereof we are threatned by ſuch accidents 
as we fcare? I will anſwer you,that although it were 
come to paſſe, that the ruine of our trowne had ouer- 
whelmed the,we ſhould haue wherewithall to cofort 
our ſchics,for death would be very welcom vnto the; 
weare-not diſcontented,in my opiaion, for that the 
are borne morta!], & therfore they muſt dic one day, 
but only that they die at this time:weare not to learn 
that ſince they be borne men, they muſt be reſpected 
iro vs,they muſteither go before,or follow vs,& even 
as well in peace,as in war, as ſoone by ſickneſle, as by 
ſwyord;: howſocuer it be,they cannot auoyd the ſtroke 
of death,but cither ſooner or later, alittle before, or 
4 little after is the matter troubleth vs ſo much, Can 
death come to them in a fitter time, then when as life 
is irkeſome? if they were to wiſh for it,or we for the; 
what more conuenient ſeaſon could they chooſe? is 
not a harbor moſi to be defired,whe we are extreme- 
ly weather-beaten? The true end of death, is to put a 
criod to our miſcries;if God had made life happier, 
he had alſo made it longer, We ought the to bewaile 
their death for their ſake,& to do it for our own were 
vnſcemely: for it is a kind of iniury, to be grieucd at 
the quiet of thoſe weloue, becauſe we are diſturbed 
thereby,ſpecially concerning the lofle of our friends: 
there is a remedy left to vs ſtill, which Fortune how 
harſh and cruell ſocuer ſhe be, cannot take from vs; 
for if wee ſuruiue them , we haue mcanes to get 0- 
thers, As friendſhip is one of the greateſt blefſings 
of life, ſoit is one of tte caficſt to bee obtained: 
God maketh man , and man maketh friends, he that 
wanteth no Vertue , ſhall never want friends, It is 
the inſtrument wherewith they be made,& wherwith 
; E 2 when 
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when the old ones are loſt , new-ones are procured. 


If Phidias had loſt any of his famous Statues , what 
meanes had he to repaire that lofſeznone but to make 
vpagam ſuch another: Hath Fortune taken away our 
friends from vs > Letvs make new-ones , anddo we 
ſhall not loſe them, bur mulciply them. Thoſe ſhall 
goeafore, anditay for vs in the place prepared for 
faire and pure ſoules , and the others ſhall make the 
reſt of our way more delightfome by their company. 

Perhaps (you will ſay) wee may take patiently 
thoſe aduerſities you told vs of; tor, to ſpeake truely, 
that ſtriketh but vpon the gowne, and toucheth one- 
ly what is about vs,goods,honors,friends & childre; 
but if the euill comethany further , and doth pene- 
trate our perſon , how ſhall we doe that we may not 
feele it? or feeling it , we may not torment our ſelues 
for it?Foraſmuch as you foreſee,that if the furyot our 
ſeditious citizens be turned once vpon vs,wl:ich they 
ſuſpectalready,they will caſt vs into priſon,pur vs to 
the racke, and rage againſt vs as they haue done a- 
gainſt ſo many others,from whom we haue not been 
otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed, then by our good Fortune; 
orelfe as we are neere vpon it,if the town be taken or 
ſurpriſed,and is ſacked,and {poyled, we ſhallfall into 
the hadsof barbarous & inhuman ſouldiers,the more 
for that they are ſtrangers,which after they haue bea- 
ten and tormented vs, will keepe vs in a wofull thral- 
dome,where perhaps we ſhall remaine ſicke, and lan- 
gutthing without relicfe;it may be they will add tor- 
ture to {ickenes: And in the end we ihal ſze our {='ues 
dying in this miſery , and fora ſurcharge , we ſhall 
haue about vs a company of poore lirtle children, 


voyd of al comfort, and to whoſe compaſſion we ſhal 
affoord 


) 
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affoord nothing but ſighes, VVhat minde fo well 
ſetled will be able to endure ſuch fits? and finding 
himſelfe in ſuch a remetilefle agony, doth not curſe 
1a hundred cimes a day, and abhorre the houre of his 
! birth, withing rather co haue been abortiue, then 
| caſonably borne in ſuch a dangerous time. I contefle 
| this to be the hardeſt , and moſt irkeſome, of all that 
; may befall vs; but I deny it intollerable, and main- 
taine that Vertue may brauely withſtand this afliule, 
ger the vitorie,and keepe our minde ſafe vnder her 
Buckler , full of quier and content. Bur if we muſt 
come to fight, let vs not giue our enemies more ad- 
uantage then they haue already;let vs not make them 
bigger then they are , let vs not ſuffer them to come 
{ina throng againſt vs; letvs compell them to come 
one by one to the breach. 
 Theficſt thatappearerh to fright vs,is a number of 
long & tedious diſeaſes, VVhy rather now then 20. 
yeeresa goe ? Do wethinke diſeates to be more fre- 
quent and troubleſome in want then in wealth, in 
tragalitie then in prodigalitie >» Good God , how 
'blinde we are ! Did wee ecuer ftinde in Cottages the 
Gour, the Stone,the Winde-collicke,or the Megrim 
in the head? I confeſ]e I neuer ſaw any there, and yet 
I haue diligently obſerued it. All ſuch. euils which 
are ſharpe and ſtinging dileates,are moſt commonly 
in Cities, in great mens Pallaces : they are the Sces of 
Bankets, Feaſts, Watchings. and of nights paſſed 
in pleafing ſports, So that the miſeries we endure,a- 
moneſt other commodities they bring vnto vs, they 
take a way the caule of thoſe great maladies,and root 
them, out cutting off the Fibers 8& Branches of plea- 
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ſures, which fed and maintained them, But admir 
they were to happen, where may they be better cured 
then in Pouertie > VWhat doe you thinke there 1s in 
the Bookes #f Galexand Hippocrates, wholſomer to 
all,or at leaſt to moſt diſeaſes, then Sobrictic? All 
thoſe other remedies Phyſicke hath inuented with fo 


much Arr and induſtrie, are almoſt onely for Effemi- |. 


nate people, which would be curcd-w ith delight,and 
abate nething of their pleaſures,choofing rather Art 
then Naturefor their Phyfitian. Burtyer I will grant 
we may want remedies: ſhould we want courage for 
all chat > Shall we ſuffer our ſelues to be ſubdued by 
paine, and ſubmit that which is abſolute and fouc- 
raigne1n vs, vnto that ſtrange power ? Ir were too 
great a weakenefſſe, ſeeing the meanes Reaſon and 
Diſcourſe afford vs to withſtand it. Either the Dif- 


eaſes that befall vs, bring with thew a violent, or a !' 


moderate paine: if it be moderate, it is cafic to be in- 
dured : We that are vſed to {uffer,ought not to com- 
plaine of ſmall twitches: and being that we looke for 
greater,we ought to giue thankes vnto our Deſtinie, 
for quitting vs at ſo caficarate, and making vs leſle 


wretched.then we made account to haue been, Briet- | 


ly,who canendure the plaints of him, that moancth 


for a touch,ſpecially ina ſeaſon where no body is free | 
from Euill > If the Evill be violent, it ſhall be ſhort; * 
Nature doth not ſuffer great Euils to be laſting, and ' 


hath giuen them that comfort, that their quickneſſe 
doth almoſt take away the ſence of them. That goeth 


like a ſtreame, in an inſtant you ſee itdryed vp, and 


know not what is become of it: ſo ſhort an Euill gi- 
”- % - . 
ueth you no time tocomplaine ; it is paſt, afore you 


k haue 
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| hauc takennotice of it: it you eſcape it, it leaueth 


ou with a kinde of pleaſure to bee out of it; if it 
net you away, lt carryeth with you the ſenſe 
of the paine.But whartſocuer it is, the cuill can neuer 
be ſo great, but reaſon andgiſcourle ought to oucr- 

come lt. 
I could rehearſe vnto you the examples of the An- 


. cients, not of men, but cuen of women, which haue 


indured long and ſharpe diſeaſes with ſo much con- 
ftancy , that paine hath bereaued them ſooner of lite, 
then of courage. But why ſhould I go ſecke them fo 
farre off for you, thathauea domeſticke-one of your 
owne, farre worthier then any Antiquitie can atf- 
foord ? I meane of your vertuous and deare fiſter, 
which in that raging Collicke of {ixe moneths , that 
in the end carricd her away, hath ſhewed ſo conſtant 


a minde, ſo inuincible a courage, thar her ſpeech, 


which neuer failed her vntill the very end , was a 
comfort vnto them that ſaw her, and prayſes, and 
thankeſ-giuing vato God, from whoſe hand ſhee 
receiued conſolation and ſtrength to endure the e- 
uill. But lefle vs paſſe lightly ouer this skarre;I feare - 


inſtead of healing a new wound, I feſter anolde 


one, that hath ſo lively and deepely touched you. 
As for the torments weare to feare from them, into 


| whoſe hands we might fall; we ought not to doubr, 
' thatif we can take the reſolution , vnto the which 


both the reaſons and examples heretofore by me re- 
lated, inuite vs , but we ſhall eaſily ouer-rule them, 


for they are not harder to be borne then great and 


painfull diſcaſes : ir ſeemerh cather,that hauing body 
SH def es Ian : and 
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and health to refiſt them, Nature doth ſecond vs in 
this fight, and to pur the victorie into our hands. Pu 
Ir is incredible, what power Reaſon and Diſcourſe to 
haue in this place,not onely to make vs conſtant, but Fl 
cuen to make paine appEre to vs ſweet and pleaſant. Ge 
It werean ir finite thing to alledge the examples of to 
thoſe, which haue not onely with an vndaunted cou- ſh 
rage waited for torments, but perſwaded by Reaſon, fo 
haue ſought and endured them with a kinde-of plea- _ Vs 
{ure. | th 
You know,how that in Zacedamoria, young Chil- eq 
dren whipped one another, when one could not per- 4A 
cclue in their face any token or apprehenſion of pain: te! 
What then? were they infenſible > No certainly, but w! 
in thoſe tender yeeres they had fo fully perſwaded 4r 
chemſelues,that it was a great glory, to ſuffer and en- . th 
dure,to doe their Countrey feruice,that by their cou- di 
rage they eaſily ouercame paine, and priete, and de 
laughed at that,others were wont to weepe for, Can= nm 
not we for the honour of Vertue doe the like as they Mm 
did for thehonour of their Countrey> And for the an 
quietneſſe of our Minde, thac whic!1 they did for the 
good of their Common wealth > A/exanders Page an 
ſuffcred himſelfe ro be burned with a Cole,and made H 
no ſhew to be mooued ac it, leaſt he ſhould commit to 
any vnſeemely thing in his Maſters preſence, and of 
trouble the Ceremony of the Sacrifice, And ſhall gr 
not we in the preſence of Men, Angels, Nature, and 1n 
of God himſfelfe.cndure ſomwhar thar may ſhew we no 
can accommodate our ſclues vnto the Lawes of the ou 
World,and to the VVill of our Soueraigne ? Pompey qu 
being Ambaſſadour for the Romanes, was ſurprited bo 


by 
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by King Gewmtius, that indeauoured to wreſt from him 


Publique affaires : bur ro ſhew him, there was no 
torture that could draw it from him,he put his owne 
Finger in the Fire,and ſuffered itto burne,vnrill that 
Geni#ns hiraſelte plucked it away, He ſought torment 
to make ſhew fd ſtrength of his fidelitic: And 
ſhall we betray our Soule,it torments befall vs > And 
forget the ductic we awe vnto that,that is Diuine in 
vs? Shall we then beare a deiected minde, and .in- 
thrall ic to our body, to condole and ſuffer paines 
cquall with it > Farre more generous was that braue 
Anaxarchns , that halte bruized in the Tyrants Mor- 
ter, would neuer confefle his minde to be touched 
with paine:Stampe on ( quoth he) the caſe of 4nax- 
archus , for as for him you cannot hurt, Hence came 
that faire refolution. Hence as from aquick-ſpring 
did flow that Conftancie,whereby he had learncd ts 
deſpiſe the body,as a thing that is not our owne, nor 
in our power, and vic iras a borrowed garment, to 
make ſhew fora time of our minde, vpon this low 
and tranfitorie Theater. 

Now, were not he ouer-nice that ſhonld howle 
and cry out, becauſe his Gowne were ſpoyled, or a 
Hooke had grapled it, or ſome one going by,had 
torne it? ſome baſe Broker, that would make gaines 
of ſuch Ware,would complaine of it, A Puince, a 
great Man, a wealthy Citizen,weu:d laugh at ir, and 
in compariſon of the reſt of his wealth, would make 
no reckoning of ir, Let vs value our felues as we 
ought to- doe, let vs be curious of our Honour and 
quietnefſe, and we ſhall make little account of all our 
body can ſuffer in thts VVorld, Yea, but the p_ 
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will beſo great, we ſhall loſe our Life by.it, and ſhall 


ſce the Thread of our yecres cut off in the veric mid- | 
dle; Vho can free himſelfe from the Feare of this | 
blow, that eucn Nature her ſelfe doth abhorre? for 
though Death comes in due time, yet it is dreadfull: | 
How much worie will it be when it is haltened, and 
gathereth vs vp freihand greene, inthe very prime of | 
our Youth? VVedeceiuc our {clues, our Death hatl | 
nothing dreadtull of her ſelf: more then our Birth, | 
Nature hath nothing that is ſtrange and terrible, 
Death is amongſt vs euerie day. and doth not ſcare 
vs,We dye cucrie day,and cueric houre of our Life 
that is paſt,is dead, Ir is not the laſt drop comes our 
of the Bottle emprieth jr,but finiſheth it; and the laſt 
moment of-our-Life doth not cauſe Dcath,bur only 
{heweth it, The chiefeſt part of Death conſifteth in 


| 

\ 

| 

1 

e 

that wee haue lived; the more wee deſire to live, R 
. 

{ 

1 


the more wee defire Deach ſhould gaine by vs : but 
from whenc? comes this deſire? Eucn from the O- 
pinion of the Vulgar,that meaſures all by the Yard, 
and deemes nothing precious that is not great; 


v 
whereas exquiſite and excellent things are common- o 
ly thinne and ſlender. Ic is the part of a skilfull work-- 
man to encloſe much ina little ſpace; and we may C 
fay,rhat itis almoſt farall to illuſtrious men to dye: 6 
quickely : great Vertue and long Life ſcldome n 
meetes together, Life is meaſured by the End; {\ 
ſo that it bee good, all the reſt hath. its propor- D: 
tion ; quantitie auayleth . nothing, to make it a1 
| more or lefſe happy; a little Circle is as round. \, 
as a great, It is Figure doth all. Yer you will. £ 
ſay , onewould wiſh to dic quietly in his bed, a= _,. 
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monegſt his owne people, comforting them, and 
receiuing comfort from them againe, It is a pittiful! 
thing to bee killed in a Corner, and be deprined of 
decent Funerals, So many men that goe to the wars, 
and take Poſt to bee preſent at a Battell, arcnot of 
this Opinion. They are going to die all aliue , and 
burie themſelues among their enemies. Little chil- 
dren feare masked men; vncouer their faces, they 
feare themno more : Eucn fo beleeuc mee, Sword 
and the flames of Fire terrifie vs in the manner as we 
imagine them; take off the maske , the Death where- 
with they threaten vs,is the very ſame whereof wo- 
men and little chiidren die. But I ſhall leaue be- 
hinde little children without helpe or affiſtance ; as 
if thoſe children belonged more vnto youi, then vn« 
to God; as if you loned them more then he, which is 
the firſt and rruectt Father, or as if you had more 
meanes to keepe them ſafe then hee. No, no, the 
ſhall have the common Father ofall the world, that 
ſhall watch ouer them, and preferue chem vnder the 
wings of hisfauour, as he doth all his creatures from 
the greateſt to the leaſt, 

Euils then arencuer ſo great, as our Ambitious 
Opinion ſerreth them foorth vnto vs ; ſhee doth 
fright vs by her guile : Burt ſhee doth alrogether 
marre and-corrupt vs, when as ſhee ftriues to per- 
{wade vs, that in ſuch occaſions we muſt grieue and 
pine our ſelues. Certainely, if the forrow it bring- 
eth had nothing worſe then the deformitic where- 
withall it is accompanyed ,” wee ought to tiye 
from it with might and maine. Obſcrue it, as ſoone 
as ſhee getterh into vs, thee filleth vs with ſuch 
F 2 a 
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a ſhame, wee dare not ſhew our {clues openly , ror 
ſo much as in-priuate to our friends ;.after we arc 
onceſeizedonby this paſhon, we tecke nothing bur 
an odde corner 16 lye:dreaming mn , and ſhun the 
fight of men : wewillhaue no witneſſes to our aCti- 
ons, theſight of our friends is troubleſome to vs; 
what is the meaning ofthis, but onely that ſhe con- 
demneth her {elfe, and-:doth acknowledge how vn- 
comely ſhe ts? would notyou thinke ſhe were a wo- 
man that-had been catcht 1n the a&t , that hideth and 
concealethherſelfe, and.is afraid tobe knowne? or 
Terewtius his Chereathathauing attired himſelte like 
an Eunuch , to pertormea pecce of knauerie,is oner- 
take in the midftof the ſtreet; or in a ſtrange houſe? Ir 
is indeed to apparell men like Eunuchs; yea,geld the 
altogether, as toſuffer them to fall into that ſorrow 
which bereaucththem.of whatſocuer they haue man- 


ly and generous:, and giueth vs all the countenances- 


and infirmities of women. $o the Thracians putmen 
that mourned into womens apparell, cither to make 
them aſhamed of themſclues, or to cauſe them to 
giue ouer quickly ſuch vacomely and effeminate be- 
hauior. But whatneed was there of ſuch clothes for 
that?for it ſcemes to me their countenances and their 
actions mighthaue bcena ſufficient token ro ſhew 
they were no more men. It was in my opinion a pub- 
like diſgrace , the Lawes inflicted vpon themfor 
their puſillanimitie, a ſummons to remember them- 
ſelues, and put on againe their manly courage. The 
Roman Lawes, that were more generous, haue not 
ſought remedies by diſgrace againſt theſe effeminate 
lamentations:for they haue viterly prohibited them, 
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bytheir firſt and pureſt ordinances. They deemed 
not the death of either father,mother, children, kin{- 
men,orfriends, aſufhicient cauſe that we ſhould vn- 
naturalize our ſelues, and commit any thing againft 
manlinefſe. They haue tolerated the firſt teares, that 
are wreſted by anew and freſh ſorrow: Thoſe teares, 
Lay , that may fall cuenfrom the eyes of Phyloſo- 
phers; and which with humanitic maintaine digni- 
tie:which may fallfrom our eyes, without Vertue fal- 
ling from our hearts. Such were thoſe, as I thinke, 
erickled along the cheekes of faire Parthes , when as 
Araſpes fell in loue with her , becauſe he had ſeene 
her to his great liking weepe very tenderly and pit- 
tifully for her husbands death. For the firſt violent 
brunt of ſorrow, raiſeth in vs ſuch lively paſſions, 


| that they ſlip caſily.into the minde of thoſe that look 


vpon vs, and fill them with alike ardour. Butthis 
mucterate ſorrow, thathath pierced vnto the very 
Marcow of our Bones , withereth ourface, & diſtur- 
beth our Soule, ſo that there remaineth nothing in 
vs, thatis louely.and gracefull. And if Nature hath 
diſpoſed of any thing comely in either our Body 
or in our Soule , it 15 faded by this bitter paſſion, 
as the beautic of a Pearle is diflolued in Vi- 
neger. 

Iris great pitty then to ſee vs, we watke with our 
head hanging downe , and our eyes fixed on the 
ground, our mouth without eter a word , our 
Iimmes without motion,and our eyes are inno ſtead 
but ro weepe:you would deeme vs to bebut ſweating 
Katues; it is not without cauſe the Poets haue recor- 
ded, Niobe was turned into an image of ſtone with 
: - xo or F 3; _ | - own 
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ouer-much weeping. Their intention was not onely | * 
thereby,as an Ancient hath thought, to repreſent to L 
vs the {ilence ſhee kept in her mourning ; bur alſo 5 
teach vs,ſhe had Joſt all manner of feeling by giuing J 
her ſelfe ouer to ſorrow, Ve ought then to auoyde 
it, were itbut for that it is ſo vnbeſcemingand dif. © 
honourable, © 
Furthermore; jr is ſtrangely hurtfull, and ſo much =", 


the more infects vs ynder colour of doing good; (he 
waketh as if ſhe did haſten to helpe vs,and contrart- F 
wiſe the doth offend vs; ſhe ſeemeth to pull the Iron * 


trom the wound, and ſhee driueth it-into the very 
heart ; ſhee doth promiſe vs Phyficke, and the gt- rit 
ucth vs Poyſon , her Blowes are ſo much the harder G 


to putby, and her Attempts too crofle, becauſe wo 
ſhe is an enemy fed and brought vp with vs , ſo that h. 
we haue bred our ſelues to our owne miſchiefe, It  * 
was ſhe, in my opinion, the Comicall Grecke ſpoke a 
of, when as he cryed out againſt men : O poore Py 
people, how manyeuils doe you wittingly endure a 
beſides thoſe needfull Nature ſendeth vato you? for 
who can wee complaine of, butof our ſclues, when 
after the feeling of cuils paſt, wee retaineftill their 
gricfe, and opinianate our ſelues to ruminateand 
continually bring them into our memory z or that 
for feare of time to come , we faint for want of ſpi- 

rit and courage? Doth not this euill befallto vs from <9 
our ſelues > whereof we oughrnot ro wonder, that I 
itis fo laſting , ſeeing it is, like Rivers which come :; _ 
trom the Sca,andreturne into it, and fetching their * 
ipring from the ſame place they runne into, arc 
neucr dryed vp. Poore fooles/why do we fo carefully --* 
water 
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water this plant, that bearcth ſuch bitter fruite? Car 
we finde any good taſte in theſe moanes, grietes,ſor- 
rowes, {ighes, wherewithall ſhe peſtereth our life, 
and poyloneth all our aCtions > for as long as ſhee 
dwelleth with vs,what doe we doe worthy the name 
ofmen > when doe wee thinke of doing ſeruice to 
our countrey , or performing the dutie of good 
Subic&s,to oppoſe our ſelues againſt the factions of 
the wicked, to defend the Lawes from the aſſaults 
of Ambition and Couetouſneſle, to protect our 
friendes from the oppreſſion of the malicious ? 
what reſpite have we from this importunate paſſion, 
to lift vp our eyes to heauen, and with a pure ſpi- 
rit gine thankes vnto thac great and ſoueraigne 

God, that hath placed vs here in this world , and 

beſtowed vpon vs fo many bleſſings and fauours, 

that if wee had nothing elſe-to doe but to giue him 

prayſe , yet wee ſhould not haue halfe time enough 

to glue him his due > Truely ſhee cannot bee excu- 

ſed: ſhe is eithervery vndifcreet,or very malicious; 

eitherher end is bad, orelfe ſhe erreth and ſtrayeth 

from her end, 

If it be her drift to encreaſe our eni!s , and that the 
more ſhe ſeizeth on vs. the heauter & more diſtafiful 
ſhe makes our life : way do nor we put her backe at 
her firſt entrance ? why doe not wee ſhut her our of 
doores ? orat leaſt, why doe nor we driuc her away 
by the head and ſhoulders, as ſoone as we know her 
deſigne? weeare traytors to our ownereſt, if be- 
ing acquainted with irs enemies, if hauing notice of 
thoſe do diſturbe it, we receiue them , and vphtold 
them, and cheriſh them, 1t ir be her end to caſe our 
Ky a TOE nt lorrow, 
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ſorrow, te qualifie and ſoake it in'our teares, VVhy 
ſhould we imploy ſolong, fo bad and raſhan Officer | 
that doth what is cleane contrarie to her intent ? 
Whodid euer ſee her attainevnto it 2 VVhat Mind * 
did ſhe euer enter, that ſhe hath comforted > But * 
contrartwiſe, it fhe found it quaking, hath ſhe not 
quite ouerthrowne it? If vpon falling,ouerwhelmed 
it? There commeth not one out of her Clawes but 
{ſpoyled,maymed,and bruized, When ſhe hath gone 
ouer it,the keaucth behinde neitherſtrengrth,nor refi- 
ſtance,and becommeth like vnto a deepe and hollow 
place,which is not onely defyled with the filth that 
groweth in it, but on all fides, Sinckes and Gutters | 
run into it, ſo chat pure Water is corrupted therein. 
For a mi poſſefſed with Sorrow,is offended with his 
owne Euils and other mens both, with publiqut and 
priuate : euen good fortunes betalling him, doe dif- 
pleaſe him. All things waxe tart in his Mind,as meat 

doth in a deboſhed Stomake. But beſides all this, I 
fay that Sorrow comming vpon ſuch an occaſion, as 

it doth to you,is verie vniuſt, and I dare almoſt call ' 
it impious, For what is it,butaraſh and outragious » 
complaint againſt Natureand the Common Law of 
the VVorld ? 

The firft voyee which is pronounced by Nature,is 
that all things which are vnder the Circle of the 
Moone mult periſh, and as they haue had a begin- 
ning,ſo ſhall they haue an end. You would free your | 
Citie from itas by a Priuiledge, and make it Immor- 
rall. Kingdomes,States,and Townes are of the ſame * 
condition the other parts of the World are of , nay, 
their being is more vncertaine and weaker, For moſt 
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” other things hauc their forme, which vniteth their 


members ſo ftraite and fo ſtrong with one only knot, 
that they can hardly be ſeuered : but States and Ci- 
tics are compoſed of ſo many different things one 
from another, which are knit and gathered together 
onely by the will and conſent of men, mooued to a 
communion and ſocicty, by ſome Celeftiall inclina- 
tion, And that will and conſent being ſubie& to 
wauer,the ruine of Townes is ftill at hand,and almoſt 
preſent : for from the ſtirring and motion of that 
conſent,ſprings warres, and ſeditions, which bring 
them to their end, But though no diſeaſes doe befall 
them,that ts ro fay,violent miſchances, wherewithall 
moſt commonly they periſh; yet age muſt make an 
end of them by the Common Law of the World, 
for they hauc their Youth,their virility, their Olde 
age, like men; and though all thereſt of their age 
hath been ſtrong and ſound, yet Age muſt conſume 
them. Now if we haue fore-ſcene this,why arc we 
vexed at it > If we haue notfore-ſecne it, what doc 


 'we complaine of, but of our imprudencie > The 
condition of Nature is very hard and wretched, if 


ſhe mult beare the blame & wrong of all ſuch things 
as are vnknowne to vs, when they come to paſſe, Is 
it her fault we know them not? Hath ſhe concealed 
it from vs? Is there cuer anooke in the VVorld where 
ſhe hath notſet it in writing ? It is wonderfull that 
we arc more iuſt and righteous to euery one then to 
Nature,which neuertheleſle is more gratious and fa- 
uourable to vs then all the reſt, If we had hyred a 
Houſe, and the Owner were in mind to pull ic down 
becauſe it were olde, and muſt build it vp aging, os 

| G that 
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that he would apply it to his owne vie: we would go Þ 
forth willingly, and ſecke for another withoutany Þ 
moreadoe, Why ?itis the Common Law thar ſuf- | 
fereth him ro make vſe of his owne in this faſhion. þ 
Would you know who be thoſe which doe gricuc 
when they muſt remooue, that complaine, and vexe 
theraſelues > They be the Children of ſuch as haue 
Leaſes for many yeeres, becauſe they haue ſeene their | 
Farhers enioy them ſtill, they neuer troubled them- þ | 
ſclues to looke into the Titles of their Houſe, they 
made account the Fee fimple was rheirs, and fed 
themſelues with that opinion. They paſſed their 
youth and neuer learned any Trade, neuer vied to 
worke; when as they are growen in veeres, the Leaſe |} 
i5.expired; they muſt prouide themſelues elſe-where, | 
This vnexpected blow aſtoniſheth them, they weepe, | 
they lamenit,& in ſtead of giuing the Owner thankes | 
for ſuffering them to enioy it ſo long at fo good a | 
rate,they rayle on him. But we are yet fatre vnwiſtr, | 
and more vniuſt towards Nature, then they are to- | 
wards their Land-Lords: For they perchance hauea | 
chargeable Leaſe on it,they haue perhaps payed a 
great In-come: we are here but Tenantsar VVill, | 
what we haue wehold itby intreatie, and onelyfora 
while, They haue forborne to giue them warning 
vntill ſucha time the Leaſe was expired : but Nature : 
doth declare to vs every day the Conditions we line 
here vpon. 6 54171 | 
I pray you tell me,when we come into the World, | {; 
<doe we center it,orare we brought into.it > Doe wee | wy 
come into it to command , or to ſerue,- to glue the! x 
Law,or to.recciue it? I thinke, you will anſwer me | 
my 
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ina word, that we come into it,to obey, and follow 
what we finde alreadie eſtabliſhed. We muſt accom- 
modate our {ciues to Scaſons, Dayes, and Nights,to 
the temperature of countreys z briefly vnto all that 
happeneth in the gouernment of the world, Now 
this Law is milde, kinde, gracious, all that is iu it, if 
we conſider it wel,is meant for our good and fauour, 
And neuerthelefle it there were any: hard thing in 
it,the onely way to mitigate neceſſary feruitude were 
to obey voluntary. Ought nvt wee to thinke , that 
when we come into the world , we do bargaine with 
Nature,and binde our {clues to obſcruc the lawes ſhe 
bath given andpubliſhed fo many ages ſince in Cit- 
ties;Common-wealths &Kingdomes?As ſhe is wile, 
prouident,and dcfirous to preſerue the beautic of her 
worke, ſhe hath giuen to cuery thirg as long a conti- 
nuance as ſhe can; but the vice, and impertection of 
the matter,whereof things are created,hath beene the 
cauſe, chat of earthly things , there can be none im- 
mortall;and euen of thoſe that are mortall, many laſt 
not ſo long as their nature requireth, the vice of the 
matter preventing the grace of Nature, The remedy 
ſhe hath prouided for this inconuenience, isa laſting 
by ſucceſſion ſhee hath giuen vnto things , fo that 
looſing one forme , they recemeanorher, nothing ar 
all being loſt bur onely altered : ſhee Keeper 
the earth in her hands like ſoft-Clay , which 
ſhee kneadeth and 'mouldeth ouer againe in ſundry 
faſhions,giuing it a new face,coucring the old figure 
with a freſh one,and by thoſe meanes doth imitate in 
this world immortalitic.,, which ſhe could not alto» 


gether affoord it, 
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From thence it is, that Townes, Kingdomes,and 
Empires,change in this manner, & grow out cf one 
anothers ruines, The Play is altered till,and notÞing 
remaineth ſure and firme but the Stage. What is 
there more iuft, ſeeing tharſhe is acomm.vn Mother 
to all men,then for her to deſire to grace all parts of 
the Earth with a turne of greatneſle & magnificence, 
which ſhe harh cauſed to paſſe from placeto place ? 

- This turneatlaſt is come to vs, and we haue ſcene in | 
our dayes,. our Countrey ſo plentifully ſtored with | 
Riches,Glory, Wealth.Pleaſure, that we could wiſh 
for no more. Weare now vpon our returne, our. | 
good Fortune is fled from vs,as out of a houſe cracke. | 
and crazed on all ſides; we haue ſtayd behinde look- 
ing for itsfall:ſomecry out, ſome gaze vpon it, ſome | 
runne away.. VV hat isthere ſomuch to wonder at ?- 
An old mandyeth; an old houſe falleth, what ſhould | 
you cry out for > What is there in it,but what you | 
ſee cuery day,and cucry.where? Fruit doth bloſſome,. * 4 
knot,increaſc,ripen, rot: Hearbes ſpring vp, ſpread. tl 
forth,wictheraway:- Trees grow.ſtand a whilc,and af< | he 
terwards are dryed vp: Ki lining Creatures are | D 
brought forth, liue,and atlaft dye. Time it-ſelfe,that | Þc 
wrappcth all the World, is in the end wrapped | 
in its owne ruine: As it ſlippeth away, ſo it is | "* 
conſumed; it rowleth ſoftly ſeaſons one vpon ano-. | '!: 
ther, and all thoſe that are paſt, are loſt, Of all + P< 
thoſe changeable- things, what would you make* | '< 
confiant > Of all thoſe morrall things, what would #4 
you make immortal] > VVill you make me: won» V3 
der > Let me ſee ſomething permanent in this 
World.. 

But 
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But I doe you wrong to entertaine you with ſuch 
groſſc reafons,you,I ſay,wholſe laborious ſtudie isas 
the mirrour of Nature, and which may repreſent to 
your ſclues in an inſtant, and draw from the treaſure 
of your memory the face of the world, as it hath bin 
eucr {ince its creation, Run,I pray you, ouer itagain, 
and confider what is bec9me of thoſe great and ad- 
mirable Citries, builded vp wich ſo many yeares la- 
beur,beautified with ſo many toyles, enriched with 
ſo many troubles.Each of them hath had many ages 
that hauc not becne otherwiſe imployed , but to di- 
ſpoile the reſt of the world, to furniſh and bedecke 
them. Fs ſheweth you Troy the great, prowd Boby- 
low , ſtatcly leruſalem ; Africke (etteth forth Thebes 
with a hundred gates, mighty Carthage, wealthy A- 
lexardria; Europe reprelenteth vnto you learned A- 
8h4x5, trriumphing Conſtantinople, and Rewe,the mira» 
cle of all Cicties,and of all the world, What reaſon 
do you thinke ic were all theſe faire Cities haue ſo 
flouriſhed, bur onely.to be-ouerthrowne? And why 


| hauc they been ouerthrowne ſo often, ſauing that the 
| Deftinie ſeemed to {tand out againſt Nature,and vp- 
| hold the frailtic of humane things > How many 


times hath euery one of them ſeene their enemies o- 
nerthrow their walles,ſack their houſes, kill their cit- 
tizens, and burne their Churches?Their neceſſitie to 


, periſh hath been ſo great, that when they haue wan- 


ted forreine enemies to worke their ouerthrow, they 
hauc armed their owne Inhabitants,to execute what 
was ordained about theirend, There is no remedy, 
that is the Law,you caunot goe againſt it: when v/ce 
ſee,or heare of others ruines, that is a fore-iudge- 
| LEEDS. apt» 
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ment for vs,when our time is come: what happeneth 
co one,may happen to all; the blow thathitteth the 
formoſt,threatnerh him thatfolloweth, 

Scipio he that ouerthrew Carthage, ſeeing fire in it, 
which deuour:d ſuch inflaite richefle and ſtately 
buildings, & confumed the mightieſt City of Africa; 
moued with compaſſton tor the {raiity of humane 
affaires,fell a weeping for the miſchicte he did, and 


. 


vttered two verlies of Homer to this fence. 


A fatall day will come wherein Troy ſo doughty, 
with Priam and bis ſubits ſhall ali be made a booty, 


Meaning of Rome what the Poet had {poke of Trey, 
but he was farre decejued in his Propheſie , for how 
many dayes,and not one alcne hath ſhe becn made a 
bootie ? how many times ſacked 7 how many times 
deſtroyed? how many times burnt? and yet thee hath 
raiſed her ſelfe out of her aſhes;and being obftinately 
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bent to withſtand her own wiſchiefe,ſeemeth to haue | 


tired her ill fortune, that ſhe would not worke her ru- | 


inc any more, Notwithſtanding the common Law | 


teacheth vs, ſhe2 muſt ſuffer as others haue done, | 


and though ſhee did eſcape ſome ages , yet ſhall ſhe | 
not eſcape the end of all, and the firing of the | 


world. Plato had much troubled his braines to lay | 


the foundation of his Common-wealth fo faſt, that 


ſhe might be permanent and eucrlaſting : and not- | 


withſtanding after you have granted hun all his | 


dreames for true , and you aske him , whether this 


faire Common-wealth can bec made immortall with | 
all his precepts ? hce hath ircely acknowledged ut | 


} 
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could not : he , I fay, which maintained the world to 
bee ELF Bur being delirous to grace his 
workes, and flatter his OWNe CONCEItS , he bri Ingeeh 
in the Muſes, difcourfing of the cont Lance of 
ftates,and prop zoſeth certaine proportions of num- 
bers , by the obſcruation whereof , they might bee 
ke! pr vp Houriſhing a long time, "266 yet a auouch- 
eth plainely , that as all States haue their birth , and 
beginning , I they mult have their end, It is the 
common Fawof Nature to which wee mult boy, 
and follow willingly, leaſt it ſhould dragge vs 
away with violence : obedience vuto it 1s {wecte, 
violence full of paine and ſhame, 

In the meane time I vnderſtand well enough 
what you would ſay, It 1s as it ſcemeth wee baſten 
our ſelues our owne dc [truction , and with our 
hands puſh forward the end of this pooce King- 
dome _and doe not ſtay vntill old age carcieth it a- 
way , that it way ſweetly, aud without ftriuing, 
paſſe ye n life to death You decciuc your felfe, rh = 
creatures never dic othcrwite , they nclicr have 
an ca{je end: for as thoſe which die of difea- 
ſes , whoſe cauſes lay in the {inewes and braines, 
arc troubled with great conutions afore they 
ole vp the Gho i: the like have Common- 
wealth cs , winch © commonly come to ruine, be- 
cauſe their Lawes, that are as their {inewes, arc 
broken and violated. Now 1t it bee as they viu- 
ally ſay, that fore-iecne blowes amaze not ſo much, 
we hauc,as it feemeth to me , greatoccafion to home 
MOrC paticntly, & with more refolution the fall of our 
State. 
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State , ſeeing how long it is ſince it began to ſhake, 
and the great tokens , and apparent markes wee haue 
had heretofore of its ruine. 
Firſt,it it is very old,and fo old, that there was ne- | 
uer any one ſcene to laſt ſo long. To waxeoldis to © * 
be accuſtomed to die, They vie to aske commonly 
of ſuch as are exceeding old , whether they be yet a- 
livezwe ought rather ro wonder at their lite, then ar 
their death ;when they are dead, they ſay, He is gone 
at laſt,as it they would ſay, He hath held out longer | 
the one wouldhaue thought. Beſides his age hehath | 
had two hundred yeares ſince, great and irkeſome 
diſcaſcs. The quarrels of Or leans and Burgundy haue 
brought him to the brimme of his grauc. Being re- | 
couercd of this great fall,and growne healthy again,  *' 
he bath liued very looſely vnder Francis and Henrie | © 
the ſecond : in this diſordered and lewd life, he hath | © 
gathered many ill humours, and farre worſe condi- : 
tions.Vnder the youth of our laſt Kings,” he is retur- | *© 
ned to his infancie,and hath wholly altered his com- ; 
I 
r 
P 
tl 


plexion; for ſincethe faſhions of ſtrangers began 
"to pleaſe vs, ours haue beene fo depraucd and cor:- | 
rupted, that we may ſay long agoe weare no more 
French-men. There is no part of this State that hath | 
not beene onely ſpoyled , but euen made infamous 
with exceſſc and ſuperfluitie : for as touching our | ®© 
Nobilitic , which1s the chicfcRpillarof our King-| *! 
dome', and that hath raiſed it vnto the greatnefſe © 
we haue ſecne it, and cuer maintained the ſame,' *! 
and vnto Which is truly due the glory the French! { 
name hath/ among forreine Nations; they haue o-, 
mitted no craft and guileto ſpoyle and driuc it "y 
olf 
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of heart, and drowne inJuxury,, ſenſuality, and co- 
uetouſneſſe that ancient generofitie they had heredi- 
tary from their fathers, & cauſe them to loſe the loue 
they owed to the ſafetic of their ſtate, As for the 
church, vhich ought to haue bin the mocher of piety, 
the pattern of good manners,the bond of alother or- 
ders;they haue diſhonoured & defamed her as much 
as they can ,making the greateſt charges, & prelacies 
to be the reward of the vileſt , yea fowleſt ſeruices of 
the Court, Sothat impietie and ignorance haue in 
many places fate them down vpon the throne of holi- 
nes & truth, made the order odious by the lewdnes 
of ftich as were preferred thereto. The officers of I- 
ftice, who alone might in ſome ſort haue kept the reſt 
in their dutie, if they had bin honeſt & true, as they 
ought to haue bin, haue ſuffered a maruellous chage; 
their principall authority hath bin withdrawne to- 
wardstheſoucraign,not to be adminiſtred,but peruer- 
ted by courtiers,at their pleaſure that were in fauour, 
And to crowne ſo many diſorders, and heape vp mit- 
chiefe on vs ouer and ouer, are falne out the quar- 
rels about Religion, vpon which occaſion haue been 
ray{ed parties and faftions by whomfoeuer it hath 
pleaſed , which were cafily entertained by the facili- 
tie and lightneſle of our people,and by the deuices of 
our neighbours, which ſought toſbc!rer chemſclues 
vnder our ruines, VVith theic ſparks hath bin kindled 
the fire that hath almoſt conſumed vs; enery one hath 
runto it, not to quenci it , but to carry away his 
ſhare , as out of a general: firing. 
Muſt we wonder ifan old ſtate dieth of ſuch a dif- 
ceaſe?we ought rather to admire if irſhould recouer it, 
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Adde vnto this old Propheſies which long 2g0e' 
were made touching irs deſtruction , which to our 
grcat griete hauc proued ſo true, that they haue got 
glory vnto the Art, and credit vnto ſuch people as 
hauc euer beene held foriCheaters : VVhich reacheth 
vs,that reuolutions of great States come from aboue 
and arc declared cuen afore they come to paſſe. I fay 
then, when as that which you feare ſhould happen,it 
were butan ordinary thing, naturall, & foreſene;8: 
cherefore we ought to beare it patiently , as we doe 
the viciſficude of ſeaſons, the alteration of elements, 
and other changes wee dayly ſee in all parts of the 
world. And notwithſtanding , I doe not fay it 15a 
thing muſt come to paſſe vpon neceſſitic, & deſpaire 
not yet of the well-fare of my poore France , nor of 
my poore Parzzyea I perſwade my ſelf, that if her end 
and ruine cannot be auoyded, God will put it off 
till ſome other ſeaſon: for although the ſignes of 
this diſeaſe, not onely contagious, but alſo peſtilent 
and infeCtious , that hath ſeized on this State, are 
deadly for the moſt part; nenertheleſſe itijcemerh 
Nature now beginneth to helpe her ſelte, and the 
noble parts ſhew yet ſome ſtrength and linelineſle to 
endure the remedies, 

The people which ſuftered themſclues to bee car- 
ryed away with this ruinous commotion,and by the 
windes of Feare and Hope ; Feare to loſe their Relt- 
g10n,and Hope of ſome eaſe and reliete: ſee plainely 
they have by their mad counſels drawne on the mif- 
chictes they ſhunned , and put backe the good they 
expected. Let vs ſuffer the humours to ripen,and you 
ſhallſce Nature will worke of her ſelte, and bring 

| zorth 
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forth wholeſome effects; moreouer the leaders of the 
people, begin to lolethe hope that moued them to 
this proiect : that beame of popular fauour , Which 
had rowzed their ſpirits, is paſt like a lightning, and 
Fortune hath ſhewed ſhe did not favour them fo 
much for their good,as for our miſchicte. They ſee 
more,and ſee 1t euidently,that irangers,with whom 
they made account to vnder-proppe their Zreatnes, 
wiſhfor nothing fo carneſtly, as for their ruine, and 
borrow their armes, onely to make vie of them, to 
doe their worke,hauing refolued not to doe thera a- 
ny other fauour, but what the @yclope of Homer pro- 
miſed to YIy//es, which was to cate him vp laſtof all. 
Doe you thinke them fo vnwile to their owne good, 
and fo vanaturail to their owne countrey,ſo ingrate- 
full co the people, who haue loucd chem fo well,that 
ſeeing things in this caſe, they chuſe not rather to 
make Fraxce beholden to them, reſtoring peace, and 
reſt vnto her,and keeping ftill thoſe great and hono- 
rable titles, which they may haue; then to make their 
name and memory odious for euer, caſting them- 
ſeluesvnder the ſhametull bondage of an ambitious 
Spaniard , and tuinble downe headlong with them 
ſuch as haue pur their life and ſafetic in truſt vpon 
their fidelitic? No, I willneuer beleeue they intend 
to ſtaine their reputation with ſo baſe an a&tion, and 
therefore I hope they will bend themfclues vnto 
the wiſhes of the people , that inuite them to quiet- 
neſle : if they doe it, what ſhould not wee hope for? 
and when they doc it, what ſhould wee deſpaire of- 
ſecing that God hath brought foorth in our dayes. 
and juſt vpon the nicke of this fatall commorion, a 
H 2 Princc 
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Prince to ſucceed this crowne , onely in the world a- 
ble co raiſe vp, either by peace or warre,the burthen 
of this decaying State, For peace he hath the name 
of that Great and Royall familie of Saint Lewes, 
which calleth backe to his obedience all the Sub- 
ie&ts of this Kingdome, which cannot hope tobee 
goucrned by a happier aufpice , then of the Race of 
thatgreotKing, that hath raiſed vp to neauen our 
French Scepter, and hath lifted himfelfe on high 
by his pietic , to bee as the Guardianand Tutelarie 
Saint of this Stare, Hee hath a naturall goodnefle 
and clemency , that reacheth euen to extremitie, 
and would make him to be ſuſpected of negligence, 
it his valour and generofitie , which appeareth in 
all the parts of his life , did not blot out this ſuſpt- 
tion, For tkough his Fortune , more crofled then 
any Piinces of his time , hath brought him foorth 
amidſt ciuill armes , and amongſt inturies, you can- 
not marke one onely example of Reuenge ; being 
ſo farre irom doing it , that hee hath nor ſo much 
as ſought for it, thinking himſelte to be ſufficiently 
reuenged, in deſpifing his enemies, and taking away 
from them the meanes to doe harme: fo that he hath 
made it doubrfull , whether it bee more happy for 
him to overcome his enemies,or for them to be van« 
quiſhed by him. 

Now, if with all this, God that keepeth the 
hearts of Kings in his hand , doe diſpoſe his, to 
that which is yet necefſarie for the perfect vnion 
of his Subie&s, and to that end conuerteth him 
to the Catholicke Faith , and Religion of 
the Kings his predeceſſours ; who can hinder 
OUL: 
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our happineſſe and repoſe > Now wee haue 
great reaſon to hope well of it, as they report 
of tl2 nature of this Prince, wh is very Capa- 
ble of reaſon , and eafie to bee perſwaded vnto 
thar , which they make appeare to him to bee 
fit _ bee done. Wee know what hee hath pro- 
miſed about it to all his Nobilitie, hee hath bin 
ever commended. to bee 2 faichfull Prince , = 
who ncuer breakes his word; I affure my {elfe, i 
the. end wee ſhall haue what wee ought to — 
fire at his hands in this reſpect , and by thoſe 
meanes ſhall beate downe the armes of ſuch, who 
proteſt to haue taken them .onely for this occa- 
ſion. It notwithitanding the obſtinacie of thoſe, 
who ſeeke their greatneſle in publike ruines, doth 
inforce him to trie out by the edge of the firord; 
what the edge of reaſon ought to decide: who dd 
ſucceede to "this Stare more (officient to ſettle 
” Kingdome anew apaine , and couer vnder 
2 ſhaddow of his buck er this poore crowne, al- 
me ted on all fides? God hath giucn him a heart 
full of valour , an inuincible courage in ad- 
uerſjtie; and !eait his courage ſhould bee flacke- 
ned with oucr-much reſt, hee hath exerciſed him 
from his childe-hood in continuall travels and 
dangers , with {ici Fortune, that fo many hazar- 
dous paſſages hauc beene to him in ſtead of a 
Schoole of Vertue , and a Harveft of Glory, 
and feemeth certainely , ſeeing the progreſle of 
his Fortune , that ſhe hath on purpoſe raiſed this 
warre, and called to it ſo many ſ{zuera!l nations, to 
behold the ſpectacle of an extreame valour , and an 
b-- H 3 Xx: 
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extreme good fortune, No,no,belceue it,you never 
obſerued in the ſucceſſion of times and courſe of 
ages, that States are onerthrowne , when God fend- 
eth ſuch Princes to command them. They haue per- * 
haps beene ſhrewdly ſhaken and toſſed , but after- 
wards,they haue ſetled themſelues againe by the ver- 
true of fuch Commanders; ſo that I preſume, that the 
motion and change weteele, isnot for the cxtirpa- 
tion of the State, but onely an incifion that is made 
witha painefull and rough inſtrument; and in liey 
of the branch God hath cut off, hee will puton a 
graft vpon the royall ſtocke. And therefore I hope 
God will tnde,when we looke leaſt for it, fome con- 
uenient meanes to ſaue vs all, and ſpecially this faire = 
and famous Cittie, wherein there is anumber of 
men,which call ypon him with a pure hearr. 

Neuerthelefle, if it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, wee 
muſk take it patiently : for ſuch great accidents hap- 
pening by the eternall prouidence, it is no more 
lawful then poſſible to oppoſe our ſelues againſt rhe, 
& ſay further, that ir is neither iuſt, nor profitable to 
be vexed for them; being moſt certain,that whatſoc- 
uer 1s ordained by that ſoucraigne Hand , is for our 
good and his glory. But ſince it is ſupper time, and 
that this diſcourſe may be betrer continued by thoſe 
that hearken to me, then by my ſelte, I wil leaue it to 
them,ſeeing our miſerie is common, that they may 
affoord ſomething to our common corfort, 

There Mu{#us ended , and we roſe with a morc 
{etled minde then wee fate downe. This is not all, 
quoth I, Muſes : ſeeing you diſcharge your {elt: 
trom proſecuting the diſcourſe you haue began, 

you 
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vou muſt chooſe ſome one that will finiſh it. Wher- 
Fw upon he kiſſing a withered poſie that he held in his 
3. hand,preſented it to Orphens, Ipgiue it you, quoth 
he, againſt to morrow : I accept ,an{wered Orphess, 


e the poſte , but not the charge to come vpon the 
x ſtage after Roſciws as the Proucrbe is. And fo 

\# wee parted with a mutuall promiſe to 

wg mectcthere againe the next day 

Ie atthe ſame hourc, 
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Our Lerdſhips very wane (were there 
notbiugelſe that atd induce mc ) i = 
32 argument enoich to make me dc 

ate this and with it mJ OH} elfe i. 
{o to your Loraſhins ferntce : 
when by the world ( wich ſeldom 
gines Verine her due ) 15 4adrd ts your Loraſhip ſuch per- 
fections , as made the Heroes in former times {o farre 
ſurmount the ranke of ordinary men; ener knowing Ver- 
I could met < ule bat alle yy” 
your Lor «hip 1m theſe iitles, frem whence thoſe famous 
men thoazht themſelues to baue reapt no ſmall hoxor: and 
that was 1s patrons =/ng fudions tnaciuors Whith imtc- 
reſt in Jon iCrt 74) ) Come ratrer to be by me wt urped, th032 
ed, or rob deſerned'; blame inereie rot 
bur rather yonr Loreſhips Vertmcn: 
fame, tht 197 Lolde ned mat ſo far He £5 18 preſent ſo ſmall 
"ic if you wvonchfafe to looke 
7 ſhall 1h 1mke. wy [elfe boxnd 
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ER H E next Day, preſenily after 
dinner, there was an Ajlarum 
beaten in the towne,& becauſe 
2 we were all foure of one quar- 
Y ter, wee met together in the 
) Court of Guard: there we ga- 
> © G4 zcd onevpon another ſpeak.nz 
with our eyes and taces, & ſaying to our felues; what 
pittie is this, we mutt ſtand armed againſt our owne 
| £ood, and driue in a manner our good fortune from 
vs? for what good man is there, who doth not wiſh, 
cuen with the ſacking of the towne, rather to get out 
of this extreme miſexy,& deliuer the kingdome from 
ir, then to ſacrifice our lives thus to the rage and fury 
of a ſmall number of ſeditious , who deſtre to fatisfic 
their cruelty and couerouſnefſe, with our anguiſh & 
poucrtie 2 VVhatfatall ſluggiſhnefle is this , that all 
this people, orat leaſt , moſt of thoſe we ſee armed 
here, know their euils,and wiſh for its remedy ,8& may 
have itif they will, and notwithſtanding haue not the 
heart ſo muchas to complaine , and maintaine thoſe 
who ſhew them the way how to ſaue themſclues ? ſo 
far hath this poyſon of {edition ſevered their wils, & 
thetcare which the wicked haue printed in the hearts 
of fimple people, hath frozen their blood, and ſtifled 
their ſpirits Now being come ncere one to another: 
I 3 Well 
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Wellquoth 1L,our meeting is pur off, as farre as I ſee 
wearc like to want ſuch a ſweet aiternoone as we had 
yeſterEay. Nenerrheleſſc,this ſhallnotexcuſe you of 
that you owe vs,rather the forbearance ſhall encreale 
rhe debr,for as you ſee our cuils waxe great, fo your 
rcaſons muſt be ſtronger, Iieare muci,quoth he. this 
day wil ſcatter vs ,8 depriue vs periaps for euer of fo 
ſiveer & delightfome a fellowſhip. I can afſure you 
that if death had raken me away yeſtzrday when I 
came from you, ſhe had found me very content, and 
bad finiſhed my life ro my liking. For I confefle that 
the diſcourſe of Muſeu fo aſſwaged my griefe, and 
{> ſetled my minde by the weight of his realons, and 
by the ſweetneſle of his words , that I could wiſh to 
be ſad euery day, if I were ſure to be alwayes ſo well 
cheered vp. 

It is a happy diſeaſe that is cured with pleaſure:oh 
bow carneftly did I defire he ſhould haye continued 
his ſpeech,yea vpon condition Thad loſt my ſupper, 
nay vpon condition that I had not ſupped all the 
yecre. Such diſcourſes are nothing elſe but Near 8 
Ambreſia: it is mear more neceſſary this day to the 
mind,then bread & wine to the body; it is both nou- 
riſhment & phyſicke. I ſweare to you, when heard 
him me thought that the faire Heleza of Homer with 
the fame hand wherewithall ſhee ſtole the h:arcs of 
the Greekes and Trotzns,powred into my mouth that 
ſweet and gracious Vepeathes , which lulled .\}-2pc 
the ſorrow of the afflicted, & reſtored the their cou- 
rage. He hath, quoth I, turned over his charge in- 
ro a good hand: I hope what hce hath beganne well, 
vou will fintth 1t farre better. Thereupon it was 

told 
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told vs that tie noyſe was paſt, and we might retires 
Then I rooke them a!! three by the cloake : 1 on muſt 
come, faidT, where you promiſed yeſterday ; it is 
lawfull for armed men to right themfelves : it the 
Roman law permitted ro draw into Indgement 
thoſe who refuſed to- goe 3 how much more the 
right of armes> Wee will not goe onely, quoth 
Lizts, wee will runne thither. After wee were 
come in, and had pur oft our armes, and waiked a 
turne in the garden, to gather our ſpirits; I pray 
you quorth I , let vs take our places againe, and let vs 
proutdeforreſt, and quictnefſe , for inmy opinion 
wee ſhall haue time cnough to fland, And fince 
thar it belongs to you, Signior Orpheas, to continue 
this diſcourle, looke for no more intreaties, and vic 
noexcuſes, for ina word we will not receive them; 
after ſome ſuch ſummons Orphens began thus : 

Ir is indecd the greateſt, and ſureſt comfort man 
can receive, and take in publike , and private cala- 
mities, to pcrſwade himſelte , that whatſoeuer be» 
falleth him is ordained by that eternall power, 
diſtributed by that infinite wiſedome , which go- 
uerneth the world with the ſame goodnefſe and 
Tuftice wherewithall hee created ir, VVhen- this 
opinion is once rooted in the heart of man, I doe 
; not ſee what windes can thake his conſtancie : For 
| as much as wee ought to belecue, there commeth 
nothing from that kinde, and gracious hand , but 
what is intended for our good. Now although 
this Prouidence (which wee may define to bee the 
perpetuall care God hath in the gouernement'of 
all that Hee bath created ) Coth ſhine continy- 
ally 
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ally in-all the parts of. the world, and appea- 
reth in wonderfull effects ; neuerthelefle, moſt men 
turne their cyecs , and looke awrie vpon it, ſtriuing 
to deceiue theinſclues, to the end they may not bee 
beholden vnto that wiſe miſtrefle, who ruleth the 
birth , and conſerutth whatſocuer is ſeene in this 
'Vajuerſe, There hath bin truelie verie few, that 
durſt bee ſo impious as flatly to denie it; bur if there 
hath bin any, I will torget their names, and being fo 
vaworthy, I will ſuppoſe they neuer were. There are 
a number indeed , whoſe opinionsT haue heard, bur 
alwajes reic&ted, which acknowledging diuine wiſe- 
dome, and power in the firſt creation of the world, 
haue taken the gouernement thereof from it, after 
it hath bin created; ſome attributing it vnto that 
order , which they call Nature ; ſome to a fatall 
neceſſiiie, ſome others vato Chance, and Fortune, 
wherein they ſeeme rather to haue changed the 
name, then the power of diuine prouidence:: for in 
expounding their opinion , they plainely declare, 
that in all worldly accidents, they acknowledge 
ſome Entitie, that is great, and dine, 
nature whereof is incomprehenſible ; and neuer- 
thel-flſe, by I know not what carelefſe preſump- 
tion , they would haue that little which they vn- 
derſtand 'of it, to pafle currant for found doc- 
trine, and a part for the whole, chooſing ra- 
ther tro miſtake Prouidence , then acknowledge 
their ignorance, 

Irfalleth out with them, as it might doe with 
three ſeuerall perſons, which comming three ſeuerall | 
wayes, ſhould ſea farre off, a great pyramide of | 


Marble, | 


Or CONSTANCIE. 6; 


Marble,ſfuch a one as you might imagine that of the 
kings of Egypt , carued on. three fides with many 
Characters and hicroglyphicall letters ; euery one 
marking at firſt that face which is on his 1{ide, and 
comming no nearer iudgeth there is no more but 
that , and goeth backe with an opinion he hath ſeen 
all; fo all of them report fundry tales of oneand the 
ſelte fare thing, each of them maintaining it to bee 
a5 he had ſeen it on his f1de.But had they approched 
nearer,and walked round about it, then euery one of 
them ſhould haue ſeene all the taree faces, and haue 
knowne thatall three make bur one body ; would 
haue beene well enformed of the thing , and would 
agree all rogether in it, VVhen theſe men are come 
to contemplate that Soueraigne power , which con- 
ducteth and gouerneth this Vniuerſe, and char they 
haue conſidered it in its effects , cuery one of them 
hath had enough to behold it a farre off , and appre- 
hend as much as the firſt ſight affoorded him. 

He that obſerued an order and continuall courſe 
of regular cauſes, whichare brought forth one of a- 
nother,hath called it Nature, and hath beleeued this 
Nature did all. He that had feene many things come 
to paſſe, which had beene fore-ſcene and tore-told, 
and neuertheleſſe could not be auoyded, harh called 
the power that produced them Deſtinie, and fatal] 
neceſlitie , and deemed all to depend from rhence, 
The other that had ſecne an infinite number of caſu- 
alties, whereof they could giue him no reaſon , and 
which ſeemed to happen without cauſe, hath named 
the power from whence ſuch events did procecde 


Fortune,and hath eſteemed all things to be managed 
On 
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on this faſhion. Bur if cuery one of them had taken 
the paines to approch neerer vnto truth, and report 
publikcely what he had ſeene in private, perhaps they 
might hauc knowne truly , what was the figure of 
that firft and ſoucraigne power,from whence are de- 
rived all the things, and all the accidents of the 
world , and vnderitand,that in this Nature, in this 
Deſtinie, in this Fortunc,gathered all rogether, ſhi- 
neth through humane ignorance, that wiſe and ex- 
cellent diuinc Prouidence, known neuertheles more 
according tothe proportion of our weake vnder- 
ſtanding!, then according to her incomprehenſible 
grcatnefſe and Maieſtie, 

For I doubt not, but in the Creation of this Vni- 
uerſe, God hath cftablifhed arule anda certaine 
Law,whereby all things muſt be produced,difpoſed 
of, and maintained, whichif any one will call Na- 
ture, I will not gaineſay, ſo thathe makes nor ofiit 
an Eſſence ſeparated from God: vnto the which hee 
thould thinke bee had committed the gouernment 
of things created to ſet himſfelfe on reſt, Contrari- 
wiſe, this Nature can bee nothing elſe but the firſt 
Power and Vertuc,which from the beginning,with- 
out any ſeparation from him, hath printed it felſein 
the matter, and hath giuen vnto it that regular mo- 
tion by the which things are maintained intheir be- 
ing, and bring foorth their effe&ts beſides, Which 
Power and Facultie is by him from day to day, and 
houre to houre, and moment to moment inſpired 
in the world : whichas it preſerueth it, ſo it doth 
create it anew againe, and repaire itſtill, and euery 
day makes it vp as it was made in the beginning. In 
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ſuch ſort that it ſcemeth, God hath builr it onely as a 
ſhop for him to worke in perpetually and keepe ſill 
in ation his infinite goodnes, which cannot endure 
but it muſt communicate itſe!lfe vnto men. True ir is, 
that like a great Architect he hath many workefolks 
vader him , which he doth imploy about this great 
gonernment,not fo much forany need he hath there- 
of, as for the ornamenc of this ſtately worke-houle, 
the gracing oi its brigntnes and magnihcence.to im- 
part vnto his creatures one of his moſt high,& fouc- 
raignefaculties, 8 cauſc them to produce, & creatc 
in a manner ſomething as well as he, And therefore 
throgh an admirable wiſdom, heath left ſome part 

of theſe low & terreſtriall things imperfect in ſome 
kind,to ſerue vato man as matter & ſubiect to work 
vpon, & hath forthwith giuen him the art to adapt 

& apply them. He hath giuen him ſtones, & hath not 
giuen him buildings, but theart to make them; hee 

hath given him mines, and hath not giuen him mo- 

ny,but the art to make it: he hath giuen him corne, 

and hath not giuen him bread,but the art to make it: 

he hath giuen him wooll, and hath not giuen him 

cloth,but the art ro make it. 

To be ſhort, it ſcemeth that after hee had crea- 
ted manvnto his likeneſſe, he hath ſhared with him 
the honour of the Creation of things , yea eucn 
of the Creation of man himſelfe , his will and plea- 
ſure being he ſhould co-operate with him in the ge- 
neration of his poſteritic : and that as hec, Souc- 
raigne and chiefeſt Creator, had made the foule in 
his image;ſo man as an affociate to his glory,ſhould 
make in the generation another body like vnto his: 
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And though God hath kept to himfelfe the creation 
of the ſoule of men, as of a great Maſtet-peece,which 
cannot be wrought but with his owne hand; yetin 
char he hath alſo called man euen as to his helpe , ha- 
ning granted him the inſtitution,diſcipline, and po- 
liſhing of it, tharheemight bragge in a manner to 
haue affoorded. ſomething to his owne perfection, 
But you muſt neither ſay nor think, thar the authority 
| he hath giuen vnto creatures , dorh leflen his tn any 
thing : he doth not rely vpon their care, neither doth 
he reft vpon their vigilancie : contra riwiſe,the greater 
power he hath giuen them, fo much the greater need 
hath he to watch ouer them; and the more labou- 
rers hee hath at worke, ſo much more neceſſary 
it 15 he ſhould haue, not onely the Eye, but alſo the 
Hand ouer them, to amend what they doc amifle. & 
contrary to the perfe& patterne hee hath propoſed 
vato them, and to guide and direct tem in their 
workes, Whici cannot any wayes ftand nor Jaſt wih- 
out his helpe and affiftance. This will I then fay, that 
what great faculties ſocuer wee obſerue in ſecond 
cauſes, we ought not to thinke for all this that the 
firſt is idle, and that theothers doe any thing but by 
his dire&tion:and farre lefſe belecue, that this order 
and continuance wee ſee in all things, is the chieteſt 
and vniuerſall cauſe thereof,fecing it is but the effect; 
no more then in Muſicke the melodie is not the 
cauſe , bur the effect of concords , produced by the 
 Muſitian his skill and art, who gathereth the ſounds, 
and ordereth them into good conſonance. 

Now as itis Prouidence, which by this regular- 
order that is called Nature,bringeth forth and main- 
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taineth cuery particular thing , according to the gee 
nerall Law that is appointed for euery one of the 
ſame kinde; ſo it 1s ſhe which befides this regular or- 
der called Nature , giueth ſometimes vnto worldly 
things qualities,and intermingleth accidents, which 
one while are different, another while contrary to 
their nature, and then doth bring abour the meeting 
of things amongſt them, to make them bring foorth 
the effect ſhe hath ordained : ſo that knitting and ga- 
thering vp many different cauſes,ſhe draweth from 
the connex1on and weauing thereof, not the ende 
that is natural,or propounded to eurry one of them, 
but an cuent preſcrived by her ſelfe. Inſomuch, that 
as Nature 1s ſcene, eſpecially in the creation, produ- 
ction,and maintenance of cuery thing in itſelfe , ac- 
cording to its kinde, and condition, and by an ordi- 
nary rule, and cuer alike: Deſtinic contrariwiſe ap- 
peareth in euents which proceede from the meeting 
of theſe things already created ; which being orde- 
red by a rule vnknown to men, produce fore-ordaind 
effects which ſeeme in2uttable, and do not concerne, 
nor accon:odate themſelues fo much to the nature of 
euery particular thing as vnto rhat of the Vniuerſe. 
Ccrtatnly it ſhould feeme that this Law had nor 
bin nee&tu'] in the world, if cuery thing had kept thie 
firſt n0:15 God had giuen vnto it at its creat1on:tor 
bauino inf::ſed ineuery one the molt perfect forme 
and principle of working that could be defiredyit fol- 
lowed,that if they had continued in thar condition, 
their owne Nature had of her felte directed their ac- 
tions to good effects one towards another, and con- 
ſequently to the good oi all the world , and glory i 
K the 
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the Creator,But either throgh the vice & imbecillity | 
ox the rnatter,or through the rEdernes of theirforme, 
which could not fubſilt, without they ſhould adhere 
perpetually vnto their Creator, they haue beene dit 
figured, and itrayed from the way which Nature 
had traccd out vnto them. 

For example, Angels and men were created as 
the moſt perfect and abſolute peeces of the world, 
and God in the Creation had infuſed in them a liue- 
ly and purelighr, to direct their ations to make 
good vie of worldly things: and conſequently to 
bring foorth workes to his glory. But as it fallerh 
out vſually in great Buildings, that a rich VVaine- 
{cot , oranartificiall winding Staire wrought with 
great $kill-, will ſooneſt decay ; becauſe that the 
more excellent a pecce of worke is, ſo much the 
weaker it is : fo thoſe moſt perfe& creatures haue 
firſt of all declined from the right way, peruerted 

| and violated the end of their Creation, Which 
diforder did not remaine onely in them , bur for 
the great power wherewithall they were created, 
they haue cauſed it to flip into the things they had 
abuſed, And moreouer it ſeemes,that by their fault 
other things that were created for them , were 
preſently changed, cither by a ſecret conſent , or 
by a ſecret iudgement to ferue for their puniſhment. t 
Therefore it hath beene needful that this All-ſceing- V 
eye, which pierceth through ages as the Sunne - 
r li the Aire, hauing from the beginning vi 
foreſcene this confuſion, ſhould euen from that time 4 
appointa remedy,to ftay the.preſumptis both of me | © 
and Angels, and letthem, leaſt they ſkould ftretch 
their 
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their ill actions as farre as their ill wills. 
The retnedic hath beene this inuiolable Law , by 
the which he hath prouided for all euents , and hath 
ordained that things ſhould happen as we fee them 
fall out; nataltogether after the ordinary power of 
cauſes , butas it pleafeth God to make them worke, 
ſometimes increafing , ſometimes leflening their 
ſtrength:and now and then caufeth them to worke a- 
gainft their nature; and bringeth backe to his will 
what men thinke ro doe at theirs. But ſome one will 
ſay,that this Law ſeemecs to be contrary to the firſt; 
God being immutable in his eſſence , ſhould be fo 
likewiſe in his determinations. Ought wes to 
thinke,that hee , who knoweth all things from all 
Eternitie, taketh new reſolutions ? The alteration 
that is in thus; 15 not in God, but in his workes; 
which being ſeparated from him , who is vachange- 
able alone,could not be like vnto him,but ſubiect to 
decay , and waſte away by the detect of the matter 
whereot they are made, And the remedy God hath 
brought vnto the euill, is nota new aduice, though 
it bee put in vie ſince the corruption of Nature, 
neuertheleſſe it was refolued vpon cucn before her 
creation. | 
For as a.worke-man that ſers a Clocke to goe 
foure and twentic houres , before he taketh vp the 
weights,and ſerteth icon going, can fore-ſee , thar 
either ruſt wil ſtay 1ts courſe, or that ſome idle fellow 
will tirre the needle, touch the wheeles , or remoue 
the ballance; & cuen then prouides whatſoener is ne- 
ceſſary to ſet ie in order again,& reſtore it to the firſt 
point: ſo God, thathath jorelcene cuen before the 
Cxea« 
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Creation of the world , what would fall out in the 
goucrnmentand maintenance thereof, did in the : 
lame inſtant appoint remedies for it : which though 
they come not to our fight but after a long time and 
tuccefſion of ages , yet they were prepared from all 
eternitte. For as the Poet muſt haue his Play in area- 
dinefle atore any body comes vpon the Stage and 
thatas ſooneas the Prologue begins, he that 1s toplay 
the laſt At muſt know well his Quew:euen fo fareth 
, ir withall the things that are come to paſſe, and that 
ſhall happen hereafter during fo many yeeres in this 
world ; whereof the laſt that muſt finiſh rhe age of 
the world, was knowne,and ordained by the Creator, 
afore the firſt began to be. It is that,as I thinke, Diar- 
cha m Philofiratus would intimate , when hee ſayd 
God had begot the world all at once,as the Beaſts do 
their yong ones:notwithſtiding that he hathbrought 
itforth by little and little as they doe, cauſing one 
part to come out firſt, and the other after. Ir is not 
Time that is the father and authour of things, hee is 
but their Steward , and as Tatiaz ſhewed vnto the 
Greekes, the Diſpencer that bringeth them vpon the 
Stage. 

Yea but ſome will fay , If things were ordained 
from all eternitic; and that this decree cannot be vio- | 
lated : what will become of the libertie of our VVill 
muſt ic not be a Bond-ſlaue vnto this Law , and bee 
fuch,or ſuch, good-or bad, according as it hath ap- 
pointed? No:for this Deftinie that hath fore-ordai- 
ned all things, hath decreed that our V1ll ſhall bee 
frec; ſo that if there bee any neceſſitie in our will,it is 
this, that itis neceſſarily free. And as for that ovir 
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Wills haue beene foreſcene ſuch as they ſhall bee, 
they haue beene foreſcene , becauſe they ſhall be fo : 
and arc not , becauſe they haue beene foreſeene. 
But another will ſay : What auaileth our will, ſeeing 
that of ſuch things as wee would haue to be done, 
there comes nothing to paſle but what God hath or- 
dained, and there is almoſt nothing in our power? 
We cannot almoſt defire any thing,how eaſe ſocuer 
it bee, if ir were but in a manner to carry our hand 
co our mouth, that may not be hindered by an infinit 
number of chances:it is that which the Prouerb ſaith, 
There falleth our many things betweene the Belly 
and the Lips. Though we can do many things that 
we will,and will many things that we can do,yct we 
cannot ſay that any cuent how little ſocuer it be , de- 
pends wholly vpon vs, 

Notwithſtanding, out Will remaineth free , be- 
cauſc itis not the ation , but the motion vnto aci- 
on,an3 ſecucth vs neuerthelefle: becauſe that althogh 
it benor the onely cauſe, yet it co-operates with the 
reft, which are gathered and bound by Deftinie into 
the ſame knot,to bring forthone onely effe&t. When 
iraimethat the end which it ought, it is backed by 
Deſtinie, and fauoured by the meeting of other cau- 
ſes,and ſo doing it is conducted vnto its owne pur- 
poſe, orat leaſt to another ende, that Prouidence 
indgeth to bee good for it. When contrariwile it is 
bent toan ill end, it is by theconcurrence of other 
cauſes, and force of Deftinie,. carryed away to a 
cleane contrarie end from its owne, bur ſtill for one 
purpoſe;from the which in ſpight of it, God draweth, 
his glory,& the good of the Vaiucrſe, For a:though 
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Deſftinie moſt commonly changeth nothing inthe 
nature of cauſes ; and ſuffereth thoſe that are voJun- 
tary, to worke voluntarily; and thoſe that are neceſ- 
fary,neceflarily; and thole that are naturall, natural- 
ly : neuertheleſſe, from the mingling an gathering 
of them alrogether in the point & forme wherein he 
cauſeth them to meete , he bringeth foorth ſuch et- 
fects as he liſteth, drawing oftentimes from the ſclfe 
ſame cauſes cleane contrary effects , as by the tranſ- 
poſition of the ſelfe ſame letters wee compole words 
altogether different, He is ſo cunning a worker, that 
he can apply any thing to doe his pleaſure: yea'ma- 
ny times when as wee thinke to withſtand his conn- 
ſels,ſuffring vs to haue our will, he carrieth vs where 
he pleaſcth: juſt like vnto that great Circle in hea- 
nen,that inueloperth all the others; though he letteth 
riot their naturall courſe from Veſt to Eaſt , neuer- 
thelefic he draggeth them all cuery day along with 
himfrom/Eaft to Weſt. Whether werun or goe, 
haſten or ſtay, goeright or wrong , wecome ſtill to 
our lodging with Deſtinie : we cannot auoyd ir, we 
fall vpon itin recoyling from it , we finde it when as 
weflic from it, werun vpon it thinking to ouer-run 
it, This Deflinic comes from too wiſe a power , and 
roo powetfulla-wiſedome , to bee refifted either by 
force or craft, . 

Now ſuch , and how great ſocuer irbe, it is but 
even as Nature, one of the effectsof that wiſe Pro- 
nidence, which filleth & gouerneth all things, & thar 
35 ſpred ouer all the parts of the world, being euen as 
its ſoule, '$he-ruleth all the parts of it with wife 
and 
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and infallible counſcls,& moſt certain reaſons;whick 
often we do not apprehend but very late, and ſome- 
times not at al:either for that her wiſdome is fo deep 
& inſcrutable, that we cannot penetrate into it ; or 
that our negligence and ſtupidity is ſo great, we doe 
not vouchſafe to open our eyes to conſider it ; from 
whence it coms,that men attribute vnto Fortune the 
accidents whole cauſes they comprehend not, And 
frs thence it 15 come,that ſome being grown ſo brn- 
tiſh,as they obſerued no cauſes of the cffe&s which 
they ſaw,they deemedall did happen by chance, So 
out of their zgnoranceand brutalitic,they haue made 
themſclucs a Goddefle, which they call Fortune,and 
paint her out blind-fold, turning with a wheele 
worldly affaires,caſting al at randome, and throwing 
her preſents, and fauours by chaunce,as they do new 
money at the firſt entrance of Rings into a towne, 
according as they ſtand neere, ſo cuery one takes vp, 
what falls vpon him. But I could wiſh that thoſe 
which would make the world to be gonerned fo ma- 
ny ages,by this raſh, and blind foole, would bur ſut- 
fer herto goucrne their houſes for one yeare : they 
ſhould ſee fine occonomie. Sillie people ! they per- 
ceiue well enough that a ſmall familie cannor ſub- 
6k a yeare without great prudence : and they 
would have this great Vaoiuerſe , compoſed 
of many diffcrent parts, to ſubſiſt ſo mas- 
ny thouſand yeares , vnder the condudt of 
Chance, They would not haue giuen a flocke 
of ſheepe vnto a Shepheard that were ill ſigh- 
ted : and they would commit vnto a blinde Te- 
meritie,the goucrnment of ſo many legions, both of 
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Angels and men.© ingratcſull kinde of people! why 
do you ſet vp Altars to your gods, it your facrilegi- 
ous opinions worſhip nothing but Fortune > VVhy 
doe you offer ſacrifices after your victories , to giue 
thankes vnto her , that ſaw you not when ſhe ſaued 
you, and ſecthyou not, when you giue her thankes? 
you thinke perhaps that this Hobgoblin hath better 
. eares then eyes, That which filled men with this er- 
rour,and compelled them to ſnatch theRule and the 
Compaſle from the hands of Prouidence, to make 
all things to ruſh at randome one againſt another, 
and happen by hazard:it hath beene,in my opinion, 
for that they would accommodate the greatnefle 
and power of God vnto their infirmitie, and that 
they would acknowledge no higher and deeper Di- 
uinitic,but what the firſt obiect of things offered vn- 
to their ſenſes, 


Diuine Prouidenee is an abyſine of light, vnto | 


whoſe bottome the wit of man cannot reach, but 
onely in keeping his eyes fixed vpon it a long time, 
and yet they muſt gather their ſight into ſome little 
hole, and guide it as by a leuell, for teare this infinite 
brightnefſe ſhoald dazle it, and put it out. Neuer- 
thelefle, fer co know ſimply that ſhe is,and that there 
is no Fortune; the leaſt and weakeſt wit of the world 
may ſuffice. For let vs obſerue neuer ſo little the go- 
uernment of the world , and of the parts thereof, 
we iudge preſently , that there is nothing in it raſh 
and aduenturous,except our ignorance and indiſcre- 
rtion:and yet it is ſo onely to our ſelues, becauſe thar 
even Our temetitie and inconftancie is certaine vnto 
Prouidence, There is nothing in the world, how litle 
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ſoeuer it be,that can eſcape her : ſhe manageth and 
guidethall things,ihe,holds them, and keepes them 
m the very place where chey ought to be, as well for 
their particular , as for the good of the Yniuerſe, 
Now amongſtall others, there is none in my opini- 
on , ouer which ſhe watcheth fo carefully, as oucr 
Empires,and Kingdomes : whereof ſhe is the true 
mother and-protectrix. VVe ſee cuer their off-ſpring 
and beginning marked in heaven and let downe into 
the world by the reuolutis of the Stars, VVe ſee them 
come to paſſe with ſo trange commotions among 
daaraans 52 you would ſay, that Earthis in labour, 
and trauell to bring them forth. They increaſe with 
ſuch wonderfull accidents , with ſuch memorable 
ioults,and happy chances,that Diuinitic is not ſeene 
in any other place to further and aduance more eui- 
dently theſucceſle of affaires , then in the eſtabliſh- 
ing of new States. | 

Call to minde, I pray you, the comming of the 
Tewes into Paleſtine, and conſider how miraculouſly 
a company of poore wandering people hath ſubdu- 
ed ſo many Nations, ouerthrowne ſo many Prouin- 
ces, deftroyed ſo many Cities,to build vp that great 
and ſtately Jeruſalem, and ſet vp that rich and magni- 
ficeat Temple, wherein alone God would be ferued 
and worſhipped fora time, 

Come afterwards vnto that obſeruation of Titus 
Liuius , vpon the increaſe of the Romane Empire, 
comparing vnto Rowe the Nations wherewithſhee 
was compaſſed about in her minority, which were al 
more porent then ſhe in richeſſe,men,and armes,and 
in all commoditics ; hee wondereth ſhe was not 
res ny | L 3 Rified 
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fifled a hundred times in her cradle, and that ſhee 
was ſuffered to. grow into tha greatneſſe, as much 
enuied as admired, Bur God ſeemed to lend her his 
belping hand ro ouercome her enemies,and put (as 
the Statue of Fortune did vnto Demetrius) townes 
rcady taken into her Fiſt. Surely God had choſen 
that part of the Earthas fatall, to bee the chieceſt 
place of the worla,to gather vnder this head, Ewrepe, 
Aſia, Africa, as the members of that Empire. VVhen 
Icontider alſo the eſtabliſhing of this heretofore ſo 
braue and flouriſhing kingdome of France , whoſe 
honour and fame hath beene ſpread from Eaſt to 
Weſt, and that I obſerue with what number of 
wonderfull chanccs it hath beene foinded , raiſed, 
and maintained by the ſpace of neere twclue. hun» 
dred yeeres', and how often ithath been threatned, 
and ſaued from great and imminent ruines : I chinke 
1t cannot be denyed, bur that it is divine Proutdence 
which hath kept it, and maintained it vatill now. 
And to ſpeake truely : VWherein can ſhe more de- 
light, then to ſeea great number of men aſſembled 
together ,liue religiouſly vnder iuſt lawes, as viually 
donew-ſctled nations:& obſerue in their order, Po- 
licike gouernment,and obedience,the ſame harmony 
that ſhineth in all the world? Now as this wiſe Pro- 
uvidence doth diſpoſe of the beginning of Cities and 
Kingdomes,ſo doth ſhe diſpoſe of their end : fhe or- 
daineth nothing but whar is iuſt , how can wethen 
complain of her?Conſfider,I pray you, the deſtruQtis 
of all the Monarchies,& of all great Cities:conferre 
their b:zginning with their end , and you will deeme 
their ficlt ations worthy to be fauored for their ver- 
"a cue, 


al 


Or CONSTANCI1E.. 79 


me,furthered in their enterpriſes by that holy Proui- 
dence; & afterwards you will confefſe that their end 
was iuſt, and that their wickednefſe had cuen as it 
were inforced divine L.iftice to deſtroy them, 

I omicthe firſt Monarciies of the Perſians , & Af- 
fyrians which plunged &3rowned themſelues ar laſt 
in delights & pleaſures; th: Common-wealth of the 
Greeks, that haue bin choaked by ambition & couc- 
toutnes:& wil deſire you only to turne your eyes to- 
wards the ruines of that wofull-/:yuſalem:8 conſider 
| whether in the tfine ot her deſtruction, ſhe was not a 
burthen vnto Earth, anda blemiſh vnto Heauen; as 
| well for that ſhe was the Theater, whereon impiety 
did ſtriuc againſt the Sonne of God, as that ſhe was 
: then a ſinke full of YVillanie and wickednefſe, Was 
not Prouidence ſcene to proceed by degrees vnro 


J 

Y the puniſhment ol this people, whoſe wicked actions 
- were long before propiefied;8& after they were done, 
- were threatned , and the puniſhment preached that 
p waited for them?. And-when the time was come, did 
] not all chings difpole themſelues vnto it 2 and have 
y not they themſelues wrought their owne ruine in 
- | ſuch ſort, that ir was not inthe power of their enemy 
y | to ſave them?All chings were more merciful to them 
d- then themaſclues, and of all the miſchiefes they endu- 
d | red,there was none more cruell then ſuch as they did 
b- with their owne hands. VVickednes is iult in this, ſhe 


n | vyſually puniſheth her ſclfe, carryeth her ſelfe in ſpite 
0 | - of all the world to the Gallowes , and 1s often her 
c | owne executioner, 


IC Let vs paſſe vnto the deftruCtis of the city of Rome, 
i- | andletvs ſec when it happened,and in what manner, 
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It was not when their conditions were pure and 
godly,thar Iuſtice, Faithfulnefſe, and Magnanimitie 
flouriſhed therein, inſfomuch as it made Terimllian to 
ſav,that their Lawes came verie neere vnto Innocen- 
cy; but it was after they had diſpoyled al theearth of 
her Riches, and that together with the Gold and 
Siluer of their Prouinces, they had drawn their vices 
& corruptions, Irwas after Truth had beene a long 
time preached vnto them, and that they could not 
bee recalled from an inceſtuous and profane ido- 
latrie,to the pure ſeruice of God. And how came it 
to paſſe? Euen by miraculous meanes , and wherein 
Prouidence ſhewed her ſelte continually. There were 
ſcene vnknowne Nations,moued by ſecret motions, 
and hidden inſpirations , hauing ſcarcely any intel- 
ligence one with another, riſe whole from their ſear, 
ro ouerflow one after another this Monarchy. And 
in the ſame time the Emperours and the ſubieds, 
which had in times paſt kept by the onely fame of 
their vertue all the nations of the world vnder their 
obedience,ſo faint-hearted.ſfo diuided into factions, 
and ſo ill aduiſed , that you would haue fayd , that 
Prouidence had fent Mowers vnto a ripe Harueſt 
rcady to be cut downe. . | 
But we need not to looke afterforraine examples; 
let vs but examine what eftate our ' Fraxce was 1n 
when the ſtorme came vpon vs,and the manner how 
we haue beene beaten. I will no more then you, haue 
ſo bad a conceite of the well-fare of my countrey, 
nor defpaire ſo much of the mercy of God , that I 
thinke her vtter deſtruction to be at hand, Neucr- 
thelefle , what way focuer things fall out, irmuſt 


necdes | 


—— —_— ww nas #.AaM hen dt  _ ©w 4a we 


_O_ = Www Cw RT” Wy Eno Vw” EFT PRI CDT CCC 


fn £@A «as rm as 29a oy 


me AQ ww a 3 FTY MRYWO 


Or ConsTANCIE. vic 


needes breedean exceeding preat alteration,full of 
miſerie and calamitie. Can we deny but that this ca- 
lamitie is tuſtly come vpon vs, and that wee were 
growne then into ſuch a diſorder, an infamous cor- 
ruption,that we wereaſhamed of our ſelues, and ſer- 
ned as an argument vnto Impietie ? to conclude that 
God who forbore ſo long to puniſh vs , had no care 
of humane affaires, I will not offend your eares with 
anew rehearſall of the abominable vices that raign- 
cd amoneſft vs,and bee alledged by poſteritie, for a 
witneſle of the ſhame of my nation, and of the infa. 

my of this age. I will content my elſe with that 
which 4»ſzus hath touched of it in generall , and 

very ſparingly : and with thatwhich you all know in 

particular,to your great gricte, as I belecue. I defire 

onely to enter into conſideration with you of the 

raanner which Prouidence hath vſed to puniſh vs all 

one by another: leading & guiding our actions to an 

end altogether different from our own intent,8 tur- 

ning all our counſels againſt our ſelues for our pu- 

niſhment. Ve are here amongſt our faithfull friends, 

I beleeue that whatſocuer we ſhall ſpeake, ſhall nor 

go ouer the threſhold of the doore ,wee may ſpeake 

freely. 

It humane meanes and policy might ferue againſt 
the decree of Prouidence;queſtionleſle it ſeemed that 
the late King might caſily haue auoyded the miſchiet 
that ouerwhelmed him. Fer firſt,there was no likely- 
hood rtovſe againſt him the prerext of Religion : ſee- 
ing that he was not'onely a Catholicke, but even cx- 
ceſſiue in ſhew of deuotion, leading the life rather of 
a Frier,thenofa King:(o that whatſoeuer the v_— 
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of religion may worke in a State, it was on his fa- 
nour, and ſeemed to doe much for his conferua- 
ton, Amongſt his ſubic&s, the Princes of bis 
blood were of his partie : as well for the duetie 
they owed vnto his dignitie, as for that they were 
perſwaded, that the new faction which was raifed 
in the State, was to ſuppreſſe thew., The Nobilitie 
was a[molt all at his command; as well tor the ſame 
xcaſons, as for that they knew full well , that if 
the. people made an inſurrection. againſt their 
Prince, they would pull downe all that were 
high and loftie. The poore countrey people were 
ſo wearicd with the laſt warres, that they ſought for 
nothing ſo muchas reſt; thoſe of townes , and cit- 
ties had almoſt their wealth in the Princes hands , 
cither by reaſon of the Rents or Oftices that euery 
one had bought of him, he hauing beſtowed the pla- 
ces that belonged to watre, and. the execution of 
Iuſtice vpon them, that enioyed them at that time, 
Among Churchmen, the Prelates were all made by 
his hand, and whoſocuer looked for any preferment, 
could not expect it but from him: and for the mea- 
ner ſort", hee graced and fauoured them as much as 
he could, Vho would euer haue thought, that a 
King ſtrengthened with ſuch meanes, ſhould haue 
feared any thing ? ſpecially a commotion that was 
the certaine ouerthrow of all ſuch as ſhould put 
their hands vnto it? And at leaſt, who would 
cuer haue miſtruſted , hee could haue receiued 
ſuch an affront as hee ſuffered that fatall day of 
the Barricadoes , that birth day of our mi- 
{crie? Mee thinkes I dreame whenſocuer I call 

it 
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it to mind,and cannot beleene what my memory 
repreſenteth vnto me : ſo tarre this accident ſee. 
meth to me to goe beyond all ſenſe and reaſon. 
The King was in his capitall Cittie, attended by 
a very great number of braue Princes, Lords and 
Gentlemen ; his Parliament was there, and his 
officers of Iuſtice , he held the batrell, and had in 
his power all the ſtrong places of the towne, the Or- 
denance and Munitions of VWarre, the Maior and 
Sheriffes, Coronels and Captaines of the Citrie 
were all his Officers and obliged Seruants , and 
much affected to his ſeruice: he had morcouer neere 
ſixe thouſand men of warre ſtrangers, diſpoſed of 
abroade as he pleaſed himſelte, Notwithſtanding 
all chis, a popular commotion raiſed vpon a falſe 
report, made him to behold his people armed a- 
gainſt him , and his owne perſon beſieged in a man- 
ner within his owne houſe, It was a wonderfull 
thing for a man to conſider the humour of the 
people in their mutinous fits ; for among fo 
many armed men that came foorth, the better 
ſort iudged well enough the end of this aftion,and 
eucn the molt part of the reſt, were kept backe by 
the reſpect due vnro the Soucraigne, So that if the 
had bin queſtioned euery one by himſelfe, there had 
bin few or none that had not wiſhed this ftirre had 
neuer falne out,or that it had been already appeaſed, 
Neuertheleſle, the furic that mooued theſe people, 
did ſo incenle their conrages, that thoſe which fea» 
red at firſt to come forth into the ſtreet with weapons 
in their hands, were ready the next day to go 8& be- 
fiege their ſoucraign Prmnce cuen within his Caſtle. 
M 2 So 


nee us, 


84 Tur SECOND BOOKE 


So thathe was inforced;forto ſaue himſelte,to retire 
as if he had fled away;& yet theſe people were ſo mad 
that they would willingly -haue purſued him. A 
ſtrange thing ! that thoſe people whom hee had fo 
much cheriſhed , and fed with the ſpoyles of the 
reſt of his ſubie&ts, with whom he had made himſelte 
familiar and inward : yea farre beyond all decencie, 
which had more intereſt then any other in the con- 
ſeruation of the publike quiet , ſhould loſe in an in- 
Rant the reſpect of royall Maicſtc the remembrance 
of his bountie, the feare of the Law, the reuerence of 
his Magiſtrate : to caſt theſelues — by ſuch an 
infolency and raſhneſſe, into a bottomleſle pit of woe 
and miſerie. | | 
What meaneth all this, but that there was a high- 

er power,which ſtirred thoſe ſpirits, and gaue life vn- 
to this ſedition, that ir might be the beginning of the 
puniſhment, that God had prepared for. the King 
and all the kingdome. For I hold, that euen from that 
day the crowne fell from his head , and to our great 
miſchiefe and his too,began to be broken. And ſince 
that,all things were turned to our ruine, andall the 
counſels that could be taken for our recouerie , haue 
beene turned into our miferie and calamitie,and into 
theirs that were the authours thereof. But that which 
is the moſt admirable in the continuall courſe of our 
euils,is that, ſince God ſuffered this poore ſtate to be 
torne into thoſe two great faCtions : he vſed them in 
ſuch ſort, that you would haue fayd, they had beene 
ſet and diſpoſed to giue one another by turnes each 
ofthem a blow , as if they had beene wagered by di- 
une Iuſtice to puniſh one another, The firſt blow 
Was 
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was that which the king rcceiued ; great certainly 
to ſee himſelfe driuen out of the chicteſt cittie of his 
kingdome by his owne ſubie&ts : to ſee himſelfe ba- 
niſhed in the midft of his eſtate:to ſee himſelfe depri- 
ued of his authoritie and of his commodities. To be 
reuenged he made the ſecond ſtroke at Blozs, which 
was a great wound to his enemies, but was no cure to 
his. He thought by this deed to haue blowne vp all 
the contrary party , and ſmothered in the blood of 
thoſe two Princes,the firebrands of ciuill war ; but it 
tell outfar otherwite, tor he kindled them by ir,8& did 
letourt by this wound the torrents of blood , which 
haue ſince ouerflowne all Frame. For you 
know how that preſently after this, almoſt all 
the great townes of this kingdome rebelled , .com- 
bined themſelues and conſpired together : you re- 
member how that ſoone = he was befieged and 
almoſt taken in Towrs. Truely all things were ſo bent 
againſt him,and Fortune ſeemed to be fo fauourable 
to the [cague, that thofe which were on that ſide 
thought they had wonneall, and behaued themfelues 
very infolently in their Fortune, Bur the battell of 
Senlrs cooled rhem,& plucked downethe pride & the 
hope of thoſe that were gonefrom hence, to buy the 
pillage of that towne, which wee accounted already 
ener; as taken, Afterwards followed the ſiege of this 
Cute, which brought vs within two fingers of ou 
deſtructionzand truely there was no meanes to auoyd 
it, when the Chance began'to turne,and that the kin 
was treacheroufly killed with that fearefull blow that 
ended his life pittifully , and pur all his into a great 
confuſion, The heart ofthe League began then to 
3 goes 
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increaſe, and new hopes appeared vnto their lca- 
ders; ſpecially when as the King that now is , was 
beſieged in Dzcpe, and that they reported in the mar- 
ker place hee ſhould bee brought forthwith priſoner 
© Parzs, That good time laſted not long, for cuery 
one wondred to ſee him”, and. feele him in the Sub- 
urbs of Parts, and almoſt within the citty it ſelfe. 
Certainly that amazed vs much , but we grew neuer 
the wiſer for all that, The League had preſently after 
a mightie Armie, and tooke Yiacennes and Pontoiſe, 
they promiſed themſclues no lefle in Paris then that 
the King ſhould bee inſtantly taken : for they thinke 
here,that ro-giuea batcell, and winne itis all one, 
They were taught full well , they are two ſundry 
things;for the League gaue the bartell , but it was 
terribly beaten. This lofſe was ſeconded with 0- 
thers, to wit, that of Aſante, Corbeil,and Melune : ne- 
uerthelefle, the Fortune of the vanquiſher was not 
fuch, but that he found a thorne at Sexs, that ſtayed 
his courſe. Now behold Paris is beleagred , ſuffring 
all the calamities that one may, not onely (ay,but 1- 
magine: they looke at this preſent for the ſuccour of 
ſtrangers , that will come and ſpoyle the countrey, 
and ſeize vpon Fraxce it they can, 
What is all that, bur an Ebbe and Tide of miſery, 
a turne and returne of calamitie , that will ſwal- 
low vs vp in the end, if God hath no morepit- 
tie of vs, then wee haue our ſelues > who is fo 
blinde, either of body or vnderſtanding, that 
ſeeth not, that all is nothing elſe, bur the hand 
of God, which whippeth vs one after another 
by turnes/ , with the roddes of warres , without 
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any body bee able to exempt himſelte from it? 
who indeeth not plainely , that hee makes vie of 
our mallice and wickedncſſt;, to punith vs one 
by another, Kings, Princes and Nobilitic are cha- 
ſtiſed by rhe inſurrection of the people , which 
ſhake off the yoake of obedience , ſeize vpon 
their houſes , cauſe them to wander vpand downe 
with their deſolate and ruined families : they arc 
chaftiſed by the wounds vato the which they arc 
expoled euery day, by the effuſion of their 
blood, wherewithall the field is: ſtained almoſk 
all ouer. The people on the other {ide are cha- 
ſtiſed by the ſouldiours that robbe, ſpoyle, and 
ranſacke them : townes are taken againe and a- 
gaine : and thoſe that may bee kept aud eaten y 

with Garriſons , ſurcharged with Watching , 
harried with Toyles, atflicted with Pouertic 
and Famine , and which is worſt the Inhabi- 
rants Robbe, Sacke, and Eate vp one another, 
As for the Church-men , whoſe Vices hauec. as 
much as any thing elfe iaflamed the wrath of 
God againſt vs , and kindled this warre , which 
they maintaine ſtill as much as they can : they 
are the common play-game of all the reſt, and: 
as the ſubic& of the infolencies and iniurics both 
of the Nobilitie and Commons.I forbeare to ſay, 
that the ſ{eruice of God 1s forſaken euery where. 
that impictie and blaſphemies increaſe, that all 
manaer of facriledge and pollution is commirted 
in holy places, and whereas that ſhould bee the 
moſt gricuous and and ſenſible ſorrow , yer it is 
that we do leſſe complaine of, Es 
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Butas for their wealth, and temporall goods, for the 
which we haue beene ſo tormented;and to ſay truely, 
raiſed for their cauſe all theſe Tragedies : how are 
they dealt with all> Their Benefices, their Lands and 
Rents are ſeized on, ouerthrowne , and burnt in the 
countrey : and their bodies impriſoned, ranſommed 
and wrongediin the Citties, the greater dignitic and 
honour they hane, ſo much the more are they vexed 
and tormented. And which is more remarkeable, 
they are yet worſt vſed by thoſe of the fation they 
haue raiſed, then by thoſe which they deeme their e- 
nemies : No title, no qualitie, no order, no holineſle 
can protect them from the infolency of the ſeditions 
of townes and citties, or ſouldiours of armies, or 
countrey Gentlemen, 

Now behold how God ouerthroweth the deſigns 
of men , and how hecan puniſh them at his pleaſure 
one by another: what is lacking to giue contentment 
and fatisfa&tion vnto thoſe that haue made any que- 

. tion of diuine Tuſtice,but onely to ſee a few lewd vil- 
laines,that liue in peace, and practiſe their wickednes 
vpon thnocent people, puniſhed intheir turne, Vee 
are not yet inthe endof this Tragicall play, let vs 
haue patience but vntill the laſt Act,we ſhall ſee what 
we expect : weſhall ſec, I ſay, that the ſame people 
which they haue ſtirred againſt good men, ſhall pur- 


chaſe their owne ruine, For people in commotion }. 
are like vnto the Sea, which in a ſtorme and tempeſt ' 


raiſeth to thetop of the water all the filth that is in 
_ the bottome, bur by little and little it caſtethir on 
ſhore, Wee haue ſcene the example of ſome already, 
whoſe ambition aud couetouſneſſe hath bin requi- 
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ted by the ditdainfull contempt and iniury of the 
baſe multitude, VVe muſt hope the reſt ſhall have 
their turne too, and ſhall participate vnto the at- 
flictions they haue procured to ſo many honeſt 
«Mme, That which is moſt to be teared, ts, thar God wil 
rip vs altogether in one , and the felte-ſame 1nne, 
as wee arc much threatned; and exterminate all ar 
once ſo many euill conſciences thatarc amongſt vs, 
being no otherwayes able ro amend them. The ſu- 
reſt remedie wehaue left, is, to proſtrate our felues 
deuoutly before his diuine Mateſtie, and by the hu- 
militie of our prayers, bend vnto Mercie the rigour 
of his Iuſtice , and obtaine of him , thathe will bee 
more metcitull vnto vs, then wee are our ſelues; and 
that ſecing we haue found our owne miſchief,in what 
we deſired moſt ; he will be pleaſed by his grace, ro 
let vs finde our good, in that which wee haue moſt 
feared, Neucrtheleſle, it his wrath doth continue a- 
gainſtvs, what Fortune ſocuer falles vpon vs', wee 
muſt beare it patiently, and with great reuerence, as 
proceeding from that great and inſt Prouidence, 
whoſe ballance is neuer ſtirred, but by the weight of 
Reaſon , vnto which therefore wee muſt ſubmir our 
will, 

I apprehend well enough what oftendeth you in 
this diſcourſe. it is the ſame thorne which galled me 
in times paſt vpon this verie ſame way, You cannot 
comprehend, why good men in ſuch accidents 
ſhould ſuffer rogether with the wicked, the innocent 
with the guiltic. If there be Prouidence, the is inſt : if 
ſhebe iuſt , ſhe owight to reward the good , and pus 
niſhithe wicked , and not wrap them altogether 1n 
the 
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the (elfe-ſarne affliction. But to cleere this doubt of 


ours, I would aske you, in what- part of the earth, 
auc haue found this innocencie you bemoane fo 


much,8& by what tokens you can know it, Our faults: 
and finnes axe committed: by our members , and 
viſible parts of - ours bodie :- but they are bred 
inwardly within our. ſoule , that is the - wombe 
wherein they. are conceiued , which they: pollute 
no lefle far being not broughtforth, then if they 
had really come to light : for yet, an ill aQtion- 
which we doo, is vſually followed with griefe and 
xepentance,that doth ſomwhart purge it. bur as for ill 
intentions, which we foſter in our mind, as burning 
coales vnder aſhes, wethinke becauſe they are. no:- 
known, they are not ill, &.donotabſtain from them, 
It the ſeate of ſinne bein our ſoule;and that we can- 
not penetrate. into it; how ſhould wee haue notice 
of another:mans innocence, ſeeing wee know how 
often we haue offended God ourlſelues , without o< 
thers could be ableto perceiue it? But that goeth be- 
ond our reach; let vs ſuffer him to take notice of it; 
that is the onely Iudge of the heart, and voluptuouſ- 
neſle of men : and if wee may preſume any thing in 
this, let vs follow that conieture which is moſt rea- 
fonable : let vs preſume for his iudgement, and be- 
leeue that he is 1uſt.As truly it 1s very hard in fo cor- - 
rupted an age, that his thunder-ſhould fall our on. 
any place where - there were not ſome guiltic, 
Fiſhes haue that propertie indeede,-that they arc 
bred: and nouriſhed - in the Sea ., without any 


 raſteofthefaltnefſe of it : but, that men maybe nou- 


riſked and þrought vp in. the. filth and infeftion | 
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of the earth , and neuer bee defiled with it ; if it be 
not impoſſible, it is verie diffticult and hard . But 
I. grant you may finde amongſt vs a good number 
of godly and innocent people, that are moſt of all 
afflited by the publike calamiriez I will main- 
tainenotwithſtanding , that they haue no cauſe to 
complaine, rather they are bound-to.giue thankes 
to;God'for it, as for a great fauour: and reckon 
thoſe accidents amongſt the greateſt benefitesthey 
receiue from him. This-medicine feemeth bitter 
vnto you, ſeeing the manner how you taſte it : 
but take it downe, and you will fcele it ſweete 
and wholefome, and will more ſettle your mind 
then any remedy you can vſe; yea 1 ſay, that rhat 
which we call miſeries and calamiries, are gifts of 
God moſt precious and profitable, To perfwade 
you thereto; it might ſuffice I haue ſhewed you that 
they happenfora good cauſe, and proceede from a 
hand that is perfectly good :from whence, as from a 

quicke ſpring,are deriued al the veines dfour goods, 

Bur if they haue a goodcauſe, they haue yet a better 

end,and thatwillI prone cafily. Neuerthelcſſe afore- 
I take it inhand,I wil anſwer ſome obicCtions,that as 

I reade in your face, you haue a minde to alledge a- 
gainſt me concerning the meanes that are vicd to at- 
caine vato this end. 

You will ſay, Are not warres,murthers,ſackings,ra- 
uiſhings,& other plagues wherewith we are afflicted 
bad things of themſelues ? thoſe that commit them, 
haue they not an intent-to hurt vs? doe not they 
d:fire our harme, doe they not endeauour them- 
ſclues to vndoe vs? Can you call our miſeries, 

N 2 euils, 
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cuils, but you muſt accuſe the vices of thoſe, chat 
are the inſtruments thereof? and defile their hands 
with-ſo many ſacrileages and wicked deeds > To 
eleere this doubt , I defire you to makea diſtinftion 
berweene the afflictions that happen to vs. Some 
proccece bur from natural caufes,as Famine,Deartlh, 
Earthquakes, Plagues, Floods, Mortalitics, and ſuch 
like : in others the Will of man doth co-operate; as 
Tyrannies , Warres, Murthers, Sackings, Thoſe 
queſtionlefle, haue no other intent but our good, for 
they haue no other end , then his that ordaineth 
them : thc {: vndoubted]y haue an ill intent , for they 
are managed by the will of the wicked : but it is an 
euill, which God turneth to good.. For though pri- 
uate men which God doth vie in ſuch actions; are 
bent to an ill end : neuertheleſ(ſe, the laſt end where 
he cauſeth them to meerte together, is our goodand 
weltare.Euen as the! Archer ſhooteth the Arrow at 
a marke which the Arrow ſeeth not; ſo doth hee 
conductthem to an effect, that they neither deſire, 
nor vaderſtand, Which wee ought nor to thinke 
ſtrange in the actions of this All-wiſe Prouidence, 
fecing thateuen in humane affaires , to attaine vnto 
a thing, we vic often-times that which is intended 
tor another,cither different or contrary. 

Beholdan Armie of Souldiours going furiouſly 
co a Barrell ſome are incited to it by quarrels, others 
induced by a defire of glory,others moued by ſpleen 
others by hope of booties : but they do all conforme 
themſclues in the end, to the intent of the General). 
that is the victorie, Good and bad are in this world 
entertained vnder Gods pay, and fight for his glory, 
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ime are choſen &tnitructed,others are as bondinen 
& ſlaves. Why(wil you fay)ſhould he viethe wicked, 
he that is ſtill All-good,8 All-mightic,hath he no o- 
ther mcanes to Worke his will> He hathnot made the 
wicked {uch,they are become fo of theſelues, bur ſee- 
ing they are {o, he muſt make yle of the in ſomthing, 
A. great worke-man ought not to haue any thing 
voprofitable in his ſhop. Art can draw from the 
worſt things that are,very good & wholſome effects. 
I will tell youmore, that there are many things very 
beneficiall , which could not ſubſ{ift if there were nor 
ſome ill thiog in the. That famous medicament cal- 
led Treacle,an inuenti6 truly diuine againſt poylons 
hath tor its chietcſt ingredient the viper', that is one 
of the moſt venemous of all ſerpents. Vould you 
argue with God;for that in the affliCtions he ſendeth 
to vs, as a medicament as ncedtull, as wholeſome for 
the purgation of our foules : hee mingleth a little of 
that humane viper , to wit, the peruerſe will of the 
wicked , which he doth ſo qualifie with many other 
Iuices he addeth vnto it, and by the fire of the holy 
Charitic, wherewith he loueth vs , that there 1s no- 
thing can be ill to vs but the taſte, which we thipke a 
little bitter, as are all medicaments of great ſtrength 
and vertue. The effect of it queſtionleſle is euer good, 
and the end is ncuer otherwiſe then for ourgood and 
profir,wherher we be vertuous, whether we be vict- 
ous.whefher we be innocent, whether we be guilrie, 
And as for the firſt , what cana father doe more 
for his children, that are to live ina countrey vexed 
with warre,then to bring them vp to labor and toile, 
teach them to endure heate and cold, hunger and 
os # thirſt, 
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thirſt, traine them vp to armes , accuſtome them to 
feare nothing , .goe to the blowes as toa wedding. 
Thoſe that haue bin broughr vp in this manner, liue 
at libertie , preſerue their goods , purchaſe honour 
and glory,andarc deemed happy.Contrariwiſe,thoſe 
that hauc beene kept daintily , and haue baſtardized 
their ſoules with delights and pleaſures , are made a 
booty to others,ſerue humbly to the ſtronger,endure 
all manner of injuries, liue and die without honour, 
Man coms into the world as intoa pitcht field, wher- 
in all ſorts of euils beſet him round about, euen from 
his birth to his death hee hath no other exerciſe but 
fighting.Doe you wonder if this good & wife father 
will often exerciſe vs, to hardenvs to labour? No, 
no, hee. doth not flatter vs like a fond mother, that 
{poyleth her children : but reproueth vs like a wiſe 
father that vſcth them ſeucrely, He keepes vs inawe 
continually , and doth exerciſe vs-not onely till wee 
ſweate, but even till wee bleede. He knoweth very 
well thata ſouldier doth not become a Captaine-but 
by working, ſuffering, bearing, abiding, enduring 
day and night,hot and cold,the raine and the Sunne, 
The Sailor groweth to'be a Piloteamongft tempeſts 
and ſtormes : and man becomesnot a man indeed, 
that 1s, conſtant'& couragious, but m aduerfitie.It-is 
affliction makes him know his ſtrength, it is ſhee 
which as the ſtcele from the flint drawes from 'man 
that ſparke of diuine fire he hath in his heart,and-ma- 
keth his vertue ſhine and appeare, 
There is nothing ſo worthy of man, as to ouer- 
come aduerſitie; nor meanes ro ouercome' it, but to 
firiue with itz nor meanes to ſtrive with it , but to 
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meete it. There is the firſt benefit affliction brings to- 
a good man, which is not tmall, As that hath ſome 
Hour toyned with it, ſothis which followeth hath 
very much comfort, It conlifteth in this, that calami- 
tic letteth him know what reckoning God makes of 
kim : for wee ought to thinke he doth not ſet vs out 
to perils and dangers , but for. agood opinion hee 
hath of ourvercue, and for the carneſt defire he hath 
to {ce vs behaue our.ſelues well, A Captaine doth 
not picke out a meane ſouldicr to triea paincfull and. 
dangerous enterpriſe : he chuſerh the moſt valiant 
and couragious ; and whom hee reſpects aboue 2il 
the reſt, he ſetrech them formoſt. It is an honourable 
iudgement is made of a man, when a hard and trou- 
bleſome place is committed .to - his charge. Euen 
the heathen themſclues made the like iudgement of 
aduerfities, and deemed them. to whom they happe- 
ned,. to be moſt beloued of their gods : by fach de- 
grees they made Hercules clime vp to heauen. And as 
for. vs that are better taught then theyy we-haue our 
leſſon in writing, that tels vs,we ſhall not becrowned 
if we do not fight. Ought not we to thinke,that when 
weare inuited to the faght, weare inuited to the glo. 
ry > Whatvoycedo youeſtceme to haue been more 
pleaſant vato thole', that preſented themſelues vnto 
the Olympicke games , then that of the trumpets | 
which called them into the liſts > Doe not you be-. 
leeue, that euen in the heate of the fight , the defire 
they had to pleaſe thepeople , and ger an honoura- 
ble tudgement , tooke away from them the fecling 
of the paine, and made their wounds ſeeme vnto 
them gentle and calc, 
bh ns po Now - 
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Now beſides the pleaſure we receive in our ſoule, | 4 
whilcf that we are imployed abour braue, and gene- 1 
rous actions,and that conſtancy worketh in a maner, c 


and wraſtleth with aduerſitie , there remaines after- 
wards vnto vs a greater taſte of it, when as wee are 
deliuered.and are come into a {afe harbour, For there P 


is nothing more pleaſant in the world,nor that giues : 
a greater contentment to our ſoules , then the teſtt- E 
mony our conſcience beareth vnto vertue, and the : 
remebrance that is left to vs, how we haue vndanted # 
ly withſtood ill Fortune. VVe are filled then with an ; 
vnſpeakeable pleaſure , and the ſplendour of a true : 
and ſound glory ſeerneth to ſhine abour vs, and giue ” 
vs ſome preeminence amongſt men, There is ano- ; 
ther benefit proceedeth from our patience, that c 
ought not to comfort vs leſſe then the precedent, It 
is the benefit which thoſe thar comeatter vs reape by - 
our good example; that is vnto them in ſtead of a c 


Torch, to lighten them to faire and glorious aCti- . 
ons, Weeowe vnto poſteriry moſt part of our bei # 
actions, & me thinke thoſe, that are borne to honor, f 
hauenotany more earneſt,8& more vſual wiſhes,thcn 
colacrifiſe their lines for the publike good. Infomuch 
chat it eemes vnto me, that the occaſions which af- 
foord vs mcanes to each others to do wcll by our 
imitation, and make vs illuftrious in time to come, 
by the commendation of our vertue , ſhould pleaſe 
vs exceedingly, becauſe they make vs very honoura-, 
ble and profitable vnto poſteritie, The ſweating and 
bleeding of thoſe that behaue themſclues vertuouſly 
in their calamities , are ſo many fountaines thart are 
neuer dried vp: from whence runneth a generous de- 
ſire 
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to reſemble them. There is no doube then, but good 
men get profit by the calamities , that happen vnto 
them,and the publike alſo reape by them many great 

 commodxies, | | 
Let vs ſee whether thoſe that- fall vpon guiltie 
people, that are farre greater, in number then rhe 
others, be of the ſame nature. Yes certainly. There is 
two ſorts of thoſe that haue ſtrayed from the way of 
-vertue,and the obedience they owe vato God(which 
is the true and onely innocencie.) Some doe but be- 
ginne to ſwarue,the others viterly loſt;affliction is ro 
both of them a wholeſome anda needfull remedie.It 
is to the firſt in ſtead of g gentle and fatherly correc- 
tion; it is as the rodde wherewithall God brings 
chat man backe againe to his dutie that is \warued 
from it, viing towards ys the office of a wie father, 
that chaſtiſeth his children ſo much the more care- 
fully,as he loueth them deercly : he correfteth them 
for ſmall and light faults, leaſt being neglected,they 
eurne into cuſtome, cuſtome into crime and imputa- 
tion , and fall into the hands of the publike Magi- 
ſtrate, in regard they haue not ſuffered domeſticall 
reprchenſion; and endure a cruell and ſhametull pu- 
niſhment for their ſttibbornnefle, in not receiuing a 
fatherly and charitable correCtion, I will tell you 
more, that as God is infinitely wiſe, and yet better 
towards vs, doth ofteniprenent our faults gand as he 
ſeth our will inclined to doe ill, hee doth redrefle 
and correct vs by aduc:in::2s , as with a bir, that hee 
putteth in our mouths, to ftop ou: ul ioclination, & 
tame ouraffe&tions by our 212iGons. Letvs tell the 
truch , how maiy times in our life hath, Prouidence 
, catcht ' 
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catcht vs in ill thoughts, and with a knocke vpon | 
our fingers hath forced vs to let goe our-hold? How 

many ill members haue-wee had , that have ſpoke to 

our confcience, pulled downe our pride, andaquerti-- 
{ed vs that we were men. - 

It is reported, that the Great King Francs (truely 
great, for he was-endowed with great vertues,and 
great vices ) being. taken priſoner in the barcell 
of Paute, was Carricdinto a Monaſterie ; where the' 
firſt thing that was-offered- to his eyes, was an 
inſcription ouer -a gate ; containing this verſe of 
a Plalme ; /t is well O Lord that thou haſt hum- 
bled mee, to let mee know the power of thy Inſlice. 
Another will- impure this -to a Chance: as for 
mee, I thinke it a ſingular worke of diuine Pro- 
uidence ; that carried this Prince to that place, 
after ſuch a misfortune ; that hee might ſee his 
Leſſon in writing, and comprehend the warning 
God gaue him, to make vſe of his,calamitie ;.and 
moderate that vanitie wherewithall hee marred, 
and corrupted - many rare vertues that were 
in him. -The mightier Princes are, fo much the 
more are they watched by that Soucraigne Goner- 
nour , who knowing the importance of their ac- 
tions to the ruine, or conſervation of their peo- 
ple, ſlackneth and bendeth their heart and their 
hand,according as he thinks fit for our good and his 
glory. There is no body can exprefſle it berter then 
the Scripture. The Kings heart is in the hand of 
God, They are his Attorneys and Adminiſtra- 
tours, that hee ſendeth hither with a full and large 
commiſſion ,, which neuerthelefſe hee can recall 
OL 
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_ or moderate when hee pleafeth, Seeing that this 
diſcourſe hath made mee to light on this exam- 
ple; I will adde another to it, cf aycung French 
Gentleman , who in our dayes had. cauſcd theſe 
words to bee cngrauen in a Dagger / ftrike with- 
out reſpect. It happened that dancing a Curranto, 
his Dagger ſlipt our of the Scabbard , and woun- 
ded him ſo fore in the Thigh, that hee was like 
to die vpon it, Iudge you whether this blow did 
. not ſpeake to him, and vpbraid him for his teme- 
ritie, Now it wee confider the aiflictions that hap- 
pen to vs, either betore wee. commit any fault, 
or after our firſt and lighteſt faults ; wee ſhall 
finde , that God vſeth vs ftill very raeckely and 
kindly. They are commonly bur gentle correcti- 
ons, like-vnto thoſe of the Perſians, that whipped 
the Cloathes in ſtead of thoſe that had done the 
fault, Hee medleth onely with our goods, our 
honours,and fome ſuch ragges: he takes them away 
from vs now and then for a time, as they doe 
Kniues, and, Daggers from little children, leaſt 
they ſhould hurt themſelues with them, Thus much 
for the firft, 

Now for the others that are paſt al hopes of amend- 
ment,whs fatherly.corretion could nor turne , & a- 
gainſt who God is conlitained to ſhew himſelta iuſt 
Tudge, and appoint a ſeuere puniſhment ; it cannot 
be ſaid , bur their calamirie is very good, and very 
profitable. If we conſider the perſon of him that ſen- 
deth it; the vnchangeable Law of his eternall Iuſtice 
requireth, that whatſocuer.cannot bee amended, bee 
taken away,and cat off from this world.It we _ 
Q 2 cr 
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der the generall intereſt of humane ſocietic, it is cer- 
raine it could not ſubfiſt, ifthe wicked were not cha- 


Riſed, and Kept 'vnder for feare of punuhmenr, ſeeing - 


the loue of vertue is notable to reſtraine them, Thoſe 
that gouerne Townes and Borroughes, thinke neceſ- 
ſary Be their conſeruation , to punith Cur purſes 
and'priuate Theeues : and you would not haue him 
thar rulethall the world,' to chaſte Kings, Princes, 
Common-wealths, and whole Citties, whoſe pow- 


er and authoritie is aboue the ciuill Law, and hath : 


nothing ouer it to puniſh it, but divine Tyftice:with- 
out whoſe helpe the Euillwould/ſeize vpon all, and 
ſtretch its corruprion ouer all the parts of the world? 
Now who can difallow of that which is beneficiall to 


al the world,& complain of itfor his private intereſt? , 


We cal that ours;which is common to vs and others 
r00;8&a good that belongs to all the Yniuerſe,ſhall 
not wecall it our Good?Doth it not concernevs all, 
that diuine Inſtice ſhould ſhew examples to teach 
men,thac there is an All-ſeeing eye that-iudgeth and 
examinethall things, that we may-heare the wicked 


amiddeſt their torments cric out, and giue wat- - 


ning to all med, 


Ti lone Inſtice ana ftill remember God. ' 


Itis athing too plaine and too eafie to perſwade 


men, that it isneedfull the wicked ſhould be puniſh- 
ed, But perhapsit will be harder to perſwade them, 


that the deſerned calamitie , which befals them for | 


correction,is for their goodand profit, It ſhould be 
indeed the chicteſt deſire of man, not to deſerue pu- 
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niſhment , but hauing deſerued it, the next is to ac- 
quit it with ſpeed, For that which God ſendeth to 
men in this world to chaſtize them , proceedeth not 
from one that hath a minde co hurt them , but onely 
to {tp the courſe of their wickedneſſe, and by the 
ſame meanes the courſe of their miſerie. For. ſo 
much as diuine Iuſtice, being to appoint the ſeueri- 
tic of correction, according to the greatneſſe of of- 
fences; the more ſhee ſhould forbeare the wicked, fo 
much the more ſhould ſhe encreaſe the meaſure of 
their torment, Will you ſce how puniſhment is for 
the good of the wicked > Remember thoſe you haue 
ſcene at publike execution, which prayſed'the Iuſtice 
and the Lawes that cauſed them to die. O how god- 
ly are thoſe thunders , thateuen ſuch as are ftrooke 
with them doc worſhip! T ſay more-to you; there 
were ſome ſeenc that had committed hainous offen- 
ces, were ſo troubled in minde, that after they had 
beenc hidden along time,came of their owne accord 
ro accuſe and ſubmit themſelues vnto puniſhment: * 
decming the torment ordained by the lawes , farre 
cafier then that of their owne conſcience, If there be 
guiltic men that receiue death thankefully, ordained 
by ciuill lawes for their offences , and finde ſome 
comfort in it;how much the more are they bound. 
to take patiently the calamitic appointed by diuine 
Tuſtice ; which being receiued with an humble and 
mecke ſpirit, if they are to liue any longer in this 
world,purifieth their ſoule , and ſerteth their conlci- 
ence at reſt?>and,if they die, deliuereth them from c- 
ternall torment? If we haue a rotten lIimme , we go 
tothe Surgeon; and if we cannot goe,we ſend to in- 
Er ES Uxeats, 
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treate him to come and cut it off, for feare it ſhould | 
infect and ſpoyle the reſt; and are not we willing that 
our ſoule to bee kept from the filth and polluti- 
on, wherewithall our body ſtaineth ir, ſhould bee | xe 
ſtripr by that Soucraigne Phyſitian , that commeth 
of himſelte to vs,and doth nothing but for our good? | fg 
I perceiue by your countenances, that outof the | 
diuine hre of this Diſcourſe, thereariſeth a ſmoake | 1; 
that makes your eyes to {mart, It is in my opiniona | q 
great inequalitie of proportion , that is ſeene in pu- | th, 
niſhwent of the wicked, that leſſencth the credit of | 
that whichwe baue already fayd concerning Proui- 
dence, For we ſcedayly , chat amongſt the wicked, | $ 
; ſomearepuniſhed,and ſome are not: ſome that kauz | th, 
- commurted many grieuous offences endure much | 
- paine,and others to the contrary, That which I hauc 


tO 
ſayd heretofore might ſuffiſe me to anſwer this obie- | ye 
ction,to wit, that the will of God is the ſupreame Iu- | 
ſtice, that ſithence he will haue it ſo, itis well. The | ,,, 
ſame reaſon wherefore he doth all things, requireth | q, 
alſo,that no body ſhould ask him the reaſon of them, | 1 
His counſels are deepe, vnfearchable, and bottom- by 


lefle depths; and when our eyes , that hardly can ſee 
that which lieth at our feere,cannot reach : andne-| þ; 
E uertheleſſe,if wee will follow his footſteps, we finde it 
{o iuſt, yea ſo tollerable, that it will giue vs a reaſon 
cuen of ſuch things, for which it is not bound to Wi 
yeeld any : and ſhall finde his Inftice in moſt part of 
the things that torment. vs, euen like vnto him-| 1 
ſelte, And though for a time it hideth it ſelfe, it] q, 
comes foorthat laſt, and appeares of rhe ſame co- 
lourin one place as well as in the other : imitating 


therein 
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therein divers riuers that are loſt vnder ground in 
ſome places, but nenertheleſle ſpring vp againe, and 
run when they come neere the Sea, 

Firſt, 1n regard you eſteeme there are ſome wic- 
ked vnpuniſhed; you are deceined; wickednefle and 
puniſhment are twins thatare borne together, and 
forlake notone another, The ſharpe and ſtinging re. 
morſc of conicience, heauy and mournfull forrowes, 
bitter repentance are his domeſticall executioners, 
that are neuer wanting, Do not thinke them Fables, 
that th2 parts repreſented by the Furies , with fire- 
brands in their hands, comming, to terrifie the guil- 
tie. It is a lively picture, expreſſing naturally the paſ- 
fion indured by the wicked , that are tormented by 
their owne conſcience, Eſteeme nor the paines. of a 
Wheele, or of Fire, or any other humane torture, 
to approch any wayes vato the crueltie of Furies, 
vexing the minde of the impious, What torment 
could be invented fo great, and that could haue 
racked ſo much thatſame Ceatulas, which preſented 
the Jerwes, as his owne conſcience , repreſenting 
vato him in his dreames , a great multitude of men 
by him maſſecred z whoſe dreadfull and bloody 
ſhapes vncouered their . wounds , and challenged 
him for their children, whom hee murthered,; for 
their goods that hee ranſacked; and in the ende 
threatned and foretold him horrible calamities. 
What torture doe you thinke it was to He- 
0d to heare night and day the Ghoſts of his 
Wife and Children , that reuiled and vpbray- 
ded him with his erucltle , in regard hee had 


moſt barbarouſly and wickedly flaine them ? 
þ es Y | Vhat 
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Whatricheſſez what magnificence ? what pleaſure 
can cheere vp thoſe. that are troubled with ſuch 
thoughts? Is notall their life a continuall torture? 
Bur I grant there be ſome that eſcape thoſe torments 
in this world ; what nation was there cner fo barba- 
rous, that made any queſtion but there was a hel}, 
that waited for them after their death , and where 
their paine ſhould bee the more horrible and feare- 
full, chat ic was put off vntill that time,to be diſchar- 
gedand acquitted,when as they ſhall be moſt ſenſible 
of it> Their torment doth nor. beginne in this lite, 
leaſt it ſhould end with life : ir ftayeth for them, till 
they are come to that place,where they ſhall keepe ic 
for cuer. And this may be obſcrued in the wicked, 
whereof alſo they giue rokens enough:for how many 
do we ſce,that ſeemed afore, to line in great tranqui- 
litie and quietnefſe of minde, that approching neere 
their end, began to deſpaire, and tumble, and toſſc 
ſtrangely vp and downe, foretclling the miſeries 
that attended themin hell> The wicked then cannot 
flie from the hands of diuine:Iuſtices 
But fomeſay,they arepuniſhed too late, and that 
Prouidence is too blame to forbeare them fa long: 
for if they were chaſtiſed for the firſt faulrs, they 
would not commit the ſecondafterwards? Ir is a ve- 
7 ner matter to anſwer this curious obieCtion, For 
though Prouidence had no other occaſion to beſo 
ſlow in puniſhing , but togiue vs an cxample not to 
betoo haſtie, when wee are to Iudge of the life of 
men,fhe aad reaſon enough, Would to God wee 
_ make good yſe of the inſtruftion ſhe giuc v- 
in this place, If ſhe that knoweth all, that _—_— 
nec 
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the bottome of our thoughts, proccedeth very ſlow: 
ly and by degrees to iudgement z what ſhould wee 
doe, we tat in the clecreſt things can ſee nothing, 
and are commonly deceined in thoſe wee eſteeme 
moſt certaine'? If wee tooke as much leafure 
| and care to iudge of Prouidence, as Prouidence 
doth to 1rdge vs, we ſhould be better informed then 
we are,and thould finde ſhe doth nothing , but with 
very great iuſtice and wifſedome, Burt ſhe hath yet a- 
nother cuident occaſion of this {lowneſle : ſhee will 
make thoſe that are incorrigible, inexcuſable , and 
take from themall reaſon to ſay , they had no time 
to amend, and piue leafure to the flexible and traCta- 
ble to remember themſclues, and come backe to ſal- 
uation, There hath beene many men ſeene in the 
world , whoſe firſt offences if God had ſtrictly puni. 
ſhed,he-had ſmothered great, yea admirablc vertues, 
that haue ſince flouriſhed in them, The firſt boyling 
heateot Youth, doth ſometimes caſt out the ſcum 
of it, that makes euen old age more pure and mode- 
rate, VVhich the Greeke Poet would fignifie when he 
repreſented Yhſſes, that with a naked {word it: his 
hand forced Circe to giue him his companions a- 
gaine, and reſtore them to their firſt ſhapes : for hee 
ſayth,fhe rendred them to him againe fairer and pu- 
rer then euer they were, Meaning to let vs vnler- 
ſtand,that when Reaſon, that is fignifiedby the ſword, 
forceth Voluptuouſneſle, thatis fignified by Circe, to 
reſtore men to their true nature, and pur them agait 
into their firſt perfection; they become fairer, then if 
they hadneuer been defiled by pleaſures , and are e 


pen as ſcourcd with the grauelband dregges of the 
Þ worid, 
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world,wherewith they had bemired themſclues. - 


Would you haue another: reaſon yet of the ſlow. 


executionof Gods indgements againſt offendours? 


Fr is becauſe his executioners are not alwaies ready... 


He dothnor punith the wicked : he forbearethſome- 
times to chaſtiſe a tyrant, vntil! that a cruell and bold 
murtherer be found, that will vadertake to kill him, 
Sometimes: he ſtayeth for a more fitting ſeaſon, to 
haue the-more beho{ders of his tuſtice , and that the 
example may be the more obſerued. Sometimes hee 
will keepe in it ſolemnities and ceremonies, to make 
&:e action more famous : ſoit was his will and plea- 
fure Ceſey ſhould be ſlain in the Senate houſe, whoſe 
authoritic he had vſurped ; and before the Statue of 
Pompeins his ſor-in law, whoſe ruine hedid foambi- 
tiouſly purſue.So it was his pleaſure ſince, 5ratusand 
Caſsias ſhould kill chemſelues with the ſame dageers 
wherewiththey had killed Ce(@. 

But aboue all the obiections that are made againſt 
Prouidence, the hardeſt and moſt difficult in my 
opinion to anſwer, is this; that we ſee often ſome 
commit the faulr,and others to beare the blame and 
puniſhment: and as the verſe of Seloz faith; 


Often for one withed,God avth deſtroy a towne. 


The father offendeth , and the ſonne or the grand- 


child arewretched for it, He that ſhall be as curious 
to ſift and fearch-'out the: effetts of Prouidence to 
defend it, as they doe to-ouerthrow it, this diffi- 
cultic ſhall bee verie cafie'to refolue: where they 
argue mych-injquitic, they ſhall finde much wiſe- 
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dome and iuſtice, Forby theſe mcancs God giueth 
warning ynto all men, to watch and bee caretull wo 
kinder euill, and puniſh itwhen it is done , for feare 
that if they ſtay till he taketh it in hand, hewill taxc 
thoſe that permittedit, as wellas thoſe that com- 
mitted it, How much doe you thinke, the. coſtome 
that was obſerued amongſt che Romanes , to de- 
cimate and tithe euery Legion ; nay, whole Ar- 
mies , did encourage and hearten good fouldiers 
to fight manfully , and dis rather with honour and 
 glorie by the hand of the enemie , then ſhame- 
fully by the hand of,;che Executioner > Who prai- 
ſeth not the law that is in Twrkie , by the which 
the inhabitants of a Towne or Borrough, are 
bound to anſwer for any robberie that is com- 
mitted: within their liberties > That maketh them 
fo carefmll and diligent to looke to it, that there 
is no ſpeech of any. At our comming into the 
World, and inhabiting of Townes and Coun- 
treys , wee contract a ſecret focictie , and are 
bound to God one for another. He is the true 
and firſt Lord of the Earth., and of all it con- 
taineth ; he giueth it vato vs, to enioy it in com- 
mon : bur hee ſetteth in the condition; that wee 
bee good men, vpon paine of his high diſplea- 
ſure if wee bee otherwiſe. VVhy ſhould not wee 
bee liable to the whole of the conditions, where- 
upon hee hath beſtowed ſo many bleſſings on vs > If 
wee haue dealt with a Merchant of a company , the 
whole company is anſwerable for it : if a towne or 
2 corporation oweth vs.any thing, wee diſtraine pri- 


uate mens goods. Ie 
P 2 | 
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If we had called this often to minde fince the begin. 
ning of our Broyles,and that we had conſidered, wee 
were to beare indifferently the puniſhment tor the 
inſolencies, robberies, and villanies we haue ſcene 
committed,and that wee haue foſtered and maintai- 
ned by our weaknefſe, or to ſpeake freely by our 
flackncfe, when as we mighteaſily haue ſmothered 
them in their beginning, we had kept ourſelues , or 
I am deceiucd , from ſo many cuils that torment vs; 
and our countrey from the ruine and deſtruction 
whereof it is threatned, But whileſt that euery one 
hath endeauoured himſelfe to ſaue his owne, the 
publike hath been left and abandoned vnto all them 
that would ranſacke it. Ve are now engaged vnder 
its fall,and learne too late the ſaying of Solon to bee 
true; that, There was neuer either Locke,or Bolt that 
could hinder pubike euill from comming into pri- 
uate houſes. In'vaine doth he thinke to ſaue his houſe 
thar ſuffereth the State to go to wracke. Iris truely 
well fayd : He that betrayeth his countrey, yeeldeth 
vp himlſelte. 

Let vs anſwer a word vnto thoſe that complaine, 
chat the children beare the puniſhment of their fa- 
thers fins. I do not know why they find it fo ſtrange, 
ſceing that ciuill Iawes extend vnto the children, the 
puniſhment of thoſe that are attainted of high trea- 
{on. Do you efteeme the Maieſtie of God lefle then 
that of worldly Kings and Princes? And do nor you 
rhinke God hath the ſame conſideration which Law- 
makers haue : and defirethto reſtraine the wicked by 
the feare of ſuch things as can mooue them ſooneſt? 
5OIMe one cannot be ſtayed backe by his owne euill, 
| | tha 
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that is kept in by that which is propoſed to his chil- 
dren, Weare farre more: afflicted with their miſerie, 
then with our owne, How can that fatherly charitie 
of the father towards his children be better beſtowed 
chen to binde him more ſtrictly vnto the obedienee 
of the {eruice of God;8& coniure him by the good & 
fortune of his poſteritie , not to moue him to anger? 
Now fithence all-the atfli&tions wee endure come 
from the hand of Prouidence;they happen to vs iuſt- 
ly, they happento vs wholſomely , though often- 
times we doe not apprehend the cauſe, & foreſee nor 
the end. Neuertheleffe, weare bound to ſubmit our 
ſclues gently to it; and honour by our patience, and 
humble filence ,. this holy iudgement that hath or- 
dained ito. 

For as in the ſacrifices of Elea/7ze,as re ports Clemens 
Alex.cthe Nouices,and ſuch as were initiated,lay all a 
longvpon the ground till the ſeruice was ended:cuen 
ſo in this great Temple of the werld,during the facri- 
fice,we are bound to doe perpetually vnto cternall 
wiſedome, in the contemplation of his workes : wee 
haue no countenance that is ſo comely as humilitie, 
the cognilance of his greatnefſe and our baſeneſle; 
of his might and power, 8 of our infirmitie & weak- 
neſſe; of his wiſedome andour temerie; of his good- 
nefſe,and of our peruerfitie. Let vs obey then his or- 
dinance,whether our Citty,for her old age and fraile 
feebleneſle be to fall downe on the ground , and 0- 
bey the common law of created things : whether 
that by the reuolution and vicifſitude of humane at- 
faires, the honour and magnificence ſhe hath enioy- 
cd fo long, bee to paſle into another place, and bee 
I P JZ tranf- 
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transferred elſe-where : whither the end of all ages 
doth approach, and that the common ruine that .is 
to oucr-whelme all the: parts of the earth doth ſhake 
vs firſt, and beginne by vs, what ſhe is to ſpread 0- 
uer all ; or whether (and this is it which I teare moſt) 
that God will punich all-at once, ſo many treaſons, 
falſhoods, murthers, poyſonings, adukteries,inceſts, 
blaſphemies, and hypocrifies , that our Cittie hath 
hatched a while ſince, and ſpecially within this 
thirtic ycares :.Let vs ſubmit our ſelues to hiswill ; 
let vs follow cheercfully ſo-wiſe -a Captaine , -and 
that loueth vs ſo much. IF he leaderh vs to blowes, 
he leadeth vs to glorie : if it bee onely by wounds, 
they ſhall be honourable : if by. death, it ſhall bee 
happy, ſothat we vadergoe tt in his feruice. -Let 
vs therefore embrace conſtancie, and let vs ſtand 
ypright on the ſteppes of our dutic, making head 
ſtill againſt aduerſitie. Our oucrthrow ſhall, bee 
Our victorie , the blowes that ſhall light vpon vs, 
ſhall ſettle and ftrengthen vs the more : wee ſhall 
wearie and. aſtoniſh the ciuill by our: confidence, 
like vnto that moſt renowned Calls wechns , in the 
batrell of Marathon; which being ſhot through 
with. 2n infinite number of Arrowes, ſtood vp- 
right, ſuſtained, and vpheld by the fame Darrs 
which hackilled him : and euen ftarke dead frighted 
the Barbarians, that deemed' him . immorrtall , in 
regard ſo many blowes and hurts could not make 
him fall, 

The affliftions that are borne conſtantly , and 
with the counterpoyſe of reaſon, doe maintaine vs 
ſtraight and ſtrong : and whereas without _ = 

© 
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ſhould bow too much to the carth, they ſet vs vp 
againe, and lift vs vp to heauen, For wee haue no- 
thing thatgiueth vs ſo ſure a teſtimonie of the im- 
 mortalitic of our ſoules, and a glance more euident- 
ly-of the hope of eternall life , then the courage 
that is infuſed into vs by conflancie-; which exhor- 
ting vs to. braue and generous actions, and vnto 
patience, ſcemeth forthwith to propoſe vnto vs the 
. reward, and giue vs a ſecret feeling of the place, 
where we ought to expeQt it, VVhich is not 1n this 
wretched and mortall world, wherein all is full 
of miſerie and ' pouertie : and wherein (as the 
Greeke Poet faith ) Calamitie walketh continual- 
ly oucr mens heads. But abouc in heauen in a per- 
manent Cittie, that is the true and naturall dwel- 
ling place of the ſoule, and the harbour, where af- 
ter the raging waues and ſtormes of this world ſhe 
15 to,enter , and reſteternally, full of ioy, pleaſure, 
and jcontentment , ſuch as may affoord her the in- 
finitely happy obicct, and the bleſſed fruition of all | 
beauties and bounties, drawne out of their firſt and 
pureſt Original! | 

There ended O-pheas his Diſcourſe : but though 
he held his peace , we hearkned to him ftill, think- 
ing that our filence ſhould inuite him to conti- 
nue; for we could not forgoc the great deſire wee 
had to heare him. Hee roſe firſt, and wee after, 
ſore againſt our will. 

Then Muſaus ſaid; I cxpetted, when you began 
to touch this laſt conſolation, of the hope we ought 
to haue in the life to come , thax you would rehearſe 
vato vs ſome thing, out of the Diſcourle _— 

car 
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heard you tell in times paſt , that that godly ancient 
man,who held the firſt place in our Senate of France, 

in whoſe bchauiour ſhined French loyaltic and fin- 

ccritie, ſo deerely beloued and honoured of vs all, 

vied ynto them that viſited him the day before hee 

deceaſed. It is almoſt eight yeeres {ince he dyed, and 

the good fortune of France with him. I tooke fo great 
pleaſure in that little which you told vs then, that 
I haue been deſirous to entreate you , to rehearſe it 
vnto me all ouer, I told you,aniwered he, as much as 
as I knew of it', for I came but at the end of his diſ- 
courſe , but here is Ziz#s, that was all that day long 
withhim, who can fatisfie your defire. It is worthy of 
another afternoones diſcourſe , keepe it till romor- 
row, 
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jt. <1] Eriue is an obiet that every man 
& \ 1<E/[3p) lookes por and admires: whence it 
We 9 (comes, that theſe which are endorged 
P4 'E | with it , are met ſought after by all 
TAY 7 = manner of people, as being the marne 
EY RF lars of cinil life and humane ſe- 
cietie. Which ancly occaſion induced me 10 tender wnts 
9087 acceptance this l1tle Pamphlct, as to one vpon whons 
Nature hath prodigally beflowed many rare gifts, which 
with a ſparing hand ſhe kepes from ather men. wherein 
if I may be ſo happie as toget your approbatton, and thas 
you will bepleaſed to receiue it with your accuflomead buys 
manitie and conrteſie , it will obliege me tocontinae all 
my life tiene, as 1am, 
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THE THIRD BOOKE 
OF CONSTANCY. 
LY Fs Have heretofore held no better 


15 of Vf | then an old wiues Tale that which 
k af ' 3 a Hoemey writeth, of thoſe that ſaile to 


Y Sa ef wards the Lotophages; that they are 
FSSLANCl 


ſo take with the L#t0z,that is a plea- 
| Wap P We ſant & delictous fruit,that they care 


no more for their countrey,and loſe the deſire to re- 
turne vnto it, But amuſing; vpon ita whileagoe , I 
began to conicCture,that the Authour by this Fable 
would, as by myſterie of ancient wifedome , giue to 
vnderſtand, that the Phyloſophers which dwelt in 
thoſe parts, enterrained men that came thither, with 
ſuch Fweete and pleaſant diſcourſes, that they cauſed 
them to forget their proper and particular affeCti- 
ons, by the contemplation of divine and celeſtiall 
things. Which I iudged by example caſteto be per- 
formed:for I hane found my mind foallured,and ea- 
ſed by the two /aſtafternoones, that I had no other 
care nor defire , but to entertaine thoſe honeſt men, 
and enioy at full their ſweete company and delight- 
ful confelnion.l vow to you,after I had heard them, 
me thought my Fortune was altered , and euen as 
Cenens ofa Girle was turned to a boy; ſo of faint- 
Po} po EO hearted, 
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hearted ] was become conſtant and couragious,, and 
of miſerable ,almoſt happy, So powerfull is an elo- 
quent diſcourſe!, with good reaſons , to.change our 
opinions,and with our opinions, our paſſions, I be- 
leeue that euen as in Mulicke, thoſe that ſing haue as 
much,or more pleaſure, then thoſe that hearken vnto 
it: ſo thele wile men receined as much contentment IF 
by this conference, as ny felte; for.they came all a- 
gaine thenext day, cuen before the houre; ſo that v- 
{ing no ceremonies, we placed our ſelues as we were 
betore. Then quoth I to Linas, Orphens engaged you 
yelterday to rehearſe -vnto vs now the laſt words 
chat were vttered by that famous man Gyhom wee 
loued ſo much duringhis life, and bemoaned after 
ns death Unto his friends before his deecaſe, 1 ſee 
that.you are diſpoſed to doe it; but methinkes you 
ſhould eſcape at too caſte a rate if you affoorded this 
| y_m_ nothing but your memorie alone; Wee 
 deferue tor the friendſhips fake 7 wherewithall you 
are pleaſed to honour vs, that you beſtow vpon vs 
. ſomething of your owne 'inuention. It is true in- 
 deede, thar the diſcourſe which Orphens hath promi- 
- fed wee ſhould haye from you , is a faire peece, thar 
might bce verie fitly joyned vnto that he told vs of 
Prouidence, Neuertheleſle, {ceing I am here, like 
a ficke man among Phyſitians, beare a little with 
mee in this; and before you take this matrer in 
band , I pray you let mee haue your opinion in 
ſome things, that are come into my minde fince 
I heard Orphens, and then you ſhall goe on with 
that as ir ſhall plcaſe-you, which we deſired of you 
yeſterday. 
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The:Sifcourſe that your bring is fo fatre , chat Tal- 
ſure my felfe , it will be fic for any place where you 
will apply it ; and perhaps'yau ſhall-finde it will 
ſerue toreſolue the queſtion I meane-ro propound 
now vnto.you.. Lam forced indeed to confeſſe, that 
that wiſe Prouidence gouerneth all in this worl {;that 
from her ordinance proccede happy and vnhappy e- 
nents of affaires, and thar there falleth out nothing 
bur iuſtly,cuen in the conuerfion of States,and ruine 
of Cittics and Kingdomes. But on the other ſide , it 
ſcemes vato me from thence one might inferre , that 
ſecing we cannot. hinder , or ſtop any thing that is 
ordained aboue, in vaine doe wee ſtriuc againſt the 
ſtreame : and when wee ſee our State tottering , it 
is in.vaine wee offer to proppe itvp, itis in vaine 
we endeauorour ſelues to refilt them that vndermine 
the foundations of it, it is in vaine that wee 
are troubled to know what ſide wee ſhould tol- 
low, Is it not the ſureſt and wiſeſt to take the 
partie of Deſtinie, and follow Prouidencs , when 
wee know her- inclination? or howſocuer, were ir 
not better for vs to lie ſtill and reſt, then to 
rowle this ſtone ouer and ouer againe, that will 
fall at laſt doe what we can. I haue ſcene certain- 
ly the wiſeſt of our age much troubled abour it, 
ſeeing the iuſter ouerthrowne by the ſtronger par- 
tie .. Some haue with an vndanted conrage, 
withſtood whatſoener ſeemed iniuſk vnto' them, 
and euen as of purpoſe wrought their owne ruine 
by it., Some. others like varo Marriners- haue 
tacked. about, when, they could not go ſtraight 
forward z and going aſide, auoyded the ages 
WIC: 
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which they thought impoſſible ro ſhun without 
ſhipwracke, 
1 would defire to know of you , which of the two 
. we ought rather to imicate:and if we ſce theſtriuing 
of Vertue againſt Violence, to proue vnprofitable 
to the publike and hurtſull ro our ſclues;wherher wee 
ought to forſake all publike actions , and withdraw 
vs wholly from buſinefſe ; or whether Vertue ought 
eucn amidft the greateſt ſtormes keep on her courſe, 
and rather ſuffer her ſelte ro bee ouerwhelmed then 
.to goe backe; or whether there" bee eucr a a middle 
path betweenean obſtinate auſteritie, and a ſhame- 
full ſeruitude, by the which an innocent prudence 
may bee ſaued harmcleſſe from theſe ciuill broyles, 
and craged cliftes , wherewith weare onall ſides en- 
uironed. To the end that doing the Common- 
wealth ſeruiceas farre as we arcable,we may paſlle a- 
way this mortall life,. waiting for the houre wherein 
we ſhall be called to the next that is immortall. As 
I ſee,quoth Zizss,itwill be in this, as it is in Princes 
feaſts ; thoſe that enterraine firſt, doe it beſt cheape; 
thecharge and magnificence is euer greater for the 
laſt.But fince you come as vnbidden gueſts,and that 
you take me voprouided, I ſhall giue you but courſe 
Fare,which-Iwould not doe at wee irnorrather 
to giue youſatisfaCtion and entertainment, then for 
- bope I haue to handle worthily ſo troubleſome 
aſubic&, being no manner of wayes prepared for it. 
I have beene in thelike opinion my ſelfe heretofore, 
as you are now gand it ſeemed wiſth and ſafer to me 
in the beginning to yeeld vnto Violence , and giue 
way,asyouſay,to Deftinie. Becauſe ir is labour loft 
ro 
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to be vexed for a thing you deſpaire to obtaine.It is 
hope onely that giueth lite and: heart to our trauell. 
He were not onely a foole, but worſt then mad.that 
ſhould hope to preuaile againſt Prouidence. But as 
it fals out commonly , that thoſe obie&s wee ſee a 
farre off, appeare otherwiſe then they are when wee 
come neere : euen fo ſearching narcowly into this 
propoſition, which at the firſt ſight ſeemed wiſe vnto 
me, yea,godly &religious;I tound it vnaduiſed , nay 
impious,8 perceiued it was nothing elſe buta taint- 
heartednefle, that ſecketh to withdraw vs from the 
Sunne, and labour to ſet vs in the ſhaddow and at 
reſt. VVhich ſhe doth with ſuch pretences,as are caſic 
to be diſcouered by any one that will boldly draw 
the Cuartaine,and behold the plaine and naked truth. 
Why ſhould wee ſay , wee ought to bee idle inthe 
time of publike calamitie, leſt wee ſhould oppoſe 
our {clues againſt Prouidence and Deſtinie > There 
is a Prouidence; it is true : there is a Deſtinie; I 
belecue it, and we cannot hinder their effe&ts. But 
I pray you , how doe we know what Prouidence is 
minded to doe > How can wee guefle at the intent 
of her counſels > By how much ſhee is certaine and 
vnchangeable in her will ; by ſo muchare wee vn- 
certaine and ignorant what 1s her will. God hath 
coucred Time to come with a thicke cloud, that can- 
not bee pierced with the eyes of our weake vnder- 
ſtanding: Wiſely indeede, and happily for vs, For 
if man had beene ſure of the good fortunes that are 
to befall him, it would haue made him ſo vnquiert, 
and he would haue carried ſo high a minde, that hee 
could not haue beene kept within the bounds of 
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his obedience. And on theother fide , the certainte: 
of futureeuils, would haue driuen him into ſuch a 
perplexitic, and broughthim downe fo low, that hee 
could not haue beene cheered vp by any meanes pol- 
ſible, : | 
Seeing then that future things are ſo vncertaine, 
and that our hopes and feares beguile vs alike z what 
aſſurance can wee take to. reſolue our {clues , for 
feare of time-to come, to forſake our preſent du- 
tie? God is reſolued , will wee ſay, to ruine our 
Towne, wee ſee many fignes of it. There 1s a 
number of ambitious and wicked men, that turne 
vpſide downe all Order, Lawes , and politicke 
Gouernment ; I will let them alone, for I cannot 
withſtand them. O faint and cowardly ſpecch! who 
made you fo wiſe in a little time, and acquainted 
you with Gods counſels to vnderſtand jus defipnes? 
Harth not the vncertaintie of humane things taught 
vs yer, how thoſe wee eſteeme lureſt , are ſooneſt 
ouerthrowne; and thoſe wee thinke ready to fall, 
are ſet vp againe, and ſtrengthened on a fodaine? 
And though we were ſure that we: were not able to 
ſaue our countrey , ſhould wee forſake it for all 
that? Wee doe not forſake thoſe that are ftricken 
with incurable diſcaſes, It 1s no ſmall fmatter, in 
my opinion , to make.death gentle and cafe to them 
which cannot auoyde it, and giue them lenitjue 
remedies , when others can doe no good. There 
is a kindeof comeclinefſe in dying handſomely, and 
they eſteeme it a friendly office to cloſe vp their 
friends eyes, and lay all the 'parts of their bodice 
ig a decent and orderly poſture . at their death, 
| Though 
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Though wee were not able to doe any more; why 
ſhould nor we yeeld this laſt office vnto our country? 
And farre leſſe ought wee to forſake it in great com- 
motions;ſeditions,and publike calamities; the mala- 
dy can neuer bee ſo deſperate that wee oughr to de- 
ſpaire of recouery.But the difficulreſt thing to be re- 
foluedon in ſuch a-caſe,is, whether we be bound ne. 
ceffarily to take the betterand iuſter partie, and fol- 
low it;or keepe our 'ſelues quiet in that wherein wee 
are engaged,expeCting opportunitie of working the 
reconciliation of both ; and bring thoſe that hane 
ſtrayed from their dutie, to the acknowledgement of 
their fault. For it is nota queſtion to be asked ; whe. 
ther wee ought to further and helpe the partie wee 
know to be vniuſt, but onely by thoſe thati haue nei- 
ther Yertue nor Conſcience. The Law of Solon ſeems 
vnto me very prudent and wiſe; which ordained, that 
in ciuill diuifions every one ſhould preſently chule 
his ſide; becauſe of two faftions,the one being ſill in 
the wrong , and that offers iniury to the other : the 
{ubiect is inexcuſable, that forſakerh the partyjof the 
lawes and publike welfare, to become a ſpeQatour of 
the ruine ofhis countrey. 

But mce thinkes that ſhould bee vnderſtood of 
the beginning of troubles, which areeaſie to bee ap- 
peaſed at their firft birth. Now if the Prince, orhe 
that gouerneth vnder his authoritie , ſuffercth this 

yenome of ſeditionto ranckle fo farre, that the fac- 


\ "rion becomes ſo powerfull , that itſeizeth vpon the 


State or Cittie we are in; and that going foorth 
wee can doe no other good , but onely ginea teſti- 
mony of our good will to the Prince,or the publike, 
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I thinke in ſuch a caſe, there are many reaſons can 
excule vs for ſtaying behind, though we ſhould deem 
the faction vniuft that gouerneth. The firſt is Necel- 
fitie, when weare kepr in by force for thathath no 
Law. The ſecond is a common Law ofthe affaires of 
the world, that wiſherh vs to yeeld vnto force when. 
itis once eſtabliſhed. As Vertue commandeth vs to 
wiſh for good things : ſo. it gineth vs counſell to 
beare thoſe which happen againſt our will, and even 
abate ſome thing of the loue we owe to the State, 8 
of our dutieto the Lawes , left we ſhould raſhly caſt 
away our ſelues. And who can-thinkethis ſtrange, 
ſince that ſeuere and incorruptible Cate:iudged, it 
ſhould be fo;when as departing from Siracuſe ro goe 
_ to Pompey, he wiſhed the Sicillians to beobedient to 
Ceſar, who had made himſclfe maifter of Yale. 

The third,when.our goods and meanes are in the 
place of our abode, and that going forth,we ſhould 
fall into an extreme pouerty. For though pouerty is 
nota ſufficient excuſe to cauſe vs-to commit an ill 
deed. : yet the feare of it ought to excuſe vs in ſome 
kinde, if wee doe not performe whatſocuer,the ri- 
. gour of the Law can-expect at our hands. And 
ſpecially in this ſeaſon, where good men can get 
neither relicfe nor fauour, but from their purſe : and 
wherein pouertie , and thoſe that are moleſted with 
that diſeaſe, are ſhunned of all the world, as if they 
were infected with the plague. But the moſt lawfull 
excuſe in ſuch accidents, is for thoſe which find the- 
ſelues tied & bound neere to their old or ſickely pa- 
rents,orneere vntoa wife,and a number of children. 
Pictie, and naturall affetion releaſeth vs of many 

things 
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things againſt the rigour of the Law, 

And though the Law faith; Thar for the quarrel! 
of our Countrey, we muſt ſpare neither Parents nor 
Children, and that it ſeemes ic would purpoſely in- 
fringe the right of Natnre ; yet ic muſt be vnder- 
ſtood, when as forſaking thoſe that we are neerely 
bound vnto by Charitie z we may doe ſome ſeruice, 
and performe ſome thing that counteruaileth ſo 
much vnto publike pictic, as it offendeth the Dome- 
ſticall, 

Theſe conſiderations haue kept, as you ſee, a- 
monegſt ys many honeſt men, that are fore grieued 
to ſee this miſerable confuſton ; and which had wiſh- 
ed rather then any thing in the world, to-haue beene 
out of it, if they had thought the publike would 
haue reaped any commoditie thereby. But they dee- 
med it nor fitting for. them to forſake their friends, 
vato whom their preſence was very neceſlaric heere, 
to gocand bee chargeable. to the Prince that called 
them away. . Now being imbarked in this ſhip, as 
ſome of vs are, bearing publike offices to their great 
miſchiefe, we haue beene forced (to ſpeake truly ) to 
diſſemble, and let paſſe many pittifull things againſt 
the Lawes of che State, and the dutie of our places. 
I haue often reaſoned with my felfe, whether wee 
ought not vpon ſuch occafions, to withſtand the e- 
uill with an vndaunted courage , and euen in icopar- 
dic of our lines, plead the cauſe of Tuſtice. After 
bad feene ſome to vndoe themſelues by itz I found 
truet he ſaying of an Ancient, That Prudence is the 
beginning ofall Vertues , thatſhe ought to goe be- 
fore asan Yſher , and make way for the others : and 
R 3 where 
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where ſhee is wanting, they are no better then blind; 
and'the more they haſten and endeauour them- 
felues , ſo much the ſooner doc they ſtumble, and on 
hutt not onely- themſelues , but thoſe alſo they O 
tall vpon, Therefore whatſocuer wee vnderrake, rc 
after wee haue confidered , whether the end of p 
it bee iuſt and Jawfull; wee muſt examine what P 
meanes wee haueto bring itto paſſe, and not vn- 1: 
docourlſclues to no purpoſe. And when we hauc r! 
not the meanes to performe wharſocuer the publike n 
zwelfare doth expett at our hands , ſtriue induſtrion(- 
ly to do the beſt we can. | 
Now I belecue thar in this pittifull caſe whercin 
Wee are fallen, good men could doe no more to 
acquit themſelyes of their dutie : but diuert by 
gentle and faire meanes, many cruell and dan- 
.gerous practiſes, andj retard and flacken - cun- 
ningly the courſe of Violence, which they could 
notaltogether ftop. For as thoſe which haue giuen 
-ouer themſelues vnto Nouelties, and proſtituted 
their wits 0 {erue other mens paſſions', are.inex- 
cuſable before God and men : So I doe not ac- 
.compt them worthy of praiſe, who ſeeing Force 
and Violence ſetled , haue beene vndone by their 
_ .owne ſeeking. -Into what cafe ſocuer our coun- 
trey falleth, it auayleth much there ſhould bee 
vertuous men, who fo preſerue their reputation as 
not to beeſteamed auerſe from the common peo- 
ple,to the end that occafions being offered to giue 
good counſell, they may performe it : and with a 
gracious and dreadlefle hand ſearch and heale the 
wounds of <iuill difſentions. Sometimes a Caſtle 
; that 
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that holdeth out, affoordeth ſmeanes to recouer a 
whole Prouince : and a wiſe and diſcreet Cittizen 
maintaining his credite in his Cittie , may often 
occa{ion the common. tranquilitie, For, as health is 
reſtored to aſicke body by the meanes of his ſounnd 
parts , which keepe whole and found the princt- 

les of life: euen fo ina towne, Peace and Concord 
is reeſtabliſhed by the modeſt , and impartiall car- 
riage of a good Cittizen.. It is incredible how 
many admirable and wholeſome effects the very 
aſpects of thoſe which 'had the name to bee. inf 
and honeſt, and louing the publike good, haue 
brought foorth among people z but it muſtbe in 


a-fit occaſion. It Time that: ſeaſoneth Councels, 7 


There is a certaine moment in buſinefſe , which 
if you take not opportunely , all the labours you 
beſtow about them are in vaine. Which is ob- 
ſerued ſpecially in them , .that haue the managing 
of the ſpirits: of people in commotion. Maris 
Anrclias the Phyloſopher , faith', in a place of the 
booke ill intituled, His life; that bad opinions 
are impoſtumes in the minde of man, . If they be 
impoſtumes , wee muſt of neceſſitic let them ri- 
pen before we open them:otherwife the Yron wil! 
cauſe an imflammation, and in ſtead of curing 
the maladie by the cutting , we.ſhall inflame ir. 
Ve muſt ſpeake the truth z A multitude of people 
is a. ſtrange beaſt :.it is a hazardous Trade to 
vndertake | to rule them after they haue once ſha- 
ken of the Yoake of the Lawes ; and taken 
vpon them the cuſtome of libertie , or rather 
licentiouſneſſe, . Thole that have made once triall 


nt 


228 THE SECOND BOOKE 
of it, will eftceme nothing the. eſſe of their goods, 
to ſhun ſich an inconfiderare madneſſe, But there be 
certaine things in the world, that are learned onely 
by experience , which is a deere and dangerous Mt- 
ſtreſſe. Therfore,he that vps neceſſitie, or through an 
honeſt intent of fuccouring his countrey , ſhall Taffer 
himfelfe to be engaged in an vnlawfull faction ,.can 
do no more but watch and obſerue all occaſions, to 
diſpoſe the wils of his fellow Cittizens,to know their 
owne good, and deſire it, VVhich he may caſily do, 
if he behaueth himſelte moderately, and ſheweth hee 
ſeeketh for nothing elſe but their profit,making their 
minds capable of reaſon bytaire-words ; and bring- 
ing them backe by diſcourſe , to that which is right 
and juſt, Vherein he muſt immitate wine , which in 
the beginning by a daintie and delicious taſte,allu- 
 rethmentodrinke ir; then being mingled withtheir 
blood ,* heateth by little and little - all their bo- 
dy, and1o it intoxicateth and ouercommeth them. 
For in a word,you muſt belceue,that all great affairs 
areneuer brought toa good end, otherwiſe then by 
. gentleneſſe and patience, © YVhereof Nature giueth 
- vs afaire inſtruCtion, producing all things, how great 
. andexcellent ſocuer they be,by an inſenſjble motion. 
And this muſt hee praCtiſe ſpecially towards thoſe, 
: thatare in greater credit and authoritic;hecauſe they 
are as publike fountaines , from whence are drawne 
the counſels that loſe or ſaue States; the good opini- 
on they conceiue of it, is ſoone ſpread ouer all the 0- 
thers.It auaileth much alſo , when it is vſed towards 
thoſe that ſpeake ordinarily tothe people , becauſe 
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diſtilled the affections , wherewichall the vulgar arc 
poſſcfſed'.. which induce them afterwards to good, 
or bad aCtions. 

Bur two things haue hindered good men from 
comming neere,and hauing accefle vnto them. The 
frſt,that being new and raw men,and experienced in 
affaires , they were led and carryed away by the opi- 
nions of thoſe that hag prevented them: & fed com- 
monly vpon vaine hopes , whereon they built Ca. 
files in the Aire. The other, that is falne out with 
the, as they lay ordinarily; thac choſe that erre by art, 
erre moſt dangerouſly; tor they erre moſt obſti- 
nately , and defend themſelues with' Science a- 
gainlt Reaſon. They endeauoured to bring poli- 
ticke gouernement, which confiſteth in a particu- 
lar prudence , vnder generall-rules, and make anv- 
niuerfall Science of it. And fo applying the rules, 
where they ſhould haue applyed their exceptions, 
they peruerted the iudgement of all things, It was 
good ſport to heare them take, they did iuſt like 
vnto bad Mathematicians, who ſuppoſing a right 
angle, or ſome Geometticall figure, to bee otker- 
wiſe then in trach it is, make thereupon ſeeming de- 
monſtrations of things that are nor, and cannot bee 
atall, For after you haue once grantcd in arguing 
any thing thar is falſe j they inferre from it ſtrange 
abſurdicies « The forme of arguing of this Time 
hath beene chus: Such a wy auaiteth for the con- 
ſcruation of Religion; therefore it muſt bee done, 
Now the firſt part of the argument which was ſub- 
ic& to be denyed and prooued , and moſt common- 
ly was not onely ,doubrfull., but apparanily falſe, 
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was cuer held for moſt certaine; nay , ſometimes 
made an Article of faich, The propofitions that 
were mooued, were of ſuch a kinde, as ought tc 
haue beene examined with great and mature indge- 
ment, by theexawple of the effeds brought foorth 
by like affaires, and whercin they ſhould haue conſt- 
red the times,moments , diſpoſitions of men, and a 
thouſand other circumſtances. 

Neuerthelefle, thoſe that had neither the expe- 
rience of things paſt , nor the knowledge of the pre-. 
ſent, haue taken vpon them the authoritic to iudge 
of them. VYntoall the inconueniences that.awere ſet 
foorth vnto them , vnto all the ill ſucceſles that were 
foretold them ſhquld happen of their wrath and 
 headie counſels.; they had no. other anſwer. but 
that God would prouide for it, As if God had been 
ſet aboue onely to ſecond their paſſions , and frame 

| the reſt of the World to. their defignes ; and not 
"they placed here to obferue the will.of God by the 
diſpoſition of things, and ifſue of affaires, to apply 
themiclues thereto, and attaine vnto their end; or 
- com2as neereas they could by effeCtuall and ordi- 
nary meanes, As ſoane. as they perceiued a way 
{omewhat long and tedious , they made themſclues 
wings of waxe, and flew'in the Aire, to reach vnto 
the place where Feare ana Defire drew. them. And it 
accordingly happened, that their wings melted in 
the Sunne,and rhey are falne-; and falling, hauepul- 
led after them their fcllow-Cittizens. into a Sea of 
woe and milerie, an 
I would not indeed raxe the intent of all,in regard 
I have knowne ſome amongſt them, that. were cax- 
| ried 
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ried away with the zeale of their Religion, But I 
doubt , whether before God, their meaning ſhall 
ſerue them for a lawfull excuſe, ro'haue vnderta- 
ken ſo important a charge, whereof they were in- 
capable, For it ctuill Lawes condemne one that 
tikerth vpon hima Trade hee vnderſtands not, and 
make him anſwer forall the hurt is done by his vn- 
Skiltulneſſe ; ſhall not thofe who ceuen as by force, 
baue vndertaken the Gouernment, and by their 
fault caſt vs into ſo many dangers, bee anſwerable 
tor ſo many Deathes , Burnings, Pillages , Rauiſh- 
ments , ſo many Sacriledges , fo many Blaſphe- 
mies that proceeded from their bad and giddy 
counſels, . I beleech God to torgiue them for it: 
but they are the cauſe of many euils and miſchicfes, 
- and giue vs 1uſt occaſion to ſpeake of our State, as 
an Ancient did of his; The Commonwealth was 
loſt rather by the remedies that were applycd vnto 
ner, then by ' her Maladie; But what? You wil 
fay; Did good men hold their peace then ? why 
did they not ſtoutly declare their opinion for the 
200d of the Commonwealth > Why did not they 
withſtand all thoſe idle trickes > Alas there are 
none troubled in ſuch things, but thoſe that are 
ingaged in them. Oftentimes ſeeing this miſerable 
gouernment, and the. perplexitie good men were 
in; I called to minde a Hiſtoric , that happened in 

our dayes in this Cittie. | 
It fell out jn an honeſt houſe , that an Ape which 
was kept for ſport , wentand tooke a little child our 
of the Cradle, and carryed it to the top of the 
houſe : as ſooneas-it was ſpyed , the father and _ 
y 2 ther 
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ther ranall amazed, weeping, and not knowing what 
to. doe; for.if they had cryed out, and ran after the 
Ape , .it would haue let the chjld fall downe, which 
had certainly. brcke his -necke, They ftood til! 
then without cuer a worg , looking pitrifully all in 
reares, and quaking for ſcare what ſhould bee the: 


end of it, It happened, and it-was a great giit ot. 


God, thatthe Ape came downe 1gaine ſoftiy, and 


brought the child ro the fame place. where itkad. 


taken it, | 
Weehaue bcene, and are. fill frighted in the like 
manner , and haue ſcene, and ſce yet our Religion, 
and our poore State in the hands of ftrange men, 
and wonderfully raſh and hcedleficy which play with 
them, and hold them vp hanging in the Aire at their 
fingers end, ready to hurle. them downe vpon the 
firſt occaſion of amazement... Would to. God ati 
leaſt, but I dare nor hope for it, they would doe 
with vs., as the Ape did with.-the child , and ſer vs 
in the ſameplace againe where they tooke vs firſt vp.. 
I thinke certainely good men may very well be cx- 
cuſed, if ſceing ſuch deere gages in their hands, and 
the downe right pitch where they had carricd them, 
they looked vpan thema while, and faid nothing. 
The firſt fault was commirred by ſuch as ſuffercd 
them to ſeizeaud take hold on the State, The ſecond 
which 1s imputed to vs, was but the neceflary conſe- 
qnence of the other , as much to be excuſed. as the 
firſt is to be bJamed, Not that I would thereby de- 
fend thoſe, which in the ſtrength of the euill, even 
through ouer-much fcare,did cuer leane on that fide 
wherethey ſaw Force and Violence, preuaile ; for 
ET, owe 
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they are partly cauſe, that our Euils are growne in- 
curable; and may, with good reaſon, be compared 
ro reeling Burthens in a Shippe, which rowling ſtill 
on that {ide the Shippe' leaneth to, when a Storme 
comes, cauſe her to bee ouer-turned, There is a 
meane betwcene too much, and too little ; there is 
difference berweene bending,and breaking. As you 
may doe amifſſe through obſtinacic, and trouble- 
fome ſeueritie; fo you may dangerouſly offend by 
ouer-much {lackneſſe, and conniuence , and by a 
Finde of ferching a Wind-lete about, whereby you 
forſake altogether Juſtice, vnder colour of following 
Prudence. And to ſpeake freely to you,]I haue ſeene 
very many , that caſt themfclues away out of that 
Window; and going abour fill, found themſelues 
in the end as farre from the dutic ofa good Citizen, 
as thoſe that ranne all at once into the miſchiefe; and 
are fallen as low, ſteppe by teppe, as the others that 
leaped with a full cartiere into confuſion, Ir is very 
dangerous for them,which haue not the ſtrength and 
$kill ro ſtay themſclues when they lift; to venture 
downea ſteepe Hill: it is needfull, that thoſe which 

forſake the High-way , betaking themſelues to by- 

Lancs,ſhould know the Countrey well, otherwiſe 

they may be bewildered very caltly, | 

Neuerthelefſe, becauſe this Prudence, that yec!- 
deth gently vato that which ſhee cannot onercome, 
may ſerue in many ſuch chances, as thoſe thar are be- 
fallen vs,when ſhee is vied with tudgement,and mo- 
deration,I will tell you what-bounds I would ſet her, 

Firſt, neuer to diſſemble in the beginning of Com- 
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the Lawes, how little ſocuer it might be. Contra- 
riwiſc, I would withſtand, cuen by maine force, as 
long as it were poſhble,as long as the chance is com- 
mon, anthar there is hope, and likelyhood, that by 
venturing, Reafon may haue the vpper hand. It is a 
great errour wherewith many men are beſotted, to 
thinke , that one muſt venture nothing.in a State. 
Otren, for not hazarding while wee are ftrong, wee 
arc brought to that puſh, wee muſt hazard when 
wee are weake;zand make that afterwards very doubt- 
full, which was but a little hazardous in the begin- 
ning. Fortune (if wee may ſpeake fo) will not haue 
vs thinke,wee can ſettle all things by Prudence;there 
are many things where ſhee will haue a ſhare, and 
haue the thankes of the iffue to be due vnto her, Bur 
. thechicfeſt thing, is to haue the right on your {de : 
Which being done,with all the conſiderations and 
aduantages that may be taken, put it toa tryall, and 
commit all vnto the Soucraigne Power of God, 
which gines ſuch iſſue to affaires as hee pleaſeth, If 
things are ſo farre gone, and ſtand vpon ſo bad 
termes, that Violence ouerthroweth the Lawes,and 
Force carryeth it away from Iuſtice 5 I would nener 
forall thar,conſent to an vniuſt thing,except it were 
© auoid a farre worſe, and more vniuſt, that ſhould 
otherwiſe happen thereby. 

' Now the Rule that I would with to bee kept in 
this caſe, is, That in this compariſon of Euills, aud 
teare of worſe, wee ſhould-neuer reckon our owne 
particular intereſt, to compare it with the publike : 

| Forhee which for feare of the private Euill where- 


with hee is threatncd, makes himſelfe Author,or In-: 


firument 
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ffeument of the publike calamitie, hath nothing that 
can excuſe him, But wee muſt examine with care, 
and prudence, whether this greater Euill wee feare 
ſhould befall the publike, cannot be auoyded other- 
wiſe, -If it cannor, in that caſe wee muſt compound 
with Violence, that 1s, doe the ſame: which they doe 
at Sca in a ſtorme , caſt away part. of the Vares,to 
faue the reft, Ir is very feldome, that thoſe which 
gouerne diſturbed States, are troubled to chuſe of 
ewo goods the beſt 5 but often to picke out of two 
Euils the leaſt, Good is not judged to be fo, but in 
compariſon of the worſe, Therefore an extreme (e- 
ueritie were not fit for ſuch occaſions, and would 
rather kindle then {mother the furie of vnruly peo- 
ple. Wee may then (perhaps) imitate the Sunne, 
which indeed goes alwaies from Eaſt to Weſt, but 
winding about , ſometimes towards the North, 
ſometimes towards the South, leſt it he kept ſtill vn- 
der the fame tine,he ſhould drie vp and burne, what 
he maſt but comfore and gently warme, The good 
fabie& ought indeed to haue for his end the pub- 
like welfare,and the Iuſtice whereon it depends : but 
when rhe orinary way cannot bring them to it, hee 
muſt berake himſelfe to the cafieſt and moſt commo- 
dions. Her (hould vndertake the conſeruation of his 
countrey in vaine,ithe were to caſt it away bythe re. 
medies,wherewith he meaneth to ſaue it: for affaires 
and counſels are meaſured ſpecially by the end. 
There is, in my opinion, as much as a good ſtbiect 
may doe in publike. 
In priuate,theſ{caſon affoordeth him many faire 
occaſions of doing well, He muſt firft comfort his 
pi kin{> 


13s Taz THizD BoOKE 


kinnsfolkes, his friends, his neighbours, and thereaf- 


teras tbe degrees of affection binde Him moſt to c- 
nery o8c3/afiſt and incourage them, aduiſe them-in 
their buſineſſe , keepe them-from being wronged by 
other men, ſaccour them in their neceſſities accor- 
to his meanes, .Lethimriſc carly, and-goe tobed as 
late as hewill ; the day willneucr be long enough to 
fulfill all the offices ,-vnto the which other mens mi- 
feric ſhall call him. Let him lay his hand in any place 
where hepleaſeth, hee ſhall indea wound to dreſle; 
this pictifull. and miſerable time leauerh nothing 
whole and ſound, .Itis his filters widdowshood will 
. call him one way, his brothers lofle of children ano- 
ther; the robbery done to his friend ſhall put him on 
| this fide,-. the impriſonment of his kinsman , orthe 
danger of his neighbour on the other:he ſhall ſooner 
; tindea place voyde of aire here then of calamirie, 
. Buthe ſhall haue employment enough for his Ver- 
. tuewithin his owne houſe,wherein he may performe 
the dutie of a good Cittizen. - For who-is he ſo hap. 
py , that hath not beene touched during this time 
with a thouſand forts of afflictions > who hath not 
felt the venomous teeth of detration?or whom haue 
not the {quinting eyes of enuy looked vpon ? or that 
that the publike robbery hath not hit; and that how- 
ſoeuer hath not beene bereaued of his goods by the 
defolation of the countrey, and ſent way naked, as a 
maneſcaped from a ſhipwracke? It is here where one 
muft ſhew himſclfe a man , and make appeare, that 
Vertue doth not confiſt in words', but in branc and 
generous reſolutions. It is needfull firſt for the good 
Cirtizen to beare patiently his afflictions , indging 
WC 
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welland religioully:of;diuine Prouidence, without 
the which, as. you heard , nothing happenerhin this 
world., acknowledging/his- misfortune tobe his-juſt 
ſharc and.portion of. humane; ſocjetic /:.vnto whole 
.commoneuill he ought to participate, as hee hath: 
done, andſhould alſo haue his ſhare of the good if 
it happened, | | : 

Secondly, I deſire that. this patience ſhould not 
beſetled only in his heart, but cuen it ſhould ſhine on 
his forchead; as well to beare an honourable teſtimo- 
ny vato Vertue , and ſhew what ſhe can doe againft 
misfortune; as1o be.in-ſtead of a faire and cleeremir- 
rour , on which his fellow Cittizens compoſe and 
dreſſe their aftions , as by an excellent perfect pat- 
terne, 1t isat all times a thing worthy of prayſe, to 
ſerue his for aa example, of doing well : .but itisa 
thing very beneficiall and profitable ina time full of 
trouble and calamitic , tobe an example vato them 
of patience. As the firſt happinefle is to auoyd euill; 
ſo the ſecond is to beare ir conſtantly, ButT will not 
vndertake hereto ſetforth the reaſons which mooue 
vs to this conſtancy , that perſwade vs , yeathat in- * 
force vs toit, if we will continue tobe men. That 
which 2#/eus and Orphexs haue ſpoke of it before 
me, is more then ſufficient,; Neuerthelefſe,if all rea- 
ſans were to be weighed, Iſhould thinke tharwhich 
remained behind , and which Orphens did but point 
arghould carry it away betorc- all the others. For 
thoſe which are once fully perſwaded , that death is 
bur a paſſage to a better life , ſhould neuer feare ir, 
Now. if death, beyond which reach neither the Em- 
pire of Fortune , nor the threats of the Les fright 
| T tech 
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teth them not; what ſhall the injuries and threates'of- 
men do, that are bur the hands of Fortune, and the 
infkrwnencs of che Lawes > And contrariwiſe,thoſe 
which belceuc it not , what: precepts may one giuc 
chem ?..or what reaſons alledge that may comfort 
them intheir calamities? for though you thew them 
that affliftions befall vs by a common right', by the 
Law of Nature, and not by the iniury hu ſuppo- 
ſed Fortune ;- and' that nothing happeneth' but by 
the ordinance of divine Prouideace;that healeth not 
the wound they receiue in their hearts, to ſee that in- 


NOCEncy is a ſubic& of miſerie and torment... If you 


make them ſee nothing , bur thatſpace thar is-inclo- 
ſed betweene their birth and their death , as within 


ewo bounds; I'doe not ſec why they ſhould forſake 


the pleaſures of the world, todiſturbe their life with 
that harſh and bitter Vertue. LI ſee no reaſon why 
man ſhould not be offended with Nature, for ma- 


king him the moſt wofull & wretched creature of al! 


thoſe the Sunne beholdeth ; and laugh Vertue to 


ſcorne,that ſetteth forth ſo many .toyles and labours . 


without any reward. 

Wee haue (faith P48 ) rwo great Demons, which 
put vs forward-and backeward. in our ations; Re- 
ward and. Puniſhment. Now I.doe not ſec how 
wee Can fine them in this world , wherein for the 
moſt part, the good are afflifted, and the wicked 
are comforted, Wee muft then ſet our hopes far- 
ther, and cauſe themto paſſe beyond the bouuds of 
this ſhort and wretched life; and know that death is 
the firſt of all our true goods, and the beginning of 
our happineſle & fclicitic. Man is not onely mortal! 
as 
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as one faith, to the end there mighrbe an end for his 
miſerie , and that the good may be praiſed without 
enuy , and the wicked blamed without feare ; that 
-riches may be deſpiſed , as vnprofitable after it : but 
ſpecially co this end, that-the good may be eternally 
happie,, and the wicked vnhappie. That is thecon- | 
folation which doth allay ourlabours , and feedeth 

our patience with the hope, or rather aſſurance of 
a life eternall , and-without bound, that waiteth for 
vs at our departure from hence, 'Vhereupon would 
to God wee could meditate euery day, euery houre, 
and euery moment : wee ſhould finde in this me- 
ditation a ſufficieat comfort ro-our aduerfitie, and 
a comely moderation in our proſperities. Burt alas! 
We keepe backe our thoughts from ic as much as 
wee can zand which is worft ,,many belecue it not 
atall ?and could wifh willingly to be no more aft- 
ter death, left they ſhould-be as they deſerue. They 
doe what they can, to cauſe their ſoule to die 
with their body, and goe and borrow reaſons of 
ancient "as 0 ad Tong to deny and ouerthrow the 
onely ſcope, the onely 'reward, and the laft end 
of Phylolophy. As for me, I thinke they are pu-. 
niſhed enough with their malitious opinion; that 
taketh out of their hands, the chicfeft hope that 

aſſwageth and ſeaſonerh this: cart and bitter life; 
and-could willingly fay, they. ſhould euen ſuffer 

them tobe ſo miſcrable , ſince they are willing to 

be ſo, 

But it ſccmeth that you haue layda charge vpon 
me, to , vpbraid them with, their errour, and con- 
 demne themby their owne reaſons. For you could 

T2 not 
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notpreſcribevnts'mee pon: atty other occafion to 
finiſh this diſcourſe; with" the* recitall of the laſt 
words-of that'good ancient man, bur onely there- 
by' t& conuict; them of their- blindneſſe” by the 
light--of fo rare a wiſedome. - As for yoit, I khow. 
you vefire-neither proofe nor-explanation+.of this 
pointzyou,Eſay,that beleeue itfnor only, affirme,and 
publifh-it;but cucn meke it the Preface and concluſi- 
on of all-your ſpeeches, and ofall your aftions, So 
thatthe diſcourſe of it would bee but vnprofitable, 
and troubleſome to you,withour you be accyſtomed 
to. vic it,as the Egyprians did their Sceletos ; and that 
you cannor.riſc from the table without you heare 
ſometalke of theinanioctalitic' of the ſoute, no more 
then they-of the death of the body. . Or perhaps 
as:the memory of this man- is very deere vnto 
you,you deſire to renew it with the-remembrance of 
ſo fajrean <nd.I will rehearſe then, as neere as T can, 
what hee told:vs vpon this ſubie&', the daybefore 
God tooke him from: henee; as from vnder the ruine 
of this State. 
| This 'goodly ancient man had fpent all his life in 
the Palace, being then threeſcore and fifteene yeeres 
old.He:had ſcene many comotions in this kingdome 
that had diſturbed the quiet of it : but hee had ſeene 
none» yet-that threatned the ruine and diſſipation 
of-the:Srate. The king hauing ſent for him from 
his houſeof eli, vpon weighty andand important 
affaires , and which concerned the broyles that haue 
fo much vexed vs ſince: and hee having by the con- 
ſideration of this bufineſſeforcſeent the milcries that 
were like-to come-vpon vs , *conceiucd' great me- 


lancholy thereby ; infomuch that this ſorrow 
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- ouercomming; his health, weakened already by age, 
hee, fell ſicke vpon it.. During the time ob his ſick- 
neſſe, hee was viſited by the moſt famous men of the 
Towne; and becauſe I was his neighbour,and that 
loued and honoured him.much, I wene thither of- 
ten, The day before hee died, .a-great number of 
Learned men being abour him, and finding himſelfe 
more at quict then hee was wont to be, many dif 
courſes and queſtions were mooucd, ſpecially about 
the condition of good men,that were called to great 
Places; which is almoſt cuer wretched, their Vertue 
being rewarded with Rage and Enuy, for the fwee- 
teſt Recompences;zand Iniuries and VVrongs for the 
moſt vſuall, $ome one chanced to ſay, That yet the 
Religionwee were brought vp in, gaue vs muchad- 
uantage vpon.the Ancients, propoſing to'vs the re. 
muneration of. our Labours in the lite to come, and 
letting vs know, thac the beſt part of ys out-liueth 
out Body ;. nay, that cuen our Body doth rotzand 
putrifie; to ſpring out and be renewed one day in a 
happier life, wherein Vertye ſhal receiuethe Crowne 
ſhee hath deſerued. VVhether the others, which had 
no, khoawledge but by the gloomic. light of Nature, 
could nor: reach, nor ftxetch their hopes any further 
then Death; nor conſequently, haue any other com- 

fort. but.chat of this World, which certainely is very 

ſall.. This gaod Lord rayſing his head: from the 

Pillow,and.lcaning.on his Elbow: Idid (quoth he) 

entertaine'my ſelfe fome part of the Night with 

this Subicct, and after long muſingvpon it, I con- 
cluded, That the ſtrangeſt and moft certaine com- 
fort.wee can take, is the aſſurance of a ſecond, and 
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moce-happy Life. And though our Faith ginerh ir 
vs; and that the Spirit of God hath ſpecially reuca- 
led itvnto vs; yer-T doeinot belecue; the*ancient 
Philoſophers hauc bene ignorant of it, and that fo 
much Yertue as they had, did want this conſolation; 
valcfle they haucirejeQed it , when as Nature with 
her owne hand hath offered it them. And I thinke, 
if I could rehearſe vnto you all thatran in my minde 
this Nighcabour it, you would confefle it to bee ſo, 
Then: framing his countenance; and ſpeech, 'accor- 
ding as hee was wont to doe,when hee intended to 
. contmuea'Diſcourſe , wee prepared our ſclurs alſo 
with a great filence to heare him, and hee proceeded 
- muchafter chis manner, | | 
Amongſt all the' things of the World, in the 
' knowledge of whom wee may crre, there is none 
- whoſe ignorance is more pernicious, and hurtful, 
then that of the eftate of our Soukes, after this frayle 
and mortal! life ; for thence is deriued a perplexed 
anxietie,.and miſerable vaquicetnefle : which is the 
cauſe,thatmen finding nockin happy in this world, 
and looking for no certaintic after it, thinke they are 
ſcne hitheras to a faral{ Torment, whereinthey muft 
live and die in gricfe and calamitie. They hate Life, 
and feare Death; and leaſt they ſhould fall intowhat 


they feare, they take what they deſpiſe, As Viyſſes 


did mn Homer, who to ſanchimſcite from drowning, 
embraceda wilde Figge-tree; not forany love hee 
bore vneo it ," but for feare, that forſaking it; hee 
ſhould fall mro Cherybdis, which hee ſaw vnderhime. 
Comtariwiſe, thoſe which are fully perfwaded, that 
the Soute is here but in Pilgrimage,on the way 10n' 


more 
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more happy place, trifle nor away the time, in com- 
playning of Thornes and Brambles,, that fcrarch 
them as they goc by z.nor in gathering and making 
Nolc-gayes with the Blowers they finde : bur being 
carrycd away with 2 liuely ardour, to finde ſuch a 
reſting place , they ruſh through, and negle& whar- 
ſacucrchey.mecte ; ſo-much excepted as.is needefull 
for their Voyage... | 
Nowl —_ belecue,that this ordinary power 
of God, which is commonly called Nature, which 
in all other things hath beene fo propitious to men, 
hath denycd them at any time the knowledge of thac 
which was moſt neceffarie for their good,and to get 
the perfection of their being, Rather I will thinke, 
that thoſe which denyed this immortalitie , bee of 
that number,which the VVord of Gad,pronounced 
by Saint Paw, declareth inexcuſable, in regard they 
had the degrees of things vifible, ſufficient, and able 
co reach to the inuiſible, if they had not imployed 
them rather to deſcend, then toaſcend, Ambitious 
pcople to their owne ruine { which haue taken away 
force from the diſcourſe, which m_ haue made 
them happy, to giue it vnto that which will make 
them vnhappy.. Ir ſeemeth vnto me it were —__ 
to confound them, to bring forth againſt them: the 
common opinion of all the Nations of the YYorld; 
which,what Age ſocuer they liued in, what part of 
the Earth ſocuer they did inhabite, what Manners 
and Cuſtomes-ſocuer they obſcrued, haue layd this 
Belcefe for a foundation of all their AQtions, Ciuill 
 Jonernments, and Societies, That their Soule fur- 
uiued their Bodyes, and was_not ſubie to _ | 
£5 ESL mn Other-. 
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Otherwiſe, why ſhould they haue Deified the moſt 
famous meniamongſt them, andordayned ſo many 
honourable Ceremonies' to their Memories >', The 
Indians and Draides wete eſteemed the wiſeſt of all 
the ancient Heathens, which more deepely ſearched 
into the Boſome of Nature,and purchaſed the bigh- 
cſt- Scerets. of Wiſdote. They had fo certaine a 
knowledge of this Immorrtalitic, that they ran head- 
long vnto this corporall Death, that is. the entrance 
thereof, and did rity embrace all honourable 
occafions that could bring them to it. | i; 
\This Opinion hath wrought diuerſe cffets in di- 
uerſe/Nations ; but cuery one hath had it, And if 
any may be excepted, which belectied the contrary ; 
when-as they came to frequent and reſort vnto @- 
thers, chey held againe the ſame Opinion. Which 
thewerh-plainely, that this Beleefe is bred withman, * 
and therefore it is naturall, right, and true. For the 
Vniuerſall Nature, that is not corrupted by our par- 
ticular Vice,doth- nor put'in our minde any other, 
but ſound and pure Opinions. As ſhee guideth our 
Appetite, and that of other Creatures,onely to ſuch 
Meates as are fit to nouriſh them; ſo ſhee doth not 
incline our Vnderſtanding to any thing elſe, but to 
comprehend the Truth,and to conſent and yeeld vn- 
t9 it,as to his true Obie, and Foode ; which being 
repreſented:to it, accommodates it ſelfe preſently, 
euen as an Image is fitted to the 'Monld it was firſt 
caſt vpon, "Bur for as muchas thoſe men deſpiſe for 
the moſt part Popular Indgements,and thinkeTruth 
dwelleth not amongſt the Yulgar,and belccue rather 
aat Nature hath buried it very deepe is the ground, 
E; where 
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where it muſt be found with the Diuine Rod of Phi- 
loſophy, and draw it out with the labour of a great 
and painefull Meditation ; let vs put backe whole 
Nations, and bring forth onely ſuch as haue got the 
glory in all Ages to be the wiſeſt and moſt learned : 
Pythagoras Solon, Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, and ſuch a 
number of others, that to name them all, one had 
neede to haue as much time,as it is ſince they lived; 
haue not onely feft vs a teſtimonie of their Beleete 
in the memoric of men, but euen deliuered it in wri- 
ting. Yea, they haue ſet this Maxime of the Im- 
mortalitie of the Soule, as the Center of Philoſo- 
phic , where met and ended all other Rules, and 
whatſocuer elſe could bee introduced honeſt and 
wholeſome for the conſeruation of Ciuill Life; and 
- ſpecially for that part they haue ſo much laboured 
about , which they call the Tranquillitie of the 
Soule, 

If there were any doubt in that matter, yet the 
teſtimonie of ſuch men, ſo well agreeing in it,ſhould 
haue cleared it, and ought to reduce vnto this Opi- 
aton thoſe that eſteeme them ſo much; which ought 
to ſuffer themſclues to bee ouercome by the autho- 
ritie of thoſe great Naturalliſts, ſeeing that cucn 
doing 1o, they better their condition, But induſtri- 
ous to their owne Euill, to make voyde the autho- 
ritie of thoſe great men, they ſay, they regard no- 
thing but Reafon, which they will ſeparate from 
the perſons, to the end they may weigh them all 
pure, and that Truth be not inthis Queſtion bal- 
lanced, or ſuppreſſed by the weight of the Name 
or Fame of any one. Therefore they would _ 

this 
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this. Diſcourſe to- Schoole-Rules ; and defire wee 
ſhould prooue by demonſtration, what wee would: 
haue them to, belceue. They would willingly bee- 
ſed, euen by the Sences, vnto the knowledge of that 
which is propounded them ; or, art leaſt, gather 
our Concluſions, tor that which wee will perſwade- 
them, out of the Maximes that are colle&ed from- 
the Sences : Too vniuſt and parriall in that,and little 
confidering the nature of - the matter that is hand-' 
led. There muſt bee diſcourſing, and diſcuſſing, to- 
know the things, whoſe formes are drowned in rhe- 
matter, VVee nauſt vc. the Sences then, and by the: 
meanes of what wee;touch, and fee, afcend as by: 
degrees, vnto the intelligence of that- which is: 
further from vs. Bur for one to thinke to vnder- 
ftand the naturz of our Soule in this faſhion ; it 
is as much, as not to bec willing to know it : for 
beeing ſumple, as ſhee is., fheemuſt come in all na-- 
ked into our Vnderſtanding,, becing to fill all the 
place, whatſoeuer ſhee ſhould bring along with 
her, ſhould hinder her : Euen the feeling of 
things ſenſible , whoſe ſence is very ſharpe , is 
done ſo ſuddenly, that wee cannot tell hoy it is: 
mace. | 
Likewiſe, .of things intelligible, thofe that are al-' 
together pure , ſeize vpon our. Vnderſtanding fo 
ſpeedily , that you can fay-onely they arc,burt you 
are not able to tell how : For they doe not ſecke 
for borrowed Teſtimonies , to; make themſclues 
knowne ; they open, and manifeft themſelues bet- 
yak. then any thing , elſe. that . would commend 
Ms 


There- 
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"Therefore, the true way how to. know the nature 
of our Soule, is, to rayſe hervp aboue the Body, 
and draw her backe vnto herſelfe; ro the end,thart 
by her owne reflection, ſhee may know her ſelfe by 
her ſelfe, Neuertheleſſe , if there bee any fo opi- 
nionate, that they will not fee her, but drowned 
a1 the Fleſh; and iudge of her Greatneſſe by the 
ſhadow of her cffes, as they doe of the Moone 
by the ſhadow of the Earth : yer through this 
dull and heauic Maſſe, wherewithall ſhee is wrap- 
ped, ſhee caſteth ſparkes, nay flames , fo liuely of 
her Immortalicic, that thoſe which behold her,muſt 
needes confeſle, eyther they fee her, or elſe they are 
blinde. 

They perceiue, that this Beame of Diuine Na- 
ture, wrapped in this little Cloud of Fleſh, caſteth 
its Light from one end of the World to the other. 
After it hath meaſured that which is limitted, ic 
reacheth to the Infinite , comprehends the formes 
of all things, and transformeth it ſelfe into them; 
recciueth Contraries, Fire aad Water, Heat and 
Cold , without alteration or corruption, How 
then ean they ſuppoſe any matter in her, that 
hath fuch Actions, ſeeing that all matters is limit- 
ted and bounded by certaine Dimenſions ; recei- 
ucth nothing bigger then it ſelfe , is capable but 
of one onely ſubſtantiall forme,and cannot containe 
at one time contrary things > If it be not material}, 
how can it bee mortall > Seeing that Death , by 
their owne ſaying , is nothing elſe bur the ſepara- 
tion of the matter from the forme, And if, like 
vnto others, they define it the end of motion; 
INE V 2 where 
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where ſhall they finde it in the Soule ? For wee | 
ſee, that, Will, which 1s her principall part, bee- 
ing free, as they acknowledge it themſelues , and 
hauing conſequently init felfe the Principle of 
its Motion , who can take it away from her ? 
Secing that nothing giueth at end vnco it ſelec 
voluntarily, that which is mooued after its owne 
will, ſhall euer mooue ; and confequently , ſhall 
haue no cnd of Laſting, but onely of Deſire, 
and Intention. which is limitted onely by In- 

finitie. 
And as for Ynderſtanding , which is the other 
chickeſt part, or. rather Vertue of the Soule ; Doe 
not wee ſce it goe out of it ſelfe, embrace all things, 
and then come into it ſelfe againe ; and by this con- 
tinuall reflection, as by a Circular Motion , teſtifie 
that it hath noend > Vhich it doth make appeare 
yet as plainely , by the nature of the Obiedts it 
chuleth its ordinary exerciſe, and in amanner for its 
fonde and nouriſhmenr, For it feedeth and enter- 
eaineth its ſelfe onely with the knowledge of vniuer- 
lall things , of Ideaes and ſpecies , which Phyloſo- 

phers deetne vnchangeable and immortal, 

;Theſences which are corporall inſtruments min- 
gled amongſt corruptible matter , ſtand indeed vp- 
on particular things , and conſider euery obiect ac- 
cording to. the; weake and momentaric qualitics 
of .it-: but -ynderftanding ' which! contemplateth 
the true Nature and Eſſence of things , compre- 
hendeth that which is generall and cqually dif- 
fuſcd . in. all the particulars and indiutduals, 
as 
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as a firme, permanent, and immutable Being, Now 
itis needfull that all things which are borne to ope- 
peratc and effect, be proportioned vnto their obic&t, 
In vaine ſhould #workeman labour on a matter har- 
der then his toole;, in vaine ſhould you make things 
mortall and corruptible, to. digeft and vaderſtand 
things thar'are incorruptible and immortall. And 
what ? that inſatiate deſire of learning, which is natu- 
rall to our vnderſtanding , dothit not rcſtifie the 
ſme > VVho hath euer ſeene, knowne, or learned fo 
much, in whom Science hath not kindled againe, 
and encreaſed the defire of knowledge, in ſtead of 
quenching and appeaſing it? If Ihad, faith an Anci- 
ent, a foote in the graue. yet I would learne ſtill, 
What meaneth that ? Ic is, that the appetite of our 
ſtomacke may be filled , becauſe Nature hath pro- 
portioned it to alimited thing, that is the neceſſarie 
meatefor nouriſhment : but that of our ſoule ſhew- 
cth it ſclfe vnſatiable in this world, becauſe ſhe hath 
proportioned it vnto the eternall Truth;which(being 
hindered by the body ) ſhee cannot enioy freely irt 
this life , having nothing elſe giuen her to gather it 
but the Daxazrdes veſlell, that cannot receine much 
at once; and yet is pierced in the bottome, with that 
wretched hole of Forgetfulnefſe, through which run- 
neth out moſt part of that ſhe receiueth, 

So thata mans whole lite , if you confider exa@tly 
the ations of thoſe which gonerne themſclues by 
true Reaſon, is nothing elle , but a ſtriving and con- 
tention of the Soule:which laboureth as much as ſhe 
can,to repaire that weake mortalitic of the body, by 
the participation ofcternall things, vato whoſe fcui- 
Ee any ONTOES + Lon 
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tion ſhe drawethyhim as much as ſhe can, She woutd 
willingly cternize his life, being. not able to per- 
forme it by Nature ; ſhee imployeth Art and Indu- 
firy therein, and procureth him by Glory and Fame, 
2 continuation of life in the memorie of men, And 
cherefore weeſee her viſually bent, andjturned vpon 
time to come, preuenting with thoughts the time 
that ſhall beafter the death of the body , as wee doe 
here the next dayto that we live in; and proniding 
her ſelte of Praiſe andglory, as of conuenient ſtore 
for a happie and glorious life, vnto which ſhe aſpi- 
xeth, Itis roo caſie to iudge, that if our Soule did 
got foreſee certainly her future being, ſhee would 
aot trouble her ſclfe with any deſignes , -that ai- 
med further then this corporall life ; and would 
not howſocuer to obtaine them , venture ſo free- 
ly this temporall life, after which ſhe could expect 
nothing. 

Certainly , thoſe which loſt their liuesinſuch oc- 
caſions (and there hath beene infinite in all ages 
which haue.in a manner ſacrificed themſclues vpon 
the Altar of Glory ) did in ſo deſpiting death, giue 
an excellent teſtimony of the immerralitie of the 
Soule. Neither can any one imagine , they haue 
fo ſhortned their life, to encreaſe their honour ; 
without they were ſure to enioy it after their 
death : nor that they haue fo cheerefully forſa- 
ken the pleaſures of this world *, without they 
had ſome good token of the recompence they 
expected in the other. VVhen the Soule comes 
to raiſe her ſclfe vpon the wings of a generous de- 
hirc, andſhe paſſcth from this darke and cloudie re- 
gion 
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gion that compaſſctlr the Earth , vnto that higher, 
purer, and cleerer, that approcheth vnto heauen; 
ſhee doth obſerue in her ſelte many faire markes of 
her being, and fireakes of her great Workeman, 
which created her according to his Image ; and hath 
imprinted therein the figure of his Divine Eſſence, 
V hich I doe ſay onely , inregard I learned itfrom 
the Oracle of Truth; bur ſay it after them which 
learned ic onely out of the booke of Nature her ſelfe. 
For Plats, and many before him, and many others, 
diſcourſing of the creation of the World, . and of 
his parts , haue ſayd indeed, that other creatures 
were created by the leſſer gods ; that is, in my opi- 
nion, the Angels, as by ſecond cauſesz which 
being ſomething remote already from the firſt be- 
ing, could nor perfe&tly communicate it vnto them. 
Becauſe this communication-is but a loane of their 
Vertue, ſeparated and dif-vaited from the firft 
Maſſe,and conſequently ſomewhar imperfe&t, But 
as for the Soule of man, they confeſſe, God alone: 
ereated her : and therefore depending without 2 
meane from the perfect Being , ſhe is partaker of his 
perfection, and is freefrom corruption in her ſub. 
ſtance, and conſequently from death. And certain- 
ly it was very reaſonable, and conuenient for that 
great Architect, that after hee had built this faire 
peece of worke of the world, worthy to. beare the 
the name of Beautiez ſceing hee withdrew himfelia- 
from the ſight of his creatures , hee ſhould leaue be- 
hind him bis Image as a liuing S'atue,to conferue 8- 
exact fro thoſe that ſaw her, the honour & reverence 
due vnto that ſoucraigne ArchiteQ and Lord of ti:* 
Vaiuerſe, Now 
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Now it is needfull , that an Image wrought bya 
good workeman, ſhould haue ſome relation vnto all 
the parts of the ſubiect it imitateth, herein could 
ſhe imitate the Eternitie of God., but mm the immor- 
ralitie of her Soule? Seeing ſhe cannot be altogether 
like; that is, to haue had no beginning: how can thee 
reſemble him,bur only in hauing no end;thatisbeing 
immortal? For fithence God made the VVorld with 
wo ſeuerall parts , the one Intelligible, the other, 
Senſible; the one Corruptible,the other Incorrupti- 
ble;there needed a middle peece to knit and gather 
them together, which ſhould bepartaking of the na- 
ture of them both, Man by an excellent art hath been 
made the middle peece ; and therefore the perfeCti- 
ons of both parts Intelligible and Senfible concurre 
in him. He hath by the meanes of the bedy the excel- 
lenteſt qualities that are in things Senfible and Cor- 
ruptiblez and by the meanes of the Soule , the excel- 
Tenteft conditions that are in the Incorruptible and 
Intelligible. And though by this mixture,that which 
is Celeſtiall in him is deprefled, and euen as kneaded 
with carth , and weighed downe, nay ſunke by the 
burthen of the fleſh; neuertheleſſe, he ſheweth by a 
continuall ſtriuing,and endeauour of his nature, the 
place of his beginning , his inclination , and the end 
of his deſire; which is bent certainely euermore to- 
wards diuine Eflence, and to pofſeſſe euen from this 
preſent life the happineſſe we obſerue in God, Afﬀu- 
red[y,he ſhould neuer defire this divine Being , and 
ſhould notaſpire to it, if hedid not comprehend it; 
and ſhould never comprehend it, if that wherewith- 
all he apprehended it were mortall and periſhable. 
For 
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For what proportion ſhould there be from: Immor- 
talitie to Mortalicie > Now let-vs ſee alittle how 
much mans. Vnderſtanding comprehends of it, how 
much of it his. Vill defireth; and then any one 
whatſocuer hee bee muſt needes confeſle they are 
immortall, 

Let vs conſider alittle, I ſay , from this low and 
thicke darkeneſle of the World with our. Owles- 
eyes the light of diuine Nature, Let vs conſider the 
perfettions wherewithall ſhee is endowed , and by 
the which as by her garments we. know her and ob- 

 ſeruc her. Shall not wee ſee preſently , they are all 

things which man runneth after naturally, and work- 

eth continually to get them , and hath no pleaſure 
burtin the poſſeſſion and fruition thereof? God is 
the ſoucraigne goodnefle: VVhat defireth man? what 
doth he labour for , bur for that which is good > If 
cuer his affections be miſled , and apply themſclues 
to euill, they giue vnto it the name good: and proteſt 
they ſeeke it not, but in regard they deeme it to bee 
good. Take awayfrom a __y the name of good hee 
will make no reckoning of itz1o well hee knowes him- 
ſelfe to be borne for that is good. So that whatſoeuer 
will intice him , muſt haue it either. reall or in appa- 
Tancc. 

God is the ſoueraigne wiſedome, Who is the 
man that defireth.not to be held wite , that ſhunneth 
not the reputation of a toole> who gouerneth not 
himſelfe with as much prudence as hee can? VVho 
ſecketh not for order and diſpoſition in all things, 

X that 
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that refoyceth not in himſclt when he can fand itthat 
praiſethnor, eſteemech, and admireta not thoſe 
which are plentitully endowed with this wiſe- 
dome, asapproching neereſt to the excellent end 
for the which man is borne? God is the ſouc- 
raigne power : What doth man deſire more then 
authoritie and command ? Eucry one aſpireth na- 
twrally vnto it, and thoſe which can doe it well, 
are honoured amongſt - men as a kinde of Demi- 
gods, ſent hither for the conſeruation and dire- 
Ction of the inferiour world. God is the fouc- 
raigne Truth : What is the vnderſtanding of man 
bent to, but ro Truth? - Vhat doth hee delight 
in? what doth hee yeeld vato? but to the know- 
ledge of that which 1s indeed, euen that which is 
not receiued but vnder the name of Truth, And 
there is not one fo ill conditioned in the world, 
that is not grieued to erre, to bee ignorant, to bee 
deceived; and contrariwiſe,that feeleth not pleaſure 
and contentment by knowledge and learning. And 
truly we may ſay, that truth is the form of our vnder- 
ſtanding, for he doth neither vnderſtand,nor know, 
but as long as ſhe is in him, 

God is all, andall is in God, Man defireth to bee . 
euery where; if he cannot carric his body, he carrieth 
his minde to it. As farre as hee can, embraceth all, 
and filleth himſelfe with the formes and Ideaes of 
all things. God is the authour of all, and delighteth 
indoing all. Man hath no greater pleaſure in this 
World, then to bring foorth many things; and there 
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is nothing delightethhim ſo much, as that which is 
produced by him , bce it children, workes, or inuen- 
tions, God is euer, and man feareth nothing fo 
muchas to end; and defireth nothing fo carneſtly 
as to perpetuate his being. Hee ſecketh ro doe it by 
tie conſeruation of his life; being nor able to per- 
forme it that way , hee endeauourech to compaſle it 
by the continuation of his poſteritiez and iudging 
that to bee too weake, hee tryeth to doe it by the 

purchafing ofa great and glorious fame. God doth 
gouerne all things iuftly, Man loueth , honoureth, 
and ſecketh for Iuftice , as the ſole and ſure bond of 
life and ctuill focictie, Ir is wonderfull, how the 
loue of it is naturall ro man; euen thoſe which be- 

ing corrupted , will not receiue it for themſelues, 
honour it.in others. God in his gouernment conti- 
nueth ſtill in the ſelfe-ſame deſigne; and whatſoe- 

uer man vndertaketh , hee defireth to bring to paſſe; 

hee will not ſuffer himſelfe to bee ouercome by 

any difficultic or labour, It is ſtrange to fee what 

men endure to execute their enterpriſes , 

God liueth a plentifull , opulent ,uand plea- 
fant life; Wealth and pleaſure -are the ordinary 
wiſhes of man, God doth contemplate, and 
admire himſelte : Man conſfidereth himſelfe, won- 
dereth at his owne cxcellencie , valueth him- 
ſelke aboue all other creatures, and all his ſftu- 
dic aymeth to trimme and honour himſelfe, and 
make that appeare which is excellent in him.Briefe- 
ly you can imagine nothing in that great _ 
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ſoneraigne Creator, whereof you notdo perceiue 


man , to bee. ſtrangely defirous ,. and all moti- 
ons bent-.ro get it,-and ynite and conforme him- 
ſelke as much as hee can, to that eldeft and 1n- 
comprehenſible Diuine Efſence, Which. caufed 
the Auncient Zoreaſter to -cric out in ainaze- 
ment, SD 


O mortall max thy bolaneſſe is extreame. -. 


As beeing not able to- comprehend that it: - 
this low and mortall World, amongſt Filth-and 
Dart; there could bee found fo ſtrong a na- 
cure, that ſhould rayſe- her felfe aboue the Hea- 
uens, and by the knowledge of ſo many things, 
and imitation. of diuine- aftions ; ſhould -almoſt 
Deifie her ſelfe-in this life, But hee ſhould haue 
learned of an ancienter then hee ;- that that which 
is fo wonderfull in man, is not a thing that comes 
from Earth-or this low or corruptible place, It 
is a Diuixt {Eſſence cuen as banifhed and exi- 
led for a time from - Heauen, her true place of 
aboade , which{wandereth -and erreth here inour 
body, endeauoureth her ſelfe continually to reach to 
her owneand true dwelling,and enter into celeſtial 
and .happy Habitation, vnto- the which the nec- 
rer ſhee comes, ſo much the more diuine doth 
ſhe appeare. 

Vhy ſhould . you thinke, -I pray- you, that in 
r 


he 
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the latter dayes of our Life, in that agonie and 
wreftling beeweene the Soule and the Body, 
our Minde hath more Strength and Vertue, dif. 
poſeth of all things more wiſely , and holyly, 
tore-ſceth more certainely Time to comme, tore- 
telleth, and prophecyeth ir; but. onely for that hee 
beginneth to approach vnto his Oft-tpring , 
toyne himſelfe againe with that immortall Bee- 
ing, and participate of Eternall Life? Doe nor 
you obſerue., that Stones falling from high, 
the neerer they come vnto the Earth, the greater 
ſpeede they make downe 2 Fire contrariwiſe thae 
aſcendeth vp towards Heauen , the higher it is, 
the more it haſteneth to flye ; becauſe euerie 
thing naturally , the necrer- it tceleth it ſelfe vnto 
its reſt, and that-which it defireth, the more it 
ſirineth to come at it. Euen fo our Soule,being 
iuft vpon the point to enter againe into her owne 
:Sphere, and reioyne her ſelte vato that Supreme 
Diuine Nature , ſheweth her ſelfe more vigo. 
rous and adctiue, and doubleth her : : Now, 
who ſhall make any doubt, but th immor- 
tall, which is ſo Diuine, and tendeth perpetually 
vnto the Originall of Diuine becing ? Therefore 
the Immortalitic of the Soule- ſhineth in all her 
Actions. 

But though nothing elſe ſhould beare reſtimo- 
nie vnto it , Diuine Prouidence would -ſhew it 
plainely : Forſecing there is Prouidence ( where- 
- of I belecue, that thoſe-which hauc Eyes, though 
Ec A 3- they 
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they had neythet Wit, nor Vnderſtanding, cannot 
doubt) there muſt needes be Iuſtice in the World; 
if there be Iuſtice, the Good muſt be rewarded, 
and the Wicked puniſhed. They are not euer ſo 
in this Lite : where wee ſec often, Good men liue 
in Pouertic, and die in Trouble; and contrariwiſe, 
the Wicked liue -in pleaſure, and die at quier. 
Soules muft ncedes then liue after the Body , to 
receiue the Reward or Puniſhment for their good 
or bad Actions. .The Wicked defire to ſmother 
by reaſoning, the feeling which. Man hath of the 
Immortalitie of his ' Soule ; but. they cannot in- 
deede. It is a Beame of Light;which Nature hath 
kindled in our heart, that is in ſtead of a Guide 
vnto Vertue, to dire her amidſt this Mortall Dark- 
nefle ; and of a Furie-like Torch vato Wicked- 
nefſe, to anticipate her deſerued Torments, Vee 
. Chriſtians are truely in this ſpecially farre happier 
then the Heathen ; That God hath not.contented 
himſelfe with that which wee could learne of the 
Immortalggzgzet our Soules, by the common Booke 
of Natur@fand by the helpe of our weake Rea- 
ſon : but would himſelfe confirme the Teftimonie 
of it vnto vs by his owne Word, and kindle into 
a cleare and full Light , the firſt Sparke of this 
Naturall Hope, - © Divine Goodnefle ! which 
preſented Truth vnto others, as veyled and coue- 
red; but brought it downe from Heauen all na- 
ked for vs, and powred it into our Mindes by the 
meanes of thy holy Word, Blefſed and admirable 

| Word, 
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Word, which affoordeth vs in a monent all the 
beſt and faireſt of thar, which in fo many yeeres 
Labours could nor be gathered in the Mindes of 
the moſt Learned Philoſophers, Perfect Science, 
which leaueth no manner of Doubt after her 
Precepts ! Excellent Diſcipline,whoſe Rules are 
all Principles, which perſwade themſelues. VVee 
learne from her, That our Soules are created,and 
produced by thy hands, and infuſed into our Bo- 
dyes, to conduct and gouerne them : That wee are 
placed heere, as in a Magnificent Temple, to con- 
template therein thy Omnipotencie , VVorſhip, 
thy infinite Goodnefle, hearken to thy ſacred Will, 
and obey ir : That this Life is but the Appren- 
ticeſhip of our Soules, which after the Time,and 
Labours that are preſcribed vnto them, ſhall be 
relieued from their Watching , ſet at Libertie, 

and reſtored to Eternall Reſt ; which will affoord 

them wherewithall to fatisfie that defire of Diuine 

being,whereof they haue caſt forth the firſt Sparkes, 

through this heauie and cumberſome Flgſh. From 

her wee learne furthermore , that after this Life, 

our Soules doe not onely finde another more hap- 

pic , but cuen our Bodyes rotting heere, as Seede 
in the Ground, ſhall ſpring into a new Fruit, and 

ſhall be rayſed vnto an Eſtate of Gloric and Per- 
ſcion. 

Therefore Diuinitie deſcending from Heauen, 
mingled her ſelfe againe with Fleſh , to mould 
and kneade againe our Humanitie , "—_ 

and 
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and defaced by Sinne ; ioyned - her ſelfe ro-vs, 
. that ſhee might draw vs. to. her 5; humbled her 
ſelte, to exalt vs 5 quickned her Humanitie af- 
ter death, to make vs liue in the hope of that 
glorious Reſurreftion , whereof ſhee was plea» 
ſed” to -bee the Firſt Fruites ; and by the which 
wee ſhall bee brought into, the Inheritance of 
Gloric , receiving in Body and. Soule the in- 
comprehenſible-- Splendour - of Etcrnall Light. 
But the paſſage to arriue thereunto , . is Death : 
Deſirable Death ,- ſeeing. it makes vs. change 
Liues with fo much profit, * Death, not Death, 
ſceing it is the beginning of true Life ; and that 
wee ate.in this Body-onely, as the Chicken in the 
Shell, which muſt bee broken, ere it can be hat- 
ched; or like the Child in his Mothers VVombe, 
which muſt -bee left ere wee can fſce the Day, 
Let vs ſuffer them to feare it , who thipke , that 
all periſheth with the Body ; or them,which ex- 
pect after it, the puniſhment of their VVicked- 
neſlc, ſeeing wee haue ſo many Teſtimonies, 
and (ſo certaine Tokens of our future Life , and be- 
ing ſure, that dying here in the feare of God, in the 
| Faith of his beloued:Sonne, and truſt in his Good- 
. neſſe, wee ſhall liue againe aboue, and enter into 
Glorie with him, in the Throne of his Diuine Ma- 
teftic : Let vs paſſe chearcfully, and-lay downe the 
Burthen that hindereth and ſtayeth vs, as wee would 
doe prophane Garments at the cutrance of a holy 
Temple. | | 

| As 
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. As for mee, my Friends, I feele wy felfe al- 
moſh in the Harbour. , with-a great comfort of 
my. Afﬀfictions paſt ; and immediately , for the 
Felicitie I expect, TI haue floated in the World, 
in great and dangerous Stormes : They toſſed my 
Soule , but they could not (thankes bee to God) 
ouerthrow it. I know very well, that the Con- 
dition of Humane Infirmitie hath put mee backe, 
as ſhee doth all others , from the perfetion God 
requireth in vs : but howſocuer , it never made 
mee looſe rhe certaine and conſtant defire to ad- 
vance his Honour, and Glory, norabate any thing 
of the pood affeftion a good Subie& oweth vnto 
his Countrey. My Conſcience beareth mee this 
Witneſſe, and this Witneſſe makes Death ſweere 
and pleaſant vato mee. I could: wiſh, even at the 
laſk Gaſpe, I might doe the Publicke ſome. Ser- 
uice: but hauing no other meanes for it, I will re- 
rurne vnto you, which are my beſt Friendes , and 
its too ; and for the laſt Office I can doe vnto 
this ſo holy Friendſhip , I will coniure' you, 
that ſince you remayne heere , to ſhut vp the 
end of a moſt Wretched Age ; you ſettle 
your Mindes, by braue and conſtant Reſoluti- 
ons , to withftand vadauntedly the Violence of 
the Tempeſt that threateneth this State , and 
your particular Fortunes : -For all the Ages 
paſt , haue ſeene fewe Miſeries , and Calami- 
ties , but that you: are like to ſee in your 


. dayes. 
Y The 
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The infide, the outſile of the kingJome great 
and {mall are like vato mad men, bent to. it$. 
ruine and deſolation. You ſhall bee amazed 
one of theſe dayes, when as you ſhall fee the 
Lawes ouerthrowne , the Gouernment altered, 
all put into confuſion ; thoſe that ſhall have the. 
Goucrnement, beare the intent to looſe, both 
themſclues-,* and their owne Countrey z and 
good men. ſhall] not bee ſuffered to open their. 
Mouth, and giue good and wholeſome Coun- 
{ell. | 

Remember then you are men, and true hearted 
ſubiccts vnto this crowne, Letnort your courage run 
away from you with your good Fortune. Stand faft 
vpon Right and Reaſon, and if the YVaues and Bil- 
lowes muſtcarry you away, let-them-ouerwhelme 
you with the Rudder in yourhand ſtill; Behold the 
the time, that you--muſt- preſent your brelk a- 
gainſt Fortune for the defence of the State, and 
couer your countries body with your owne. Cer- 
cainely- this ruine. cannot bee” anoyded without a 
great and generous courage, of ſuch as ſhall op- 
poſe themaſelues againſt ir, which all good men 
in my opinien are bound to- doe. Neuerthelefle, 
you muſt qualifie by Prudence what an obſtinate 
auſteritie would but exaſperate , and make worſe; 
and follow Deſtinie . without forſaking Vertuc. 
Doing well , yon ſhall ſhall runne into great. ha- 
zards, and ſhall ſuffer many injuries: but what can 
there happen ſo ſtrange and horrible , that the 

hope 
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hope of the ſoucraigne good, wherein I ſhall 
preuent you doth uot alwage? 

There is, well-neere the ſame words that were 
vttered vnto vs by that great and wiſe Perſo- 
nage. I rehearſed them vnto you againſt my 
Will , knowing full well that the weakenefſc 
ef my Memorie, and harſhneſſe of my Tongue, 
would looſe much of the weight of his Rea- 
ſons, and of the grace of his Diſcourſe. But 
if you had heard him himſelfe , with his ſweete 
and pleaſing faſhion , hee had kindled in your 
ſoules ſo liuely and ardent a defire of eternall 
felicitie, that there isno affliction in the world, 
the ſenſe whereof hee had not taken . away from 
you. 


There Lizus ended his ſpeech , and I bee- 
ing heartened and cheered vp , ſayd; Certain- 
ly'this was a very fine Diſcourſe, ſecing that 
you , who in all other things give mee 
ſush ſatisfaction , ſeemed vnto mee in the re- 
citall of this to goe beyond your ſelfe. I belecue 
the Idea and remembrance of that great perſo- 
nage, that is yet freſh and preſent in your Me- 
morie, for the honour and loue you bore vnto 
him , quickned your tongue, and infpired into 
ou ſome thing more then humane, Would to 
God this ſpeech might continue as long as our 
miſeries; I am ſure 1 ſhould have my Eares full 
of ſuch Diſcourſes, and my Minde free from 

Sor- 
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Soxrowes,. I ſweare vnto you, that. ſince the time 
this Calamitie fell vpon vs , I tound nothing that 
made this Life more tolerable vato mee, then what 
I heard from you three theſe three laſt dayes , biit 
ſpecially to day, 
It is reported , That Prolomens was forced 
to forbid Egeſias the Cyreniau to diſcourſe any 
more in publick of the Immortalitie of the Soule, 
becauſe the moſt part of thoſe which heard him, 
baſtened their death with their owne hands, That: 
makes mee belecue , hee was ill acquainted with 
the Subic&t hee handled, For I beleeue, there 1s 
nothing in .the VVorld giueth vs more courage, 
to endure patiently our Miſerics , then the Rea-: 
ſons I learned even now from you 5 which in 
few werdes repreſented vnto vs, what is the cauſe 
and the end of our Afittions, and what recom- 
pence our Patience findeth , when wee can per- 
{cuer in it vnto the end, VVherefore I could wifh, 
tor the . comfort of my poore -diſtreſſed Coun- 
trey , contraric to that which was done to Egeſias, 
you ſhould. bee conftrayned all three to continue: 
in publicke ſuch a Difcourſe, But for as muct} 
as It is a thing I cannot hope for, I am reſol- 
ued to preferue carefully in nay. Memorie all 
that I learned from you about it ; and at my 
firft leyſure ( if our fortunate Studyes can ger 
any) fer it downe in Writing, to leaue it vnto 
Poſteritie, for to inſtru in like occafions thoſe 
that ſhall come after vs ; and let them _ 
at... 
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that in a moſt corrupted Age , and amongft 
men ſirangely depriued of all Naturall Aﬀetti. 
on, wee haue lined with a great compaſſi-. 
on of the publicke Miſerie , and yer 
with a farre greater defire to 
bee able to helpe 
it, 


